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PART @M

THE DECLARATION THEN






PROLOGUE

‘In Congress, July 4, 1 776’

HE birthday of the United States
of America was bright and pleas
ant Atsix am on the fourth of
July 1776 Thomas Jefferson one
of the delegates from Virgua to
the Continental Congress 1n Philadelpha and
a man who was always enormously interested in
wind and weather noted that the temperature
was 68 degrees Fahrenheit The wind was south
east and the mercury rose to 76 i the heat of
the day which was not at all bad for the season
Forty or fifty representatives from what had
been called provinces or colonies from New
Hampshire to Georgia had been meeting for
some time in Pennsylvama s brick State House
—later to be known as Independence Hall—
and on this day their debates did not end nlf
everung
The story 1s that an old bellman had been in
the steeple since the delegates gathered m the
morning he was waiung for a signal from a boy

stationed at the door below On the belf in thns
steeple was an mscription from Leviticus  Pro
claim liberty throughout all the land unto all
the mnhab thereof A decl; of Liberty
was expected from the patriots who were gath
ered here and the old man hastened to pro
claim 1t when the boy below clapped his hands
and shouted Ring' Ring' This was the signal
of the birth of the Republic dedicated to the
freedom of the human spimnt and destined to
power beyond men s dreams

1 of political had
been adopted two days earher and John
Adams a delegate from Massachusetts sup
posed that the second of July would be cele
brated by later generations of grateful Amen
cans He wrote s wife Abigail [t ought
to be celeb: i as the day of del by
solemn acts of devotion to God Almighty It
ought to be solemnized with pomp and parade
with shows games sports guns bells bonfires
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and illuminations, from onec end of this conti-
nent to the other, from this time forward, ever-
more." But the birth certificate of the infant
Republic bore the date July fourth, when a full
charter of freedom was finally and formally ap-
proved. The Declaration of Independence was
morc than a fateful political resolution; it em-
bodied a timeless philosophy and an undying
faith.

Not long afterward the fanciful tale was told
overscas that the Congress, after declaring the
colonics independent states, placed a Crown on
the Bible and offered this to God. Then, after
the religious ceremony, the Crown was divided
into thirteen parts and distributed. It would
have been more correct to say that the delegates,
discarding a Crown they would have no part in,

placed the Declaration on the Bible, thus in-
vesting this first great charter of a nation with
the sanctity it has ever since retained.
Although it rightly became a sacred charter,
it was nonectheless a human document—pre-
parcd and adopted under particular circum-
stances not by angels or demigods, but by living
men. Thereby hangs a tale and an engrossing
onc. How did these things come about and what
did these words mean? What manner of men
pledged to this cause their lives, their fortunes,
and their sacred honor? What has happened to
the work of their minds and hands in the inter-
vening years? What has become of the immortal
Declaration? Does it still warm the hearts and
quicken the blood of men? Such questions we
shall try to answer here in words and pictures.
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Two years afler the Congress declared for independence, Charles Willson Peale made
this northwest view of the Pennsylvania State House and 1ls wooden sheds. Tradition
has it that in earher years visiting Indian delegations were housed in one of the sheds.



Causes which IMPELLED

HE Declaration of Independence
proclaimed the advent of a po
tenuaily great Republic It also
marked the end ofa long chain of
political events and placed the
seal of approval on a revolt which had been for
some months in process The appeal to argu-
ment had already given way to the appeal to
arms, and blood had been shed at L

long before that It began in the spirit of Liberty
which was brought by the colonists to the re~
mote shores of a fresh continent and was nour-
1shed by the relauvely independent hives they
Iived here The Amenicans would hardly have
sought full freedom 1f they had not previously
enjoyed a high degree of personal and palitical
liberty and had not already become habituated

and Concord and Bunker Hill But, asjohn
Adams reminded his old friend Thomas Jeffer-
son when both of them were aged, the real rev-
olution occurred in ‘the minds of the people’
before the clash of arms He set the date forits
beginnings in 1760—the year that George I11
became King, and Jefferson went to the College
of Wilham and Mary, and the French sur-
rendered Canada

Now that we can look back at this revolution
through the generations, it scems to have started

tolocal self-government In New Lngland towt
and 1n Southern counties, in the Mavaehuetts
General Court and the Virgima Houve of Burs
gesses, colomal Americans had grown aciue
tomed to the control of their own livecand the
management of their own affalrs Occanlonally
they bad suffered from despotic royal gavenmss,
but rarely was there a question of thely i
and pnviteges and immuntities ne treetan Y
lishmen

In the far-flung Bratish Einpire the oolusn
were subordinate to the mother veesty 3~y



were expected to contribute to her welfare, but
the imperial tie rested lightly on most Ameri-
cansand they were far from subservient in spirit.
A visitor among the polite planters of Virginia
toward the end of the French and Indian War,
while noting that they were characteristically
a generous and loyal people, had this to say
about their public character: *“They arc haughty
and jealous of their liberties, and can scarcely
bear the thought of being controlled by any
superior power.”’

The simplest explanation of the revolt of the
Americans is that they had attained such ma-

WiLLIAM PiTT, the elder, first Earl of Chatham, opposed
the Government’s harsh American policies and advocated
malder measures.

LoCAL TOWN MELTINGS fostered sndependence of spinil.
In 1774 Parliament attempted to curb those in Massa-
chusetts because “the inhabitants have, contrary to the de-
stgn of ther institution, been musled to treat upon matlers
of the most general concern, and to pass many dangerous
and unicarranted resolves.”

turity and self-reliance by the end of the suc-
cessful British struggle against the French that
they resented the degree of control which the
mother country sought to impose upon them in
the postwar period; and that they left the family
roof after a family quarrel, assuming the equal
station among the Powers of the earth to which
they now believed themselves entitled. On the
other hand the mother country, showing a not
uncommon parental blindness to increased
maturity, had sought for her own purposes to
impose fresh restrictions at just the time that



aT .
i hy
e

IR R N2 v IR

leza

George 11 ascended the throne, and

Thomas Jefferson entered college 1n 1760
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SW. View of the STATE-HOUSFE i BOSTON

Seat of government in Boston was the Town-house. When
Bostonians began calling it ‘the State House,” Sir Francis
Bernard, Royal Governor of Massachusetts, irritably said
that the name exaggerated the importance of the represent-
ative bodies that met there.

the colonists saw little further need for her pro-
tection. Thus she had precipitated a crisis.

The fateful quarrel began when the home
government, bearing the burdens and facing
the problems of an enlarged empire, sought to
gain increased revenue from the colonies—
which were in fact major beneficiaries of the
great victory over the French. First the British
officials attempted to gain better enforcement
of the existing trade laws. Then, directly and
indirectly, they sought to tax the colonies.
Meeting resistance at every turn, they finally
attacked the colonial governments themselves.
In the course of the dispute, colonial leaders
such as Benjamin Franklin, John Adams,
Thomas Jefferson, and James Wilson of Penn-
sylvania proposed what amounted to a domin-
ion status, but the British statesmanship of the
era was incapable of rising to the occasion as it
did in the case of Canada in the next century.
Because of official stupidity and the mulish
stubborness of King George III himself, the
issue finally became one between freedom and
coercion, and it was in the name of political
liberty and personal rights that the Americans
took up their arms.



A Train

0f ABUSES

A FLAME IS LIGHTED IN THE BAY COLONY

Y 1776 Amenicans looked back on
the era of the old Navigation Laws
as a time of joyous youthful free
dom This came to an end when
the mother country sought to

tighten impenal control and enforce trade reg-
ulations which had been long evaded Natur

ally the efforts of the home government met
with special resistance 1n commercial New
England, which had profited considerably from
officral laxity

1ssued by courts, and royal officials sought them
1n the effort to run down violators of the cus
toms laws Smuggling was by no means uncom
mon among the thrifty and ingenious Yankees
For example, they frequently brought 1n mo
lasses from the French West Indies without
paying the duty and then made this into rum,
which could be pleasantly imbibed or convent-
ently used 1n further trading But these wnits
were objected to as unwarranted infringements
on indwidual privacy and freedom, and un-

In the province of M. b Baym the
carly 1760's, Writs of Assistance became a
burning 1ssue These were search warrants

bly they were liable to grave abuse
James Otis, a brilhant lawyer, gained de
served fame by his powerful arguments against
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Janrs Otis told Bostomans cele-
brating the end of the French and
Indian War that the true interests of

A TN
Great Britain and her colonies were
tdentical But a short ime later he 1.
was a leader of the American painots .
)

the Writs of Assistance before the superior court
of the province. Describing him as a ‘flame of
fire,” John Adams said: ‘American independ-
ence was then and there born; the seeds ofpa-’
triots and heroes were then and there sown.

Otis lost his case in the first instance but was
afterward sustained, and he remained for some
years the leader of the patriot party in the
colony. His public career came to an untim<?1)'
end in 1769, when a Crown official struck hlr.n
over the head with a cutlass and unhinged his
reason. He lived until American independence
had been gained, finally being struck by Iight'
ning; though not a Signer of the Declaration,
he was indubitably a Father of the Republic.

Y




athx the STAMP.

This s the Place to

NO TAXATION WITHOUI REPRESENTATION

BeTTER KNOwN than the Wrts of Assistance
which Ots so strongly contested 1n Massa

chusetts was the Stamp Act which was op

posed by practically everybady 1n all the col

ontes This was the first direct tax that Parha

ment had ever imposed on the Americans and
there were strong theoretical grounds for ob

Jection to 1t This was no mere matter of the
control of external commerce but of internal
taxation Hence the ery which resounded
England as well as Amenica No taxation
without representation  The purpose of the
Act was the legiumate one of meeting part of
the cost of the Briush military establishment
1n Amenica but the colomsts were either n

d flerent to or opposed to that and there were
particular objections to this tax It fell on news

papers legal papers of all sorts ships papers

even on playing cards The stamps werc visible
objects of wrath and the most articulate groups
—the editors and lawyers—were directly af
fected

The Stamp Act was passed In March 176,

but 1t was not to become effectrve until Novem

ber and there was plenty of ime to fulminate
aganst 1t In the proud Virgima House of
Burgesses in May Patrick Henry madea fa

mous speech 1n which he said that Caesar had

atix he STAMP

T wmTae o

Tuestamp  Parhament s first dire t tax on Americans
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THE STAMP ACT provoked mob action. From Massachusetts to the Carolinas men rebelled agamns the Act.




his Brutus and Charles I his Cromwell, but was
mterrupted by cries of ‘Treason’ when he
uttered the name of King George IT There
1s some uncertainty about what he said next,
but young Thomas Jefferson, a law student m
Willamsburg, who was listening 1n the lobby
of the Burgess chamber, gained an indelible
impression of sublime eloquence He never
had any doubt that the impassioned orator
then and there became the leader of protest
1n the oldest and largest of the provinces
The “forest-born Demosthenes’ introduced
certain resolutrons on this occasion which got
into the mails in advance, excited heated news-
paper comment as far away as Boston, and
sounded the alarm bell of revolution a decade
before revolution actually took place One of
these resolutions boldly asserted the exclusive
right of the Assembly to levy taxes and stated
that the attempt to vest such power 1n any
ather person or persons whatsoever had a
mamfest tendency to destroy both Brniush and
American freedom This was a direct slap at
Parhament which the older leaders thought
unnecessary at the time, since they had already
made dignified remonstrance agamnst the Act
1tself But Henry captivated the ‘young hot and
giddy members,’ as he did young Jefferson
Ulumately, the extreme resolution was ex
punged but the word had gone forth that Par-
lrament had been openly defied
In the autumn, when the Act was supposed
to go 1nto effect, there was relative quiet 1n Vir
gmia chiefly because the popular governor,
Francis Fauquier, frankly recognized that it
was unenforceable Things were different 1n
that other major seat of disaffection, the prov-
ince of Massachusetts Bay, where Sir Francis
Bernard, the governor, and Lieutenant Gover-
nor Thomas Hutchinson were not so popular
Hutchinson, a learned and conservative man,
who symbolized loyalty to the Crown during
this stormy decade, was disposed to blame the
discontent and disorder on Samuel Adams
Adams was no impassioned orator like Patrick
Henry, but he was incessantly active behind
the scenes and he ranks with Ous and Henry

Anstocratic Sir Francis Bernard was governor of New
Jersey before becoming governor of Massachusetls Bay in
1760 His devotion to rapal policy was rewarded uith a
baronetey, and hastened the war

as a forerunner of independence if he does not
overtop them both

In the Bay Colony, the struggle aganst the
British assumed to some extent the character of
class conflict—between the popular party and
the anstocratic party centering 1n the governor
and his court Rich young John Hancock who
came 1nto hus estate about this time, did not be
come a conspicuous patriot until a few years
later Samuel Adams, who was forty-three in
the year of the Stamp Act and already looked
Iike an old man though he did not act like one,
was definitely idenufied with the popular party
from the beginning This Harvard graduate,
who showed as great indifference to his private
affatrs as he did zeal in all public matters was
already a man of considerable political mfly
ence 1n Boston before the crisis in impertal rela
tions occurred Hutchinson had no doubt what
cver that Sam Adams did everything possible
to accentuate this crisis, and eventually the






Aroused by the Stamp Act, Patrick Henry made a surnng speech in ,
the House of Burgesses Cries of treason wnlerrupled hum as ke said,
“Caesar had hus Brutus Charles I us Cromuwell, and George I *

SAMUEL ADAMS, who met with fellow hiberty
lovers at the Green Dragon tavern, was a born
agitator dedicated to the cause he believed right




Jonn Hancock did not hesttate to nish hus fortune by supporting the colomal cause.

Licutenant-Governor described his foe as a
man of malignant heart and a supreme in-
cendiary. To the colonial patriots, on the other
hand, this artful but simple man seemed an un-
tiring friend of the popular interest and a self-
less and dauntless champion of colonial rights.
He had no superior as an agitator and man-
ager, and the events of 1764-1765 gave him a
supreme opportunity

The Sugar Act of 1764 had preceded the
Stamp Act and inaugurated the policy asso-
ciated with the name of George Grenville,
Chancellor of the Exchequer. While nominally

a trade measure 1t was really designed to raise
revenue rather than to regulate commerce. In
the ‘Caucus Club,” which met in a smoke-
filled garret, Adams had devised means for
calling public attention to the real nature of
this law, while James Otis was assailing it on
legal grounds. But it had aroused no such gen-
eral objections as the Stamp Act. The latter led
to the organization of ‘Sons of Liberty’ in
Boston and other towns. The more extreme
anti-British elements were in these organiza-
tions, and they were not averse to a little riot-

ing.
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Thus elaboratz cartoon celebrated the repeal of the Stamp Act by deprcting 1ts bunal at the waler's edge

Glorious News:
Conftitutional LIBER T Y Revives!

In the month of August, in Boston, the effigy
of Andrew Olwver, brother in-law of Hutchin
son and appointec to the lucrative post of stamp
officer, was hung from the greatest of a group
of elms at the corner of the present Washington
and Essex Streets Under these elms the crowds
were accustomed to gather and this clm be-
came famous as the ‘Liberty Tree > My Olver's
fence was also pulled down and that unhappy

1 resigned his dingly unpopul
position A few days later, Hutchinson’s house
was gutted by rioters and his valuable books
and papers were scattered 1n the streets This
wanton act caused many to believe that the

advocates of colomial nights had been too
zealous

But the net result of the activities in Boston
and elsewhere was the wholesale resignation
of stamp collectors throughout the colontes and
the camplete 1nability of the British govern
ment to enforce the law Parliament repealed 1t
for obvious practical reasons, but that body
passed at the same time (1766) the Declaratory
Act, which asserted the night to leguslate for the
colontes 1n ‘all cases whatsoever ” This clatm
should never have been asserted since 1t would
not be conceded except under extreme com
pulsion
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THE SAME MEDICINE IN ANOTHER BOTTLE

THE NEXT sTAGE in the unfolding controversy
was marked by the passage of the Townshend
Acts (1767), as they are called in the history
books. Nominally these were laws in regulation
of commerce but actually, as the showy and
cynical British minister who instigated them
admitted, their main purpose was the procur-
ing of revenue. Deriding the distinction between
internal and external taxes, Charles Townshend
said that since the colonists objected to the one
he would give them the other. Thereby he made
a mistake, for he inevitably caused clear-headed
Americans like Franklin and Jefferson to assert
in due course that Parliament had no right to
impose either. As a practical measure the new

CHARLES TowNsHEND, Chancellor of the Exchequer, did not
live lo see Britain reap the resulls of hus cynical revenue measures.

duties on glass, paper, colors, and tea bore
most heavily on the more commercial colonies;
and indignation was great in Boston, where a
board of customs commissioners was now seated
and Samuel Adams in season and out of season
was inciting the spirit of resistance.

Early in 1768 the House of Representatives
of Massachusetts Bay, which was now con-
trolled by the ‘radicals,” sent to the other col-
onies a circular letter which Samuel Adams
drew. In this they urged united action against
the Townshend duties. The British government
unwisely made an issue of this, instructing the
various royal governors to dissolve any Assem-
bly that approved the circular. Several assem-



blies had already approvedat, and the House
of Burgesses of Virginia passed resolutions of
their own, solemnly declaring that they, and
not Parlament, had the right to levy taxes on
the colony These led to the dissolution of the
Assembly by the genial governor, Lord Botet

ourt, who would have ltked to avod this
enisis The ‘late representatives of the people’
then proceeded to Raleigh Tavern and adopted
an *Association,” based 1n part on a draft by
scholarly George Mason which his neighbor
George Washington had brought to the meet

g 1n his pocket This was a non importation,
non consumption agreement, stmilar to those
adopted 1n many colonies, but 1t was specially
significant because of the importance of Vir-
gima and the character of the men 1nvolved

In New York merchants met at Burns’s tazern
on Broad ay and decrded to boj cott Bratesh goods
until the Stamp Act was repealed

Virgimans, meeting 1n Raleigh Tavern, agreed to boyeott British goods
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TO all Gentlemen VOLUNTEERS,

who prefer LIBERTY to SLAVERY, and arc harty

= @ Friends to the GRAND AMERICAN CAUSE; who are

Eﬁ o Ij,’l”.::’r free ad willog to ferte this STATE, in the Charar of &
'%;) .- ):;3, -
S i

N N - ::. R
RS ‘L’j}-
ﬁV[LL[Aﬂ[fACKSOAC

an ITMPORTER;at the ‘ '
By thc HONOURABLE

BRAZEN HEAD, Cadwallader Colden, Elg;
Dorth Side of he TOWN-HOUSE, H M i Goveronad e i of e P
and Oppofite the Town-Pump,-sn .A P 7 05/d77%l‘10/2.

Corn-bil, BO S T O N.

It i1s defired that the Sons and
Davcuters of LIBERTTZ, THENEW MASSACHUSETTS

would not buy any one thing of

him, for in fo doing they will bring L I B E R T Y S O N G,
Difgrace upon themfefoes, and their

Pofferiiy, for ever and ever, AMEN. [ 7o the Tune of the Britith Grenadier. ]
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CabwALLADER CoLDEN, gavernor of New
York strongly opposed calomsal independence

mat These landed gentry were under the in
fluence of no aity mob, but they had asserted
their ‘nghts’ and stood shoulder to shoulder
with the patriots of Boston and the merchants
of the commercial centers such as New York,
where the royal lieutenant governor Cadwal-
lader Colden, was also troubled by riotous
Sons of Liberty

The repeal of the Townshend Acts was in
evitable because they had proved unenforce
able, and Lord North, who was now the head
of the Ministry, brought it about, butjust to
show 1ts authonty Parlhament left the tax on
tea This remamned as a hated symbol and
patriotic leaders continued to mnveigh agamst
1t, esp Wy 1in M. h But
dechned 1n most places and the non importa
tion agreements were gradually given up Sev
eral years of relative calm ensued, though
there was a famous incident 1n Boston Thists
known 1n history and legend as the Boston
Massacre, thoughit hardly deserved thatname

UNION, ACTIVITY and FREEDOM,

Division,

O R,
SuPINENESS and SLAVERY.

Toe all the good PEOPLE
VIRGINIA.
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Brririsi WARSHIPS disembarked infantry and cannon in
Boston at the beginning of October 1768 for police duty

The troops ‘landed an the Long Wharf; there Formed and
Marched with nsolent Parade, Drums beating, Fifes
playing, and Colours flying, up King Street, Each Soldier
having recerved 16 rounds of Powder and Ball’

MASSACRE IN BOSTON

Berore THE rrpPEAL of the Townshend Acts,  with sullen resentment by the populace and
two regiments of British regulars had been  become the object of jeers and badgering was
brought to this seat of disaffection—in order inevitable. Their officers tried to keep these ill-
‘to rescue the Government from the handsofa  paid and relatively idle soldiers in hand but
trained mob,” according to Governor Bernard.  some of them were villainous, and there were |
That is, the redcoats, or ‘lobsterbacks,” were  plenty of small boys and rowdies who were
intended as a police force and a sort of army  ready to assail them with taunts and oyster-
of occupation. That they would be received  shells. Not until a snowy night in March 1770,
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however did the mevitable head on collision
takeplace By that ttme Bernard had gone back
to England and Thomas Hutchinson was doing
hisconservative best as Acting Governor There
had already been trouble 1n the daytime and
the crowd that taunted the lon sentry before
the Customs House that night may have been
assembled by deliberate design By hook or by

Tt el

crook Samuel Adams and the more rabid local
patriots were determined to oust the hated red

coats

At all events the harassed sentry called for
help and Captain Preston with scven more red
coats came to his rescue The Captain bore a
goad character  but some of the relief—espe
cially a man named kilroy—did not In the



2n the Death of Five
young Men who

was Murthered,

March gth 1770,

By the 2gth Regi-

ment.

confusion, and apparently without any orders,
the soldicrs fired on the crowd, killing or mor-
tally wounding five persons. Hutchinson calmed
the outraged citizenry by promising that justice
would be done and in due course the Captain
and eight men were tried for murder. The trial
itsclf provided a notable example of Anglo-
Amecrican justice. At the grave risk of loss of
public standing, John Adams and Josiah
Quincy defended the accused men, procuring
the acquittal of all but two of them, who were
convicted of manslaughter and branded on the
hand. The authentic records which remain
show that the crowd was quite as much to
blame as the soldiers, and that there were ruf-
fians on both sides in this fracas.

Such, however, was not the impression given
by Paul Revere’s famous engraving, which was
put up for sale soon thereafter. This served the
purposes of propaganda rather than the cause
of historic justice, and to hundreds of colonial
Americans who pinned it up in their kitchens it
served as a constant reminder of British tyranny.
The episode was grossly exaggerated, but no
just man could deny that this little army of oc-
cupation was an intolerable affront to a liberty-
loving people. Governor Hutchinson himself
must have realized this in part, for he withdrew
the hated regulars to an island in the harbor.
If the British Empire had to be held together
by bayonets, it was not the sort of empire to
which the citizens of Massachusetts, who cher-
ished the rights and privileges and immunities
of freeborn Englishmen, could have been ex-
pected to adhere.

Fwe Bostonians died in the ‘massacre’ and
colonial propagandists made the most of 1t.
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MINOR FLURRIES BETWEEN STORMS

FOR SEVERAL YEARS the controversy between
the colomial patriots and the mother country
was quiescent There was however the mna
dent of the schooner Gaspee a British customs

Henry Richard Henry Lee Thomas Jefferson
and other bold spints created a provinctal
commuttee for intercolomal correspondence
Thus the patriots set up the machinery for

vessel which ran d below Provid

on a June afternoon 1n 1772 and was burned
il M.

1on and joint action
Also there was the famous episode of the
F Letters mn which Benjamun Frank

by Americans M n

Bay Samuel Adams did not at all relax hlS
vigilance in keeping the spark of discontent
altve His most constructive service to the
colonial cause during this pertod of relative
calm was the creation of a standing commuttee
of correspondence by the Town of Boston and
hus call on the other Massachusetts towns to do
likewtse Early in 1773 the Virgima House of
Burgesses under the leadership of Patrick

Iin theagentin England for Massachusettsand
several other colontes was much involved
These letters—six 1n number and presumably
addressed to a Briush official-—were shown to
the emmnent Dr Franklin in England and he
recetved permission to send them to the Speaker
of the Massachusetts House of Representatives
expecting that they would be passed around
but neither copred nor printed Sam Adams

The Gaspee s commanding officer was wounded and the vessel burned by the
Islanders It has been called the first overt act of war i the American



read them to a secret session of the House and
ulumately, with Hutchinson’s knowledge, they
were printed The letters left no doubt of Hut-
chinson’s opposition to the more radical patiots
but actually revealed nothing about the Gov-
ernot’s atutude that was not alrcady known
They greatly injured his populanty, neverthe-
less, and were followed by a petition to Eng-
land for hus removal rankhin attended a hear-
ing of the Privy Council on this petitton and a
highly dramatic scene ensued The learned and
already venerable I'ranklin—he was then sinty-
eight-—was violently attached by Attorney Gen-
eral Wedderburn as a common thief 1le was
forthwith removed from his office as Deputy
Postmaster General for America Before this
time, though he did not hknow 1t, the Boston
Tea Party had occurred, and this precipitated a
major crisis
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Letters of Governor Thomas Hutchinson, ‘Born and Edu-
cated among Us,” were publicized for propaganda purposes

Rent artiN Fr aAN®T 1N 100hn 1o 11 T ondon snac attarked ae n rommon thief far hammg obtamed
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THE BOSTON TEA PARTY & WHAT CAME OF IT

Tue Bririsu Tea Act of May 10,1773, wasa
measure of extreme unwisdom It did notin

crease the tax that had been left on the statute
books as a reminder of Parliamentary author

1ty, on the contrary, by removing certain
charges 1n England it permitted 2 lowering in
the price of tea to the colonial consumer But
the measure was designed to help the powerful
East Indsa Company dispose of 1ts vast tea sur

plus by giving 1t a virtual monopoly and per

mitting st to by-pass the colonial merchants

Thus, besides advertising anew a tax which was
already a hated symbol, the Act united con

servative and radical patriots—at just the ime
when 1n fact they were dnifting apart

There was objection in all the colonies, and
many cases of tea were stored or sent back to
England The violence 1n Boston partly re
sulted from the stubbornness of the consignees,
including close relatives of the Governor The
three tea ships that came to that harbor were
unloaded on the mght of December 16, 1773,
but their cargoes went not into warehouses but
into the water Among the self appointed steve
dores disguised as Mohawks was Paul Revere,
andif Sam Adams was not there he instigated
the whole business Disciplinary measures fol
lowed 1n the spring, m the Coercive, or Intoler-
able, Acts, which closed the port of Boston and
sought to remodel the government of Massa

o
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chusctts Bay. But, far from intimidating the
colonials and isolating the Massachusetts cul-
prits, these caused patriots from one ¢nd of the
colonies to the other to rally in support of Bos-
ton. The spirited action in the harbor had been
lawless beyond a doubt and was interpreted as
an attack on property, but the Coercive Acts
were sheer folly—against which Lord Chatham
and Edmund Burke vainly protested. Colonists
would not tamely submit to a punitive attack
on their cconomic life and their time-honored
political institutions.

The British statesman Edmund Burke was one of the colonists’
best friends i London, and he spoke eloquently in their behalf.

: Monday Morning, December 27, 1773.

HE Tea-Ship being arrived, every Inhabitany who withes

.o to preferve the Liberty of America, 1s defired to mzet at .
- the State-House, This Morning, precifely at TEN;oClock, Lo .
‘advife what is beft to be done on this alarming Crifis}” ’
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The sutuation in Boston, when the port was closed, was pictured by a contemporary London cartoon The Bostontans
were shown as colonial slaves, convicted of caprtal crimes, caged and left 1o staree The aift g fish to the
prisoners presumably alludes to codfish sent from Marblehead, one of many gifts to the distressed port
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Take Counsel and Take Up Arms

A CONGRESS MEETS IN PHILADELPHIA, 1774

HE call for an intercolomial meet-
ng to consider common griev-
ances and means of redress came
from several quarters, but the
specific suggestion of place and

Philadelphia The first C 1 Congress,
as this body has since been called, amounted to
a convention of the Patriot party, though these
were patriots of varying hues of radicalism and
conservatism

date came from the House of Repr
of Massachusetts Delegates were generally
elected 1n an orderly manner, as became a
people long accustomed to representative gov-
ernment, and upward of fifty of them, from all
the colonics except remote Georgia, met in the
early autumn of 1774 i Carpenter’s Hall,

The M. husetts del Tud,
Samuel and John Adams, had made a trium-
phal procession to the scene, but, realizing that
they might be regarded as extremusts and that
1t was their colony which was seekmng support,
they wisely restrained themselves in the meet-
ing Peyton Randolph of Virginia, the large
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Representatives of the aggrieved colonists came to Carpenter’s Hall for the first Continental Congress
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and genial Speaker of the House of Burgesses,
was unanimously elected President, and
Charles Thomson, somettmes described as the
Sam Adams of Philadelphia, was chosen as
Secretary This faithful man, who was acuve in
the scientific circles of the American Philosoph
wcal Society (founded by Franklin) as well as in
local politics, was destined to be the perenmal
Secretary of Congress until the Constitution of
1787 became effective The delegates from Vir-
ginia seemed to John Adams the most spinted
of them all Among them were gaunt Richard
Henry Lee, Patrick Henry—‘the compleatest
speaker’—and  George Washington, who
showed his spirit by appearing in uniform
Thomas Jefferson, a younger man, was not
1 this Congress, but he had made known his

Jelferson’s mews expressed in a pamphlet, were in
advance of those of most members of the Congress

PEYTON RANDOLPYH was dlected first president of
the Cangress Re elected 1 1775 he soon had to
return to Virginia for the legislative sesston there

L

SUMMARY VIEW
OF THE
R I GG H T §

' orF
BRITISH AMERICA,
SET FORTH IN SOME
RESOLUTIONS
INTENDED FOR THE
I NS PEGCTTION
OF THE PRESENT
DE\L]:GATES

OF THE
PEOPLE OF VIRGINIA.

. NOW IN
CONYVT ILNTION

BraNATIVE, axo MFMBER or e
HOUSE,or BURGESSES.
r G¥mwns Fefferzems

Karerat

WILLIAMSBURG
Prinzzn sy CLEMENTINARIND.

e



e ———— e

.

Fopacen

This London cartoon satirized the reluctance of many Virginia merchants to support
the Continental Association, the purpose of which was to boycott British trade.
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Determ ned women n Edenton North Ca of na supported the Cont nental
Assoctat on sa d they would not dy nk tea or wear Engl sh made cloth ng
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In John Trumbull’s mock epe, "M [Fingal,” the
Tory hero got rough treatment at the liberty pole

senuments in the most important of his papers
before the Declaration of Independence, A Sum-
mary View of the Rights of Briish America, which
was written in the summer of 1774 and pub-
lished that fall. In this pamphlet he assumed a
constitutional position that was too advanced
for this gathering, though not for John Adams,
who was present, or for Benjamin Franklin,
who wasstill in England. Agreeing with Charles
Townshend that there was no valid distinction
between external and internal taxes, he rejected
both. Then he proceeded to assert that Parlia-
ment had no authority whatsoever over the col-
onies;he now recognized no constitutional tie
with the mother country except that afforded
by the person of the King. That is, he claimed
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Fhe PROCENNTOY

Fiddle, fife, and drum plas as the tarred
and feathered M Fingal is grven a ride.

what was later known as Dominion status,
while still avowing with everybody else hiscon-
tinued loyalty to the Crown.

This Congress was not ready to repudiate all
parliamentary control. and nobody was vet
urging independence. But the Congress did
condemn the Coercive Acts as unconstitutional
and tyrannical, along with a dozen others since
1763. thus countenancing the resistance of
Massachusetts to them: it approved the arming
of local militia and other defense measures: and
it adopted the famous Continental Association.
which was a non-importation. non-exportation.
non-consumption agreement aimed at British
trade. Enforcement was left in local hands. and
the various local committees of ardent patriots
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The Patrotick Barber of Mew York honors Jacob Vvedenburgh who 1n 1774 when half
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In John Itumbull's mock epic, ‘M Fingal,” the
Tory hero ot rough treatment at the hiberly pole

sentuments i the most important of his papers
before the Declaration of Independence, 4 Sum-
mary View of the Rights of British America, which
was written in the summer of 1774 and pub-
lished that fall In this pamphlet he assumed a
constitutional position that was too advanced
for this gathering, though not for John Adams,
who was present, or for Benjamin Frankhn,
who wasstill in England. Agrecing with Charles
Townshend that there was no valid distinction
between external and internal taxes, he rejected
both Then he proceeded to assert that Parlia-
ment had no authority whatsocver over the col-
onies;he now recognized no constitutional tie
with the mother country except that afforded
by the person of the King. That is, he claimed
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Fiddle, pfe, and drum play as the tarred
and feathered M Fingal is grien a nde.

what was later known as Dominion status,
while sull avowing with everybody elsc his con-
tinued loyalty to the Crown.

This Congress was not ready to repudiate all
parliamentary control, and nobody was yet
urging independence. But the Congress did
condemn the Coercive Acts as unconstitutional
and tyrannical, along with a dozen others since
1763, thus countenancing the resistance of
Massachusetts to them; it approved the arming
of local militia and other defense measures; and
it adopted the famous Continental Association,
which was a non-importation, non—exportation,
non-consumption agreement aimed at British
trade. Enforcement was left in local hands, and
the various local committees of ardent patriots
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Patrick HENRY

did their duty well. Not everybody rose to the
heights of self-denial that these regulations
called for, but the Association was adopted by
nearly all the colonies, and it imposed upon
American daily life a degree of control such as
was never equaled, perhaps, until our own time.

After a session of about seven weeks, Congress
adjourned, having resolved to meet again in
the spring if there had been no redress of griev-
ances. Before that time Lord North made and
Parliament approved a conciliatory proposal
that was too little and too late. Hostilities had
broken out before it could be considered; and
in the meantime Massachusetts had been de-
clared in a state of rebellion. In those days of
slow communication, local events were inde-

LIRERTYT

OR

Give me

DEATH!'

pendent of contemporary actions on the far-
distant parliamentary scene, and the train was
already laid for violent explosion in Massachu-
setts. General Gage was now in command of the
British troops in Boston, whence they marched
into the countryside from time to time, seeking
to forestall the militiamen in the collection of
ammunition.

The clash of resounding arms had not yet
been heard to the northward when a Virginia
convention met in Old Saint John’s Church in
Richmond in March 1775, but Patrick Henry
believed that war was inevitable unless the col-
onists should become abject. It was then, while
urging greater military preparations on the
part of his own colony, that he spoke his most
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In Old Saint Jokn’s Church, Richmond, Henty urged a revolutionary convention to
be more forceful It was here that he said ‘Gre me liberty or death

famous words Give me hiberty or give me
death Richard Henry Lee supported him clo
quently Thomas Jefferson who as a rule
avaided speechmaking argued warmly on the
same side and certain of the Virginia milita
men alterward printed ‘Laberty or Death’ on
their hunting shirts These men were not yet
demanding political independence from the
King and Empre, but they were advocating
resistance to what they regarded as tyranny
and the defense of iberties which had been long
enjoyed

GeneraL THOMAS GAGE commanded His
Majesty’s troops tn troublesome Boston




THE CLASH OF RESOUNDING ARMS

THE sTORY of events at Lexington and Concord
on April 19, 1775, when the embattled farmers
fired the shot that was heard round the world,
has become part of the sacred folklore of the
entire American people. The purpose of the
British expedition was to destroy the supply of
arms and ammunition at Concord and, if pos-
sible, to capture the Patriot leaders, Sam
Adams and John Hancock, who were in Lex-
ington. The silversmith Paul Revere and
William Dawes, who were sent to spread the

alarm, got to Lexington but were stopped be-
fore they reached Concord. Dr. Samuel PrfeS-
cott gave the warning there and the British
found few stores. At Lexington the relatively
large detachment of British redcoats found_a
small body of minutemen drawn up on the vil-
lage common, and in a2 moment of excitement
fired on them without command, killing or
wounding almost a score. There were practic-
ally no British casualties here, but there werea
few at Concord Bridge and many more on the



way back The total British casualties were
nearly 300 while the American were less than
a hundred The King’s men had been the ag
gressors, but the foray fared them 1ll

In faraway Virgina, Jefferson noted thata
‘phrensy of revenge’ had seized upon all ranks
of the people More immedately, the provincial
congress of Massachusetts authorized the rais

tinental Congress met, and n the mddle of
Juneit elected George Washington commander

1n chief of the Continental forces The original
suggestion came from John Adams, and the
naming of this Virginian made the struggle a
continental rather than a local conflict Also, as
we now know, Washington gave the colonial
cause a nobility of spirtt which it never lost

ng of a large force and made appeals foraxd . The battle of Bunker Hill, however, occurred

which were quickly responded to by her neigh
bors Within less than a month the second Con

on June 17, before he had arrived at Cambndge
to take command



PauL REVERE’s midnight ride ended with his capture by the British
They released Revere and three other prisoners early the next morning



Wirriam DAwES rode to Lexington by a different route
met Revere there and started to Concord wtth hm
Daues escaped capture and galloped back to Lexington

Paul Rever arranged unth Charlestown friends that hights n
the steeple of North (Christ) Church i Boston would stgnal
the redcoats voute should they send an exped t on to Concord
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PauL REVERE’S midnight ride ended with his capture by the British
They released Revere and three other prisoners early the next morning



The battle called Bunker Hill wason Charles-
town peninsula, north of Boston The Amer-
1cans, seeking to forestall the British from oc-
cupying Dorchester Heights, were drniven from
Breed’s Hill and then from Bunker Hill, and
the British ganed a nominal victory at an ex-
cessive cost The colonists fought better for their
Itberties than they ever had for therr King
Tharr casualties were much smaller than the
British, but these included Dr Joseph Warren,
a major figure among the Boston Patriots who
had just been voted a major general’s commus-
sion by the Massachusetts provincial congress
He had not yet assumed 1t, howev¢r, and met
his death while participating as a volunteer
John Trumbull depicted the scene 1 one of
the earhest of his historical paintings of the
Revolution
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GEORGE WASHINGTON of Virginia was elected commander-in-chief by the sec-
ond Continental Congress, which convened as a result of events in Massachusetts.

John Trumbull’s painting of Bunker Hhill was finished eleven years ;Ijnha,
the battle. Though criticized for inaccuracy it is still a popular pawlits:



L
First great battle of the war was Bunker Hill Of the attacking British
1054 tere kalled or wounded The Amencans suffered 371 kulled or wounded
according fo one esttmate 411 according to another and 30 were captured
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Benjamin Franklin was among those accredited o the second Continental Congress by Pennsylvania.

FIGHTING WITH WORDS, 1775

Tuus THE COLONISTS took up arms in the spring
of 1775, and their reasons for so doing were
stated for them by the second Continental Con-
gress in the summer. This body had met in
Philadelphia in May, but it sat in the State
House now rather than in Carpenter’s Hall.
There were important new members, includ-
ing Benjamin Franklin, who was back from
England and a member of the Pennsylvania
delegation. This Congress, at the beginning,
had the same President and Secretary as the
first one, but after a couple of weeks John Han-
cock of Massachusetts succeeded Peyton Ran-
dolph of Virginia in the chair. Randolph re-
turned to Williamsburg to preside over the
House of Burgesses, which had been called into
session by the irascible Governor, Lord Dun-

more. Randolph seemed to be more nee(?ed
there, especially since so many of the leadll.lg
Whig characters had gone to the Gongressin
Philadelphia—including Patrick Henry, whom
Lord Dunmore regarded as a man of ‘desper-
ate circumstances’ and had declared an out-
law. To fill Randolph’s place as a delegate
came Thomas Jefferson from the House of
Burgesses.

This was the first time that this tall, sandy-
haired, and studious Virginian had ever left
his province on a public mission. He said after-
ward that he was drawn into public affairs
against his personal tastes and wishes ‘by emer-
gencies which threatened our country :Vlth
slavery, but ended by establishing it free. He
was destined to play a more important part In



W hen cholerte Lord John Murray Dunmore Gov
ermor of Virgimia_ called the House of Burgesses wto
session Peyton Randolph came home from the Con
timental Congress fa preside Thomas Jefferson re
placed hm 1n Philadelphia

establishing that freedom than he could have
realized and at a personal cost much greater
than he could have expected With twoservants
and four horses he made the ten day trip from
Williamsburg 1n more style than he could af
ford when he became President of the Republic
more than a score of years later

Though a fine gentleman he was not a pre
tentious person and having no flair for public
speaking he was a silent member during de
bate On the other hand he had a distnct flawr
for paper work and the reputation of hus mas
terly pen had preceded hum Not unnaturally
therefore he was added to the for

Taking Up Arms—along with the more cau

tious John Dickinson of Pennsylvama He drew
rather too strong a draft and the one that was
adopted was mostly Dickinson s thoughitre

tained some words of Jefferson s which set the
controversy on a higher plane than that of
mere taxation Among other memorable things
he said

Our forefathers inhabitants of the rsiand of Great
Britarn Ieft thewr native land 1o seck on these shores a
residence for cruad and religious freedom

Dickinson who thought more in terms of
the d atssue and was more

drawing A Declaration on the Necessity of

hopeful of conciliation than Jefferson or John

Oy
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Joun DicKINSON was the chief author
of the ‘Declaration on the Necessity of
Taking Up Arms’ adopted by Congress.

Adams, also drew what is known as the Olive
Branch Petition, but they all learned some
months later that the King had not even deigned
to receive it. Meanwhile, the Congress rejected
Lord North’s conciliatory proposal, which had
finally arrived and come up for consideration.
The crux of the proposal was that Parliament
would forebear to tax any colony if it would
make provision, to the satisfaction of Parlia-
ment, for its own expenses and government.
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Lorp Norta s conctliatory lax pro
posal was rejected by the Congress
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Phuladelphia as members of the Congress saw st must have looked much as 1t
does 1 this ‘East Prospect  from the Jersey Shore® published in 17
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This was wholly unsatisfactory to Jefferson,
who drew the reply for Congress, *because it
imports only a suspension of the mode, not a
renunciation of the pretended right to tax us.”

The liberty-loving Jeflerson was convinced
by now that arms would have to come to the
support of words, and thesc various petitions
and addresses seemed to John Adams little
more than children’s play at marbles or push-
pin. Their chief contemporary value wasin
giving popularity to the Patriot cause; they
were a phase of what we now call ‘psychologi-
cal warfare,” which the Patriots waged skillfully
while the arrogant British officials of the era
strengthened American opposition by their at-
titude of contempt. Chief of these arrogant
Britishers was King George I1II, to whom the
colonists werec still professing loyalty. During
the summer, when Congress was adjourned,
the King proclaimed the colonies in open re-
bellion. By this time the differences between
them and the mother country may have become

irrcconcilable, but no one was more to blame
than George II1 for the fact that no real alter-
native was left between open rebellion and
complete submission.

When Congress reassembled in the autumn
of 1775, the main body of opinion had caught
up with Franklin, Jeflerson, and John Adams,
and the delegates were ready to deny their al-
legiance to Parliament. They did this in their
reply to the royal proclamation that they were
in rebellion. They still acknowledged the King,
but to many it now seemed that he was the bit-
terest enemy of colonial rights and privileges
Force had been applicd and had been met with
resistance; and to many, though not yet to
most, the inevitable next step seemed ‘seces-
sion’ from the Empire. Jefferson described the
state of opinion in a letter to a British friend:
‘We want neither inducement nor power to de-
clare and assert a separation. It is will, alone,
that is wanting, and that is growing apace un-
der the fostering hand of our King.’




THE TORRENT

of

Independence

A MATTER OF COMMON SENSE

UBLIC opinion 1n favor of poliu
cal independence developed rap-
1dly 1n the early months of 1776
External events—such as the bel-
licose actions of Lord Dunmore,
the Royal Governor of Virgima—uwere a strong
contributing factor This dour Scottish Lord,
who had taken refuge on a Briush warship, had
summoned the Negro slaves to revolt and join
the King's forces, and at the very begimning of
the New Year had caused the port of Norfolk
to be bombarded He was commonly blamed
for the fire that followed and, though net men
uoned by name, he directly mspired a denun

ciatory sentence that Jeffersan afterward put
nto the Declaration Dunmare had ‘ravaged
our coasts,’ and there were other threats to the
southward, but in March the Briush evacuated
Boston, and after the temporary withdrawal of
the regulars to Hahfax they had no foothold
the colonies unul late summer Also, as the
spring wore on, the Patriot leaders had intima
tions of likely aid from the French against their
old enemy

The military and diplomatic situation had
become more encouraging but the most im
portant nfluence upon the public mind was
exerted by a pamphlet of forty seven pages

—
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called Common Sense. Published in January and
sold for two shillings, it attained a reputed sale
of 120,000 in the first three months, and some
half a million copies appear to have been sold
altogether. In view of the small population of
the country at the time, these figures were
phenomenal. This brief work still commands
great interest, for there is timelessness in its
nervous and vivid prose, while there is univer-
sality in its spirit.

The author, Thomas Paine, thirty-ninc
years old, had come to America from England
a few years before, bearing letters of introduc-
tion from Benjamin Franklin, who was then
serving as colonial agent in London. Defeated,
like many another, in the battle at home, Paine
had sought to avail himsclf of the opportunities
of a new world, occupying himself as a journal-
ist. According to the custom of the time, how-
ever, he published this pamphlet anonymously;
and in the preface to the third edition he said
that knowledge of the Author was wholly un-
necessary to the public, since the proper object
of attention was ‘the Doctrine itself, not the Man."
The pamphlet was so much in the spirit of Ben-
jamin Franklin that many attributed it to that
famous newspaper man, who alone among the
leading Patriots could have matched the brisk
journalistic style. Paine had consulted Dr.
Benjamin Rush of Philadelphia about it, but
in its freedom from inhibitions and its rev-
olutionary fervor the work was distinctively
his own. He served more cautious minds as a
catalytic agent, and the American Patriots
roundly applauded him when they determined
his identity. It is an idle question just how soon
this was, for the really important thing was
what was said, not who said it. The comment of
George Washington was indicative of patriotic
opinion: the sober General thoroughly ap-
proved this ‘sound doctrine and unanswerable
reasoning.’

The chief significance of this burning pam-
phletlay in its call for immediate independence.
Paine skillfully marshaled practical arguments

but, like most agitators, he minimized difficul-
tics for which responsible leaders had to allow,
In dealing with the constitutional controversy
he may have made no points not already
made by James Otis, John Adams, Thomas
Jeflerson, and others; but he went beyond
the specific questions at issue to make a pow-
erful attack on monarchy as an institution,
the British monarchy in particular, and to set
forth in glowing language the virtues of a re-
public. He asserted that ‘a thirst for absolute
power is the natural disease of monarchy.’ Also,
he said: ‘A government of our own is a natural
right.’

His complete identification of himself with
the colonial cause may have been presumptu-
ous in such a recent comer, but no Patriot
could object when he glorified and universal-
ized it. “The sun never shined on a cause more
just,” he said. The cause of America, he de-
clared, was that of all mankind. No one until
then had so clearly perceived or so strikingly
described the historic mission of America as
the hope and asylum of free peoples.

O ye that love mankind! Ve that dare oppose not
only the tyranny but the tyrant, stand forth! Every
spol of the old world is overrun with oppression.
Freedom hath been hunted round the globe. Asia and
Africa have long expelled her. Europe regards her
like a stranger, and England hath given her warn-
ing to depart. O receive the fugitive, and prepare in
time an asylum for mankind.

Thomas Jefferson had not yet spoken such
inspiring words, but he heard these in his native
county, where he was lingering in the spring
of 1776 because of his own illness and the
death of his aged mother. He received from one
of his friends in Philadelphia ‘A present of 2/
worth of Common Sense,’” and it seemed t0
him, as it had to Tom Paine, that the period of
debate was over. He and most of his fellows
were ready for decisive action when he got
back to Congress in the middle of the month of
May.



THOMAS PAINE s somat ngs were one of the most influentral forces 1 the Revolut on
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THE VOICE OF THE PROVINCES

Tue FIRsr coLONy thatspecifically empowered
s del to support Independ was
North Carolina by action of 1ts Prosincial Con
gress on April 12 These instructions were not
d to the G 1 Congress for
several weehs however, and in the meantme
that body adaopted on May 10 a resolution of
John Adams urging the various colonies to form
governments of their own The preamble of this
occasioned more heated debate than the reso
lution ttself, since 1t called for the full exercise of
local government and the suppression of all
royal authority and this was not passed until
fve days later Certain delegates from the aud
dle colonies ohjected and sentiment among
them continued to be more uncertamn than
among the Mew Englanders the \ wmmans
the North Carolimians and the Georgians
Adams, who was prone to superlatives and pre
mature congratulations regarded this as the
most important Resolution that ever was taken
1 America, interpreting it as meaning inde
pendence Tt called for local actions and while
warting for a more formal statement on behalf
of all the colomes the impatent New Eng
lander noted that every day by every post In
dependence rolled in like a torrent  The dele
gates were getting letters from their constitu
encies
The strongest current flow ed from the Yargest
of the colomes Virgima where 2 histonic con
vention was meeting n this month of May
Leading Patriots such as Peyton Randolph and
Patrick Henry were there instead of in Phila
delphia and Jefferson deeply regretted that he
could not be, for something important was sure
to happen The day after he got bach to the
seat of Congress his countrymen in Willinms
burg adopted a resolution that not only author
1zed therr representatives in Philadelphia to
vote for and sign a declaration that the colomies

were free and independent states but alson
structed them to propose that Congress make
one Coupled with these instructions were rel
crences to foreign alhances and a confedera

uon This provincial resolution along with the
earhier one from North Carolina was presented
on May 27 to Congress where 1t lav on the
table for ten days while the delegates debated
other matters Then on June 7 Richard Henry
Lee, changing the wording somewhat pre

sented a resolution that embodied three ex

plicit propositions

That these United Colonues are and of night ought
to be free and independent States that they are ab
solved from all allegiance to the British Crown and
that all political connectron betw een them and the State
of Great Brilan ts, and ought to be totally dissoled

That 1t 1s expedient forthutth to take the most
effectual measures for formmg foreign Allances

That a plan of confederation be prepared and trans
mutted to the respectie Colontes for therr consideration
and approbation

The anstocratic Lee had long been one of
the most active of the Patriot leaders, both at
home and 1n Congress, and in eloguence he
was rated only a little below Patrick Henry He
spoke here not for himself alone but for the Vir
gima delegation, of which he was the ranking
member, that1s he had received a larger vote
than any of the others in the provincial con
venuon of the previous summer which had
elected him, Jefferson standing next The mo
tion was seconded by John Adams, and the
working alliance between Massachusetts and
Virginia was thus cemented afresh In the de-
bate he and Lee were also the leading sup-
porters of the resolution, along with George
Wythe, the legal luminary who taught so many
budding lawyersn Wilhamsburg His pupil



Jefferson, who was even more ardent but who
loathed debating just as George Washington
and Benjamin Franklin did, sat silent and kept
the notes on which this story largely rests.

The chief opposition came from representa-
tives of Pennsylvania, New York, and South
Carolina. These provinces had not yet made up
their minds. As Jefferson put it, they ‘were not
yet matured for falling from the parent stem,’
though fast advancing to that degree of ripe-
ness. Meetings were being held, or about to be
held, in most of the middle colonies and there
was good reason to wait until these had spoken.
There was no doubt about the attitude of the
majority, but it was supremely important to
present a united front to the world; hence the
delegates waited until they should achieve
unanimity. They wisely postponed to July 1 a
vote on the resolution of independence.
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By that time the Province of Virginia had
become a State by the adoption of a Constitu-
tion and the election of Patrick Henry as Gov-
ernor. There was nothing on earth that Jeffer-
son would have so liked to be as the author of
that first Virginia Constitution, and actually
he sent a draft for it, but another task fell to his
active pen. Since there seemed little doubt of
the eventual vote for independence, Congress
named a committee to draw a proper paper
against that time. This committee consisted of
Jefferson, John Adams, Franklin, Roger Sher-
man of Connecticut, and Robert R. Livingston
of New York. The paper was drafted by June
28, when the committee presented it; but be-
fore describing the evolution of this as a docu-
ment we shall carry the congressional story to
the point when the delegates began to discussit

on July 3.
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THE GREAT DECISION

On JuLy 1, according to agreement, discussion
of Lee’s resolution of June 7 was resumed, and
ths lasted two days To be precise, the Con

gress resolved itself into a commuttee of the
whole for this purpese John H: k gave up

sard many tunes previously What he objected
to was not so much the action as the ttming
Adams himself saw no real point 1 any sort of
debate, since all the arguments had been pre
ted only 1n the Congress but also in

the chair and Benyammin Harnison of Virginia, a
large and portly man, assumed 1t This com
mttee of the whole reported back to the Con-
gress, which alone could take formal action All
they did at the end of the first day was to ask
leave to sit again on the morrow They did not
report their proceedings and these are not con
tamed in the formal Journal For our knowl
edge of these we are dependent therefore on the
notes and recollections of the persons present—
especially those of John Adams and Jefferson
In the commuttee of the whole the resolution
was carried by the vote of nine of the thurteen
colomies each of which voted as a unit accord
1ng to the rule of the Congress, no matter how

pamphlets and papers and 1n d
at every firessde He assumed the task of pre-
senting them again 1n favor of the resolution
however, because nobody else seemed disposed
to speak, and also because a fresh delegauon
had appeared from New Jersey and these men
nststed that they must hear the argument
Adams claimed that he had made no special
preparation, and although he wished on this
important occaston that he had the talents and
eloquence of the ancient classical orators he
never pretended he did Jefferson later sard of
this old colleague that he ‘was not graceful nor
eloquent, nor remarkably fluent, but he came
out occastonally with a power of thought and
P that moved us from our seats * It was

many del 1thad Pennsyl and South
Carolina were 1n the negative, the two dele-
gates from Delaware spht the vote of that col
ony, and the New Yorkers, who expected au-
thorization from home eventually but had not
then receved it, abstained This was consider
ably less than the unanimity that scemed desir-
able, hence the deferment of dectsion to an
other day

In the debates, John Dickinson of Pennsyl
vama opposed the resolution According to
Adams, he elaborated at great length and with
great eloquence and politeness what he had

1n this connection that Jefferson termed Adams
“‘our Colossus on the floor,” and in this mstance
the Colossus indubitably impressed the Jersey
men One of them, Richard Stockton, called
him ‘the Atlas of Amencan independence *
The South Carolintans had implied that they
would give 1n the next day for the sake of un-
ammuty, as they did The adherence of that far-
southern province raised the vote from nine to
ten On July 2, a majonity of the delegates pres
ent from Pennsylvania were favorable, two of
the opponents of the resolution having stayed
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away, and the affirmative vote was thus in-
creased to eleven. New York still abstained for
the same reason as before, but little Delaware
provided a dramatic episode which was favor-
able to the cause of independence. An absent
delegate, Caesar Rodney, had been hastily
summoned. Riding eighty miles by night and
day through rain and thunder, he got there in
time to break the tie in his delegation. So the
committee of the whole could now recommend
action to the Congress, and the vote in that
body was unanimous for all the colonies that
voted. The adherence of New York was con-

Caesar Rodney of Delaware rode eighty miles, night
and day, to break a tie in his delegation and gwve Dela-
ware’s support to Lee’s fateful motion for independence

fidently expected. It was given on July g by 2
convention there and on July 15 word of this
reached Congress.

It must not be assumed that the sentiment of
the entire population of the thirteen states ap
proached this degree of unanimity, or that the
action of this Congress would be recognized as
binding by all the citizenry throughout the
land. The Loyalists, or Tories, would not bow
to this authority unless forced to, yet this group
comprised perhaps a third of the total popula-
tion and included many of the more prosperous
people, especially in the North. The presence
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Joun Avawms seconded the Varg n an s resolut on
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CoNGRESS VOTING INDEPENDENCE.

of many and influential Loyalists was one of
the main reasons why the middle colonies had
been reluctant to press the issue of independ-
ence. The Patriots, or Whigs, had assumed con-
trol and they knew that besides the King they
had the Loyalists to contend with, and many
indifferent people to win over. By resolving to
strike for independence they were assuming a
grave risk. John Adams, like an eighteenth-
century Winston Churchill, foresaw ‘the toil,
and blood, and treasure’ which this venture
would surely cost, although he also saw through
the gloom ‘the rays of ravishing light and glory.’

. ~
L Ty S »/ U eV U,

¥ ¢

- - e s *

A o ¢
. ]" .

'y - i

i LR 1
"T‘/ - N ~.
L 2 Uad -
I P 'r‘*\\-‘. ab .
T - .

. i

The vote on July 2 marked the great decision
from which there could be no turning back,
and it is no wonder John Adams thought that
date should be celebrated in future years The
act of severing the tie with the mother country
was then agreed to, and the resolution' then
adopted was a declaration. The discussion of
July 3 and 4 was about the form of the an-
nouncement that marked the birth of a nation
It was about a document that was ready and
waiting, and to the story of this we now turl
To us the document, and not the fateful reso-
lution, 1s the Declaration.
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of a Frree People

DRAFTING THE DOCUMENT

HE name of Jefferson came first
on the commuttee chosen to draw
the Declaration, and that of John
Adams was second, because that
was the order of the vote This
sceming sign of preference for the former 1s not
primanly attnibutable to his fame at this junc
ture, at thirty three he was the youngest of the
five, except for Robert R Livingston, and his
reputation could not have been expected to
equal that of Franklin and Adams But the res
olution of independence had been introduced
in the name of Virginia and the proprieties
called for the selection of a representative of
that province, which was the largest of them all
anyway The natural person to elect 1t seems
would have been Richard Henry Lee and some
currency has been given to the explanation

that he was left off because of his unpopularity
A better explanation 1s that Lee destred and ex
pected to go home shortly, and that Jefferson
stood next to him 1n the delegation

In any case, this was a lucky choice, for Lee
though much the better speaker of the two, was
far inferior to Jefferson as a writer and a mind
Along with a record of unflinching patriot-
1sm, the younger man had brought with him
to Philadelphia ‘a reputation for hiterature,
science, and a happy talent for compostuzen’,
and his contemporaries had already noted
his ‘peculiar felicity of expression ’ Beside his
graceful and luminous prose the formal writ
1ngs of John Adams seem ponderous and dull
As a cotner of aphorisms Franklin was second
to none of course, and the learned Doctor was
never boring, but, as has been sard withawit
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To THOMAS JLrTERSON fell the tash of drafting the formal Declaration of Independence.



which would have delighted him he would
probably have put a joke in the Declaration 1f
1thad been commtted to hum The logic of eir

cumstances pointed the finger of destiny at Jef
ferson, not merely as the ranking commuttee

man but also as the author of the first great
charter of the Republic

The remimiscences of Adams and Jefferson
are notin full agreement about what went on
within the committee though the differences
are actually unimportant According to the
former the commuttee met and appointed him
and Jefferson on a subcommuttee Then he pre
sented to his reluctant colleague reasons why

I Bengamin FRANKLIN had drafied the
1t has been sard ke would probably
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alearned treatise nor yet to create a work of
the imagination though he lavished on every
word of this relatively brief composition the fas
udious care of a poet and imparted to 1t the
music that was 1n his soul He was not straining
for novelty but as he said later was trying to
place before mankind the common sense of the
subject 1n terms so firm and plain as to com
mand their assent and to jusufy ourselves in
the independent stand we are compelled to
take He intended this document to be ‘an ex
pression of the American mind and he sought
to grve 3t the tone and spinit that the occasion
called for

He said that 1t was not copted from any par
ticular and previous writing - but he must have
hadin mind at least one prestous composition
of luis own Before the middle of June he had
put on paper his ideas about a desirable consti
tution for his native commonwealth and had
sent a draft to the convention 1n Williamsburg
by ks old fnend and teacher George Wythe

Feffersom drafted the Declaration on a portable writing desk of hus own design

who was going home The preamble of this con
sisted of a series of charges against George IT1—
who had endeas ored to persert his kingly office
mto a detestable and insupportable tyranny
Jeflerson s proposed constitution was not ac
cepted partly because of tts late submussion
but his charges against the king were adopted
as a preamble The charges which comprise
the larger part though not now the best known
part of the Declaration are very similar Jeffer
son must have availed himself of his own earlier
handiwork but he now improved upon it
Insome sense the most famous part of the
Declaration—the brief philasophical passage
almost at the beginning—had also been re
cently anticipated In advance of thetr constitu
tion hs fellow Virgimans had adopted a Dec
laration of Rights drawn by George Mason of
Gunston Hall 1n which the universal rights of
human beings were proclaimed This yustly
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This story may have brought some comfort
to the wnithing author and Congress did not
goso far as to eliminate everything but the res
olution of independ though the del
unlike some later congressmen effected econ
omyin words Actually they helped his com
position more than they hurt 1t They deleted
unnecessary phrases at a number of places and
eliminated the most extravagantly worded of
allthe charges—the one about the foresgn slave
trade This trade richly deserved condemna
tion and the Briush government had certamly
imposed obstacles when the province of Vir
gim2 had sought to stop 1t but the inhumane
traffic and 1ts train of evils could not be so ex
clusively blamed on George III The South
Carohmans and Georgians were not ready to
endit and the New Englanders were not un
aware of the lucrative share they had had in 1t
The Declaration became stronger and farer
when Jefferson s most eloquent passage was left
;:‘u( this overstrained rhetoric would actually

ave weakened 1t The Congress employed wise
tactics when 1t deleted a passage 1 which Scot
n;h mercenaries were coupled with foreign for
:"llslk;ould have offended Scots in America as
m"m:am Scotland A reference to foreign
- bcms was left in another place but
Very Interpreted as meaning the Hessians
final Properly Congress changed Jefferson s

Paragraph so as to include in 1t the precise

! of the resolution of inde Just
adopted It left out several moving phrases of
his toward the end unfortunately perhaps but
1t did not alter hus final words  we mutually
pledge to each other our hives our fortunes and
our sacred honour

The function that Congress had performed
wisely on the whole was editorial The author
himself had breathed eternal Ife mto what
easily might have been a dull state paper and
had imparted to 1t not merely ns own rare
felicaty of phrase but what was mare 1mpor
tant a noble elevation of spirit The Declara
tion 15 no mere political mamiesto As has been
well said 1t1s a kind of war song 1t1s a stately
and passionate chant of human freedom 1t1sa
prose lync of civil and mthtary heroism  Jeffer
son himself never described 1t 1in such glowing
terms and he thought of himself as 2 scientist
not a poet But time healed the wounds m
flicted on his spirit by the congresstonal edi
tors and his pride 1n the Declaration mcreased
with the passing years untl at the last it stood
first 1n hts own mind among his memorable
achievements To his countrymen also 1t has
seemed that the first public paper of the Re
public 1s the best one They mtght eastly have
wearted under endlessly repeated readings but
actually they never have Its well worn phrases
still have the freshness of life because 1t nobly
evokes the undying spmt of human freedom
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A copy of Dunlap’s printing was wafered into the Rough Fournal of Congress.



THE DECLARATION IS PROCLAIMED

Concress orpEren that the Declarauon be
:x;:cem;(catcd, and on July 4th President John
sngncc;)c., ;nd Secretary Charles Thomson
ahoands dhc printing of the document was
o :‘e , and the commuttee of five was in
i, 0 attend to this If Jefferson saw it

ough the press he permutted certamn depar

tures from the manuscript which 1s preserved
mn his papers It has been wittily said that
the capitahization and punctuation followed
neither previous copies, nor reason, nor the
custom of any age known to man,’ and the
people who have bothered about the matter
have generally blamed the first printer The

-
Ciiarees THOMSON as Secretar) of the Co
President John Hancock s signature on

77
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Fohn Dunlap's printing shop was busy the night of July
{ prnting the first offical text of the Declaration.

copyv (which has not survived) may have been
haird to follow, and John Dunlap had to work
tast e pnnted the Declaration that mightin
« broadside that mavy be capricious in its punc-
tation and 1ts capital letters but is very satisfy-
g i ats typography.

A blank space had been left for it in the
Rough Journal of Congress, and on the next
dav 1t was attached there by a wafer This
printed verston thus became the first official
copy Owing to the abstention of the New York
delecates rom the final vote, 1t could notyet
be called the *Unanimous Declarauon’ of the
thirteen states, It was modestly entitled *A Dec-
laraton by the Representauves of the United
States in General Congress Assembled,” and it
boic no names except those of Hancock and
Thomson In this congressional document there
was naturally no acknowledgment to Jefferson
and the committee

Congress had ordered that copies of the
Dectaration be sent to the several assemblies
and conventions, to the committees or councils
of safety, and to the commanding officers of the
continental troops in order that it might be pro-
claimed in every state and to the army. These
copies began to go off on July 5th, but many of
the broadsides were a long time reaching their
destination. If horses ran any faster in 15776
than they did in the time of the Roman em-
perors the American roads were worse. The

first broadside was received by the Committ
of Safety in Philadelphia, but several da
were required to arrange a suitable celebratio
The Declaration was proclaimed in its nati
city on July 8, as it was that day in Easto
Pennsylvania, and Trenton, New Jersey.
The proclamation in the yard of the Sta
House of Pennsylvania is of special interes
Onc hostile observer said that ‘very few respe
table people’ were present, and it certain!
should not be supposed that enthusiasm W
universal in the City of Brotherly Love. Ther
were always many Loyalists among its mor
sedate and prosperous citizens, and probabl
few of that class were present. But John Adam
reported that there was a great crowd of peop!
—most of them plain, perhaps—and they le!
no doubt of their approbation. The Declara
tion was read—presumably by John Nixon,
member of the Committee of Safety—fron
what Adams described as ‘that awfull stage.
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This was a cncular platorm that had been
erected by the Anenican Philosaplical Socrety
for astrononucal observaton, and fromt David
Rittenhouse often observed the stare and
planets Fhe saientfic setting was acadental,
and Adams and Jeflerson were not featured
Actually, they were not yet members of the
Amencan Philosophical Societs, though then
colleavue Frankhn was the founder Jefterson
must have boon there thoueh he did not men-
ton 1t There was grear popular esultation
Cheers tose to the shy | the bells rang alf day
and almost all meht, even the chimers of the
cmmently respectable and conservative Chist
Church jommg in, and despite the shortage of
posder thete were volleys from the militia
Celebratons followed throurhout the land,
as the post niders proceeded wath theun printed
copies of the Dodlaraton General Washington,
who was thenin New York, had the several
brigades of the army diawnupatop m on
July g o hearitiead Tt wasin s aty on that
very meght that the leaden equestrian statue of

Jous NisoN fhad the honor of reading the
Declaration on July 8, 1776, in Philadelphia

New York Sons of Liberty celebrated the Declaration by pulling down a leaden statue of George 111



King George T was thrown down, and a liter-
ary gentleman compared the fallen monarch
to Luaifer The expectation, afterward largely
fulfilled, was that the lead would be used for
bullets ‘to asssmilate with the brain of our in-
fatuated adversanes " But General Washington,
who stood to gain ammumtion, did not like
such rioung, he favored a decorous revolution
In more distant Boston, on July t8th, Ab:
gail Adams, after Listening to a good sermon
followed the crowd that gathered before the
State House and heard the Declaration pro-
claimed from the balcony She also informed
her hushand John that the King s arms were
afterward taken down and burned in King
Street, along with other vestiges, thus ending
rojal authority in this state The destruction of
regal symbols went on 1n many places A pic
ture of the King was burned in Daver Dela-
ware, while the miliia made a circle round the
fire Toward the end of July a child was bap
tized 1n East Windsor, Connecticut by the

name of ‘Independence,” and betose the mdidle
of August the Declaration had arrsved 1 1e
mote Gerorgta which was generally sesched
from Philadelphia by sul v was read inSavan
nah at the Laberty Pole and at the Dattery
Alterward the officialy and other gentlemen
dined and drank toasts under the treey, and
that mght George 11T was solemnly intersed
that s as the speaker of the occasion sad huy
political existence was

In all these celebrations emphaus was lasd
on what the former colonists were escaping
from The charter of the new Republic was
read and applauded, and 1t may cven have
been heard 1f the clamor subsided sufficiently
It was also published in the ncwspapers
throughout the land and anyone who wanted
to hnow what 1ts contents and meaning really
were would have done well to read 1t for him-
self in a calmer moment This we can dowith
ease, for 1t has been reprinted countless times,
and we hasve certamn advantages n perspective

Fivic e gew, ..
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The Declaration of Independence

4 July 1776

THE UNANIMOUS DECLARATION OF THE THIRTEEN UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

SV K e

HEN IN THE COURSE OF HUMAN EVENTS,
it becomes necessary for one people to
dissolve the political bands which have
connected them with another, and to assume
among the powers of the earth the separate and
equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of
Nature’s God entitle them, a decent respect to the
opinions of mankind requires that they should de-
clare the causes which impel them to the separa-
tion.
E HOLD THESE TRUTHS TO BL SELF-
evident, that all men are created equal,
that they are endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable rights, that among these
are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. That
ta secure these rights, governments are instituted
among men, deriving their just powers from the
consent of the governed. That whenever any form
of government becomes destructive of these ends,
it is the right of the people to alter or to abolish it,
and to institute new government, laying its foun-
dation on such principles and organizing its pow-
ersin such form, as to them shall seem most likely
to effect their safety and happiness. Prudence, in-
deed, will dictate that governments long estab-
lished should not be changed for light and transi-
ent causes; and accordingly all experience hath
shown, that mankind are more disposed to suffer,
while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves
by abolishing the forms to which they are accus-
tomed. But when a long train of abuses and usur-
pations, pursuing invariably the same object
evinces a design to reduce them under absolute
despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw
off such government. and to provide new guards

for their future security. Such has been the pa
sufferance of these Colonies; and such is noy
necessity which constrains them to alter
former systems of government. The history ¢
present King of Great Britain is a history «
peated injuries and usurpations, all havir
direct object the establishment of an abs
tyranny over these States. To prove this, let
be submitted to a candid world.

He has refused ks assent to laws, the most u
some and necessary for the public good.

He has forbidden his Govgrnors to pass laws ¢
mediate and pressing mportance, unless suspend
their operation hil his assent should be obtamed
when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to atle
them

He has refused to pass other laws for the acco
dation of large distnicts of people, unless those £
would relinquish the right of representation i the ley
ture, @ right tnestimable to them and formidable lo
only

He has called together legislative bodues at place
usual, uncomfortable, and distant from the depostt
their public records, for the sole purpose of fatigung
wnto compliance with hus measures.

He kas dissolved representative houses repeal

for opposing with manly firmness hus invastons 0
r1ghis of the people.

He has refused for a long time, after such dis
trons, to cause others to be elected; whereby the legist
powers, wncapable of anmhilation, have returned
people at large for therr exercise; the State remaint
the meantime exposed to all the dangers of wwaston,
wathout and convulsions within

He has endeavoured to prevenl the population of



He has obstructed the admnstration of ustice, by
using his assent to laus for establishing judiciary
eers

He has made judges dependent on hus will alone, for

tenure of therr offices, and the amount and payment of
1 salartes

He has erected o multitude of new offices, and sent
her swarms of officers to harass our people, and eat out
1 substance

He has kept among us, 1 times of peace, standing
mies wsthout the consent of our legrslatures

He has affected to render the mililary independent of
1 suptnor o the cronl power

He has combined wtth others to subject us to a juns
tion foreign to our constitution, and unacknow ledged by

laws, giing his assent fo ther acts of pretended
sslation

For quartering large bodies of armed troops among

For pratecting them, by a mock tnal, from punish
nt for any murders w huch they should commut on the in-
Stants of these States

For cutting off our trade wath all parts of the world

For impostng taxes on us without our consent

For depraving us tn many cases of the benefits of tnial
tury

For transporting us beyond seas to be tried for pre-
ded offences

For abolishing the free system of English laws i a
ghbouring Province, establishng therein an arbitrary
ermment, and enlarging 1ts boundaries so as to render

tonct an example and fit instrument for introducing
same absolute rule into these Colonses

For taking auay aur Charters, abolishing our most
vable laws, and altering fundamentatly the forms of
governments

For Suspending our own Legaslatures, and declanng
mselves wnvested with power to legislate for us mall
o8 whatsoever

He has abdicated gouernment here, by declaring us
of s protection and waging war against us

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burnt

touns, and destroped the fites of our peaple

) He 15 al this ttme transporting large armies of

f:;t:mmm: to compleat the works of death, desola

’:[y " d)’;:mn], already begun with circumstances of
1fidy scarcely paralleled i the most barbar

vus ugey, ana tolally unworthy the head of a curhzed
natton

He kas constrained our fellow citizens taken captive
on the hugh seas to bear arms agawnst thewr country, to be
come the executioners of thewr friends and brethren, or to
fall themselees by therr hands

He has excrted domestic msurrections amongst us,
and has endeavoured to bring on the inhabtants of our
Jfrontiers the merciless Indian savages whose known rule
of warfare 1s an undistinguished destruction of all ages,
sexes, and conditons

In every stage of these oppressions we have petitioned
Jor redress 1 the mast humble terms our repeated petitrons
hate been answered only by repeated wmyury A prince
whose character 15 thus marked by every act which may

B N AT .

altempts by thar Legislature to extend an unw.arrantable
Jurisdiction over us We have reminded them of the ar
cumstances of our emugration and settiement here e
have appealed to therr native justice and magnanimity,
and we have conpured them by the ties of our common
kindred to disatow these usurpations, which would -
etitably interrupt our connections and correspondence
They toa have been deaf to the vorce of justice and of
cansanguinity We must, therefore acquiesce wn the neces
Sity, which denounces our separation, and hold them, as
we hold the rest of mankind, enemies tn war, in peace
friends

E, THEREFORE, the Representatives of the

Unmited States of Amesica, in General

Congress assembled, appealing to the
Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of
our intentions, do, tn the name and by authority
of the good people of these Colonies, solemnly
publish and declare, That these United Colonues
are, and of right ought to be Free and Independent
States, that they are absolved from all allegiance
10 the British Crown, and that all political con
nection between them and the State of Great
Britain 1s and ought to be totally dissolved, and
that as Free and Independent States they have
full power to levy war, conclude peace, contract
alliances, establish commeree, and to do all other
acts and things which independent States may of
right do And for the support of this declaration,
with a firm reltance on the protection of Divine
Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our
Luves, our fortunes and our sacred honor



P&

FACTS TO THE WORLD

THE papPER that had been adopted by Congress
and proclaimed from Georgia to New Hamp-
shire can be roughly divided into four parts: a
preamble. a philosophical paragraph, a list of
charges against the King, and at the end the
actual declaration of independence—including
the resolution adopted on July 2. In the sum-
mer of 1776 greatest attention was paid to the
last of these, for it represented the crucial de-
cision and the fateful public act. Next in in-
terest was the list of ‘abuses and usurpations’
justifying the severance of ancient political ties,
and this was a center of attention in the mother
country also.

In our times the emphasis is quite different.
The resolution of independence marks the be-
ginnings of the Repubilic, to be sure, but Amer-
icans have enjoved political independence so
long that they take it pretty much for granted.
The continuing appeal of the Declaration lies
in the opening sentences of the second para-
graph, and the universal and timeless philos-
ophy they express. Inseparable from them in
most minds is the noble preamble. containing
that matchless phrase, “a decent respect to the
opinions of mankind.” But the charges against
the King, which comprise the largest section,
can now be infused with reality only by the ex-
ercise of historical imagination. These specific
grievances—these facts ‘submitted to a candid
world —are no longer fresh in human mem-
ory. Happily. they have been forgotten by most
Americans.

Congress went to particular pains to avoid
the impression that it was indicting the British
people. wisely toning down certain denuncia-
tory expressions. Thus, while there is mention
of vain appeals to the British public to disavow
the ‘usurpations’ of American rights, the ref.
erences to ‘our British brethren’ were made in
a tone of sorrow rather than one of censure. As
we have seen. the charges ignored Parliament,

since the authority of that body had already
been denied. but they did comprise a summary
of colonial grievances over a considerable
period of time, including legislative acts, These
were the specific reasons for the cutting of the
last tie with the mother country, and, while
some of them were more generally understood
than others, few of them needed to be ex-
plained. From the time of the Stamp Act every-
body had known the meaning of ‘imposing
taxes on us without our consent.” From personal
experience the citizens of Massachusetts had
fullest comprehension of the reference to ‘tak-
ing away our charters, abolishing our most val-
uable laws, and altering the frame of our gov-
ernments,’ but it was sufficiently understood
elsewhere. The charges against the King were
very real. and every one of them related to
actual experience or potential threat.

They were stated baldly, to be sure, without
regard for attendant circumstances and im-
perial problems. American historians of today.
who have explored these matters with open
minds and a zeal for truth, question whether
these ‘repeated injuries and usurpations’ had
as their direct object ‘the establishment of an
absolute tyranny over these states.’ Some allow-
ance must be made for the ignorance and stu-
pidity of British officials. as well as for the
obstreperousness of certain colonists. English
historians have not often bothered to defend
George I11, who has remained the scapegoat.
but he was not quite so sinister a figure as the
one painted in the Declaration. As a despot he
was not in a class with Stalin and Hitler, or cer-
tain other moderns who might be named. )

Jefferson was using the language of politl?fl1
controversy, not of dispassionate scholarship.
He was writing as an American partisan, mak-
ing a case at the bar of public opinion. His per-
sonalizing of the grievances and concentrating
on the King was not wholly warranted. Butto
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his mind and the minds of the Patriots the issuc
had become clear and unescapable. British
policy was threatening to destroy liberties that
were dearer than life, and this policy was cen-
tered in the King, both as a symbol and a
person. About this time the author of the

TRUTHS

Tue AppING sIGNIFICANGE of the document, as
not merely the justification of a particular re-
volt of one people in specific circumstances,
but as a perennial expression of human hope,
lay in the few sentences that begin, ‘We hold
these truths to be self-evident.” The supreme
merit of the author’s achicvement {ay in the
fact that he imparted a quality of timelessness
and universality to what might have been
merely a national document, and if his col-
leagues were not all fully aware of what he was
doing, they did not object. Indeed, Congress
made these ‘truths’ official American doctrine
by adopting them at the beginning of the his-
tory of the Republic.

The meaning of this faith and doctrine may
be somewhat obscured in our own day by terms
which were thoroughly familiar at that time
but which have become rather archaic. In that
sense, and in that sensc only, this part of the
Declaration may secm dated. It harks back to
the philosophy of natural rights which was
better understood then than it is now. We
doubt if there ever was a ‘state of nature’in
which all men were free; we are uncertain of
the mecaning of ‘natural law’; we question
whether human government was based in the
first instance upon consent; and we slip over
such an expression as ‘unalienable rights’
without fully comprehending what it implied
in the eighteenth century.

Jefferson saw no need to define terms that
the enlightened minds of his time understood,
and we can get at the heart of the matter if we
regard the word ‘rights’ as merely the plural of

Dcclaration got from his collaborator Benjamin
Franklin a motto which he adopted for his own
scal: ‘Rebellion to tyrants is obedience to God.’
Though never adopted officially, this was a fit-
ting slogan for the American Revolution, and
it was implicit in the Declaration.

TO HOLD

the word ‘right® and think of it in the moral
scnsc. Rights, as the people in all ages under-
stand them, are simply what is right. Force
doces not make right and right derives from no
king. Jefferson and his contemporaries found
it in the universal law of nature; it arose from
the nature of things. It came from God, and
what God has given no man can take away;
this is inalicnable. ‘Rights,” therefore, belong
to all men because they are men and these
rights last as long as life does. Jefferson ex-
pressed the same thought and voiced the same
faith when he said: “The God who gave uslife
gave us liberty at the same time; the hand of
force may destroy, but cannot disjoin them.”
Liberty is right and God intends that all men
shall have it, and by the same token the force
that tyrants use can never be anything but
wrong.

It would be far too much to claim that this
assertion of the freedom of the human spirit
and the dignity of human nature was fully un-
derstood by everyone who threw up his hat
when the Declaration was proclaimed, or that
the implications of these ‘truths’ had been
really faced by Congress. But many Americans
must have sensed that they were doing far more
than repudiating a king, that they were starting
a Republic which had as its cornerstone the
rights of free individuals, that here in a brave
new world men would try to translate mto
human law and social institutions the laws of
the moral universe. Beyond any doubt the
author believed that the charter he drew had
just that meaning.



SIGNING THE CHARTER

Owwy TweLVE sTaTES had voted for the Declar-

ation on July 4, but the full number was soon

rounded out On July 19, soon after 1t recerved

offcial notice of the action 1 New York, Con-

gress resolved that the Declaration be engrossed

gn parchment with the title and style that have
ecome so famliar

The Unanumous Declaration of the Thirteen
United States of America *

m::\rn};:: ex}grusscd, 1t was to be signed by every
e w;'so Congress The copying on parch
e }]xobahly done by Timothy Matlack
o elphia, who had served for a ume as

ant to Secretary Charles Thomson and

was afterward a colonel in the Pennsylvama
milina and a member of Congress The copy
ing was 1n the sort of writing customarily used
1n formal documents, which meant that1t was
easier to look at than to read and the effort to
get the title on one line led to results that were
significant as well as amusing, since the word
‘STATES’ was written in large letters, while
‘united’ was 1n very small ones This was not an
maccurate representation of the actual polit
cal situation The engrossed Declaration was
signed on August 2

In those days Congress acted i no such
glaning ight of publicity as in our day, and of
ficial records were hept 1n no such detail as

&SI

Timoriy MATLAGK i sard fo have engrossed the formal

Declaration on parchment for the members of Congress to sign
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Tre DECLARATION OF INDEPERDENCE

panting  The Declaration of Independence
Were not present on August 2 and that others
of them were absent on July 4 It is a more im
portant consideration that he painted three
fourths of these hustoric characters from hfe
even though he caught them later—as he did
,]‘:glecrts}c:n some ten years afterward 1n Pans
ro ;r o; not he depicted an actual scene on
Franklmc a&' he gave us Jefferson Adams
i Pan the other committeemen along
i resident and Secretary of Congress
lookedlny others much as they must have
n their own time
r::i::;),w of the signing has been embrot
e Sl'tnany colorful legends and 1t would
he cas T}:ange indeed if such had not been
tmost ot 3re ;nost engaging and one of the
. of these 15 associated with Frank
ccording to this legend Prestdent John

de;
h;

Hancock observed We must be unanimous
there must be no pulling different wavs we
must all hang together Then Frankln re
plied Yes we must indeed all hang together
or most assuredly we shall all hang separately
This saying appears to have got nto print
about half a century after Frankhin s death
which was much too late for him to deny 1t and
as a witticism 1t certainly deserves to live
Very likely there was contemporary talk of
hanging for under Britsh law which might
very concarvably have been re establist ed the
Signers were all inble to the supreme penalty
as traitors Another story 1s told about Ben

reported to have boasted to the latter that he
would have a much easter time when the



9.

moment for hangeing came; his neck would be
broken in an instant, while Gerry would be left
Liching i the aie for o half hour. This sadly of
wit could not have occurred on August 2, how-
ever, fur Gerry was one of those whae signed
fater.

Much better bnown is the story of John Han-
cock’esipmnge That he wrote his name in large
botd letters anvone who looks at a reproduc-
t1en of the historic document can see, He jssup-
posrd to have «aid that he did this <o that John
Bull coutd read it without spectacles, and could
double the reward on his head. This was his
Lamous *defiance.” At all events, he created a
tigure of speech. From that day to this, John
H.ancoch' has been a synonym for signature,

The name of Hancock, as President, had
been attached to the Declaration that was first
proclaimed, so there was no possible sccret
about has participation in these revolutionary
cvents Anybody who went 1o the trouble could
have found the names of the other members of

Congress, but these did not appear in print as
Signers for some months yet. On January 18,
1777, Congress resolved that an authenticated
copy of the Declaration, with the names of the
members subscribing to it, be sent to cach of
the states. These were printed copics, though
authenticated by the actual signature of Han-
cock which Thomson attested, and the printed
names of the Signers were grouped by states.
Even so, the list was incomplete, for the name
of Thomas McKean of Delaware was left off.
Presumably, he did not attach it till later and
was the last of the Signers.

The Declaration on parchment, whose wan-
derings will be described in a later section, re-
mained the official document. This appeared
in 1823 in the copper-plate facsimile with which
successive generations became familiar, On this
the signatures and not just the names of the
Signers appear—fifty-five altogether, in ad-
dition to Hancock. These were the historic
“Votaries of Independence.’
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THE SIGNERS






THE

Signers

NE of the members of the Con
tiental Congress in the summer
of 1776 Dr Benjamin Rush said
that when he entered that door
he considered himself a citizen

of Amenca Nevertheless the filty five Signers
of the Declaration of Independence besides the
Pres dent attached ther names in thirteen
groups Each delegation from a colony or state
regardless of ws size voted as a unitn the Con
gressin Philadelphia The number of delegates
varied and not unnaturally more of them
came from relatively popul P, 1

than from more distant and more sparsely set
tled New Hampshire and Georgia The fact
that there were more S gners from Pennsyl
vania than any other province or common
wealth does not indicate that revolutionary
sentiment was strongest there In reality it was
sharply divided 1n the m ddle colonies and was
probably strongest in Massachusetts and Vir
gmia

In age these men ranged from the twenty six
years of Edward Rutledge of South Caro
Lina to Benjam Franklin s seventy They can

F

not be classified with p on grounds of



occupation, for this was not an age of special-
ization and occupations constantly overlapped.
Lawyers were more numecrous than the mem-
bers of any other profession, but many of these
were southern planters who got most of their
living from the land rather than the law. There
were four physicians, though their attention to
medicine was far from exclusive; and there was
one clergyman, John Witherspoon, president
of the College at Princeton. The country was
predominantly agricultural, but there were al-
most as many merchants as planters and farm-
ers, and a couple of the Pennsylvanians might
be described as manufacturers. Some delegates
—notably Franklin and Jefferson among the
major figures and Francis Hopkinson among
the minor —defy classification because of the
range and diversity of their interests and activi-
tics. At this stage practically all of them were
devoting themselves to public affairs, though
the class of professional politicians in the mod-
ern sense did not really exist.

But these men were entirely too well schooled
in public affairs to be called amateurs and they
took the road to revolution advisedly. Though
bold in action they were not reckless adventur-
ers, and with relatively few exceptions they
were men of substance. By the standards of
their time, a number of them were exceedingly
wealthy. President John Hancock had fallen
heir to a lordly fortune, and Robert Morris and
Philip Livingston were merchant princes.
Charles Carroll of Carrollton was reputed to
be the richest man in the colonies, though
among the great planters that title might be
contested in behalf of General George Wash-
ington or Henry Middleton of South Carolina,
whose son had succeeded him in Congress.

There were plain men among the Signers, as
some of the portraits show unmistakably, and
even though it may be true, as John Adams be-
lieved, that several ‘signed with regret, and
several others with many doubts,’ they all stood
forth in this instance as champions of liberty.
But they were heralds of political self-govern-
ment rather than class warfare and social rev-

olution, and it is an ironical fact that a very
considerable number of them suffered griev-
ously in their own fortunes in the course of the
war. After signing their names, some of them
soon drew into relative obscurity, leaving
scarcely a trace behind. Most of them contin-
ued to render public service as long as they
could, and some became major heroes of the
young Republic. It is doubtful, however, if any
of these men ever did anything that he took
more pride in than signing the great Declara-
tion. Certainly two of the most famous and
longest-lived of them—John Adams and
Thomas Jefferson—never did.

If the signatures on the engrossed document
are read from left to right, one begins with
Georgia and ends with New England—thus
proceeding from south to north. In describing
the men themselves, however, it seems better to
proceed in the customary way from north to
south, beginning in the part of the country
where the revolt first broke out. The order of
signatures within a delegation has no particu-
lar significance and need not be heeded. In cer-
tain cases in this book the arrangement of
names follows the logic of-events and circum-
stances, and as a general but not invariable rule
age takes precedence over youth. '

These ‘votaries of independence’ comprise
a fascinating body of men by any reckoning.
Greatest diversity was to be seen in the delega-
tions of New Jersey and Pennsylvania, while
those of New York and South Carolina and
Maryland were probably the richest. The
shortest-lived of the Signers was Thomzis
Lynch, Jr., of South Carolina, who affixed his
name to the Declaration at twenty-seven and
was lost at sea when thirty. The first to die was
John Morton of Pennsylvania; Button Gwin-
nett of Georgia, who fell in a duel within ayear,
was a close second. The longest-lived was
Charles Carroll of Carrollton who lived until
1832, dying at the age of ninety-five, in the be-
ginning of the railroad era. None o'f the rest
of them, apparently, ever saw anything faster
than a horse.
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The three Signers from New Hampshire had much 1n common besides therr
unflagging zeal for independence All of them had been born outside of that
province and had come there from the more populous colony of Massa-
chusetts Bay Two of them were physicians and all three became judges,
though no one of them was a lawyer Therr careers admirably illustrated the
diversity of men’s activities and the unspectalized nature of the professions in
those days Also, they show how patriotic citizens, 1n time of crius, I+ft what-
ever they were dotng 1n order to perform larger public service



Josian BartLeTT,

JOSIAH BARTLETT, who is reputed to have
cast the first vote for the Declaration, was in his
forty-seventh year in the summer of 1776. Born
in Amesbury, Essex County, in the province of
Massachusetts-Bay, he had been living since
the age of twenty-one at Kingston in southern
New Hampshire, engaged in the practice of
medicine but by no means confining himself to
that occupation. Before the Revolution he
served as a justice of the peace and provincial
legislator and became a colonel of militia; after
leaving the second Continental Congress he be-
came a judge, and later still he was the chief
executive of his state. In all these varied tasks
he acquitted himself with ability and dignity.
He is said to have been a tall man with a fine
figure, to have worn his auburn hair in a queue,
and to have been very particular about his
dress—though the rather crude pencil drawing
by John Trumbull does not bear out this de-
scription.
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His staunch support of the cause of the Pa-
triots led to his dismissal from the post of jus-
tice of the peace by the Royal Governor and,
presumably, to the burning of his house. The
latter event prevented his serving as delegate to
the first Continental Congress, but he was re-
elected to the second and was present when the
Declaration was adopted and signed. He served
in later sessions, though not continuously, and
he became increasingly critical of wordy de-
bates, in which he rarely participated.

In 1779, when he was about fifty, he became
chief justice of the New Hampshire court of
common pleas, and he was afterward an asso-
ciate justice and chief justice of the superior
court. In the state convention he was one of the
most effective advocates of the ratification of
the United States Constitution, which is the
more interesting because he is reputed to have
cast the first vote in Congress for the Articles
of Confederation which were to be superseded.



The ratification of the Constitution by New
Hampshire was 1 notable event becauseshe
1 as the ninth state and this assured the putting
imto effect of the new frame of government For
three successise years Bartlett was elected by
large majorities as President of New Hamp
shire and when the title was changed to Goy
ernor he was the first man to bear it (1793)
The New Hampshire Med cal Soctety was
chartered during his administration (1791) He
wrote the constitutton and by laws and became
the first president of the organization

He had marrnied a cousin Mary Barton of
Newton Massachusetts and they had twelve
children  His interest 1n medicine continued
and 1t was this profession that was chosen by
three of his sons and seven of his grandsons
Bartlett ded i 13795 at the age of sixty six
and as buried 1n hangston The only known
statue of hum 1s 1n hts birthplace

Bartlett s house sn Kingston % H
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WiLLiaM WHIPPLE.



General V4 hupple made hs home 1n Portsmouth

WILLIAM WHIPPLE wasn his forty seventh
year when he cast his vote for the Declaration,
being a couple of months younger than his col

league Bartlett Born 1n Kattery, later partof
the state of Maine though then in Massachu

tetts he made his home in Portsmouth New
Hampshire where he had been a merchant
untl the dispute with the mother country
€aused hum to enter public hife After prominent
local service to the Patriot cause he wassent to
the second Continental Congressin 1776 Ex

cept for briefintervals of military service, he
continued 1n that body unul 1779 b:xnéan
ic(lv-‘c and eflective committeeman He com

ll“[!

At
% Tl

sery spinted Patriot and an unfailingly opti
mistic one After leaving Congress he was a
member of the legislature of his state and from
1782 unul his death in 1785 1n hus fifty sixth
year, was an associate justice of the superior
court, though suffering from 1ll health He had
married a coustn Catherine MofTatt of Ports
mouth, their only child died in infancy

Itis said that General Whipple, on his way
to join the army of General Gates at Saratoga,
had with hum a slave named Prince whom he
exhorted to fight bravely i they should be
called into action Prince then replied ‘Sir, 1
have no inducement to fight butif I had my
Liberty, [ would endeavor to defend 1t to the
last drop of my blood * The story 1s that the
General freed his slave on the spot
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Marriiew THORNTON.



MATTHEW THORNTON, the third Signer
from New Hampshure, was elected to the Con
tinental Congress 1n September 1776, and ar
mved in Philadelphia early i November, when
he affixed his signature and incurred all the
dangers which that act involved He was older
than his two colleagues being about sixty two
atthe ime, and, like Bartlett, was a physician
Born 1n Ireland of Scottsh stock, he came with
hus parents to what 1s now the state of Maine
when about four years old, afterward hiving
Bear Worcester, Massachusetts Before he was
gronn he setiled 1n Londonberry, New Hamp
shire,1n a colony of Ulster Irsh He served as
‘under surgeon® with New Hampshire trovps in
the Loursburg expedition of 1746 bore the
title of Colonel 1n the militia 1n later years be
€ame a representative tn the prosincial legisla
ture 1n hus middle forties, and was active in
public ife for a generation thereafter He was
promunentin the agitauon against the Stamp
Act, presided over the provincial congress in
1775, and was chairman of the commuttee of
safety
Heremained 1n the Conunental Congress
only abouta vear Like Bartlett and W hpple
he became 2 member of the judiciars of New
Hampshire, sery ing as
';:::g;:;l:rc \ﬁ::n ;nul he was sixtv-aght
mack Counny He o h,s\)w 1s farm in Mern
sfe Hannah Jack

an assoctate Jusuce of

Thornton s gravest nen 4] pit ns
Ferry Cemetery Meniisch N 1

had five children He diedan Newhuiypont
Nassachusetts, sn 180 3 while visining onc ol
them a daughter He wis exghty mane atihe
ume On the marble shily oves s prave m
Mernmack New Hampshue, »s the innilp
tion An Honest Man’

He was a large man, witlh bl ok ind pan
traung eves and an anvinably prave eapro
ston His extreme senousness of mind 15 shown
by the fact that he wiote a et iphyseal o «
when over eighty e tutle of dis unpubiished
work was  Paradise Lost ar the Qnipinaof 1l
Exi] called Sin
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All five Massachusetts Signers of the Declaration had attended Harvard College.
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Joun Hancock and Dorothy Quing were married m 1775



JOHN HANCOCK was 1n his fortieth year
when he attached hus famous autograph to the
Declaration as the President of Congress, and
was the richest member of the New England
group The son of a clergyman, he was born at
Braintree, not far from the birthplace of John
Adams, who knew him from the cradle to the
grave From his uncle, Thomas Hancock, who
adopted him, he inhented what was then a
vast fortune, and as a young man, according
to John Adams, he was ‘the dehght of the eyes’
of the whole town of Boston The portrait of
him by Copley shows how he looked about the
time of the Stamp Act, soon afier he came into
his princely estate Itincluded a seat on Beacon
Hull, which was a good deal higher then than
it 1s now The main house was a two-story

granite structure and the landscaping was the

talk of the town His uncle was a merchant en
gaged 1n far flung commercial enterprises His
own shipping activities in a more difficult period
were considerably less successlul, but he re
tatned large holdings of real estate and never
ceased to be a man of fortune

His contemporanes found this ‘patriot 1n
purple’ extraordianly generous According to
Samuel Adams, the town of Boston really ac
quired his fortune when 1t elected him to pub
Ic office In 1769, when he was in his early
therties, he was sent to the General Court that
15, the provincial legislature That same year
he garned great public prominence from the
seizure of his sloop Liberty by the Briush, after
Maderra wine had been landed from 1t with
out payment of duty, while an official was for-
cibly confined in the cabin Hancock opposed

Hancotk’s house ts satd to have been the first on Beacon Hill
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Hancock’s funeral was the most impresswe New England
had seen The procession ended at Boston’s Old Granary

Burying Ground

British regulations in part because they inter-
fered with his extensive commercial transac-
tions, some of which were extra-legal. On the
other hand, he risked one of the greatest of
colonial fortunes when he took the road to
political independence.

John Adams in retrospective old age linked
Hancock’s name with those of James Otis and
Samuel Adams as an ‘essential character’ in the
Revolution, and his fellow Patriots delighted
to do him honor. He himself delighted to re-
ceive it, for he was a vain man. He was rather
spoiled, and at times was peevish, perhaps be-
cause of physical infirmity. No doubt hisill
health resulted in part from excessively good
living, for he suffered particularly from gout.
He was nearly six feet tall, with a slender per-
son, and he stooped a little as he grew older.
The consensus was that he was an excellent
presiding officer.

His most notable later service was as gover-
nor of Massachusetts, He was elected to that
office nine times and, except for two years, held
it without a break from 1780 until his death in
1793 at the age of fifty-six. Some historians
have questioned his effectiveness and decisive-
ness in this office, but he continued to be gen-
erous and popular. While he was governor,
President George Washington visited Boston,
and Hancock’s tardiness in making him a cere-
monial visit has often been cited as an instance
of his own vanity. It may also be explained,
however, on the ground that he was genuinely
incapacitated from gout.

Toward the end of the summer of 1775, he
married Dorothy Quincy. This was a late mar-
riage, but one that befitted his position in all
respects. It was without enduring fruit; the
only son of this fine couple died at the age of
nine and their only daughter died in infancy.
Hancock himself had the most impressive fu-
neral ever given a New Englander until that
time, and he would have relished the pomp had
he been in position to observe it. He has been
less honored in memory, but his services to the
cause of American independence were great,
even though often flamboyant.



Samuel Adams was more intevested in the publ ¢ 5 business than fus oun

SAMUEL ADAMS the oldest member of the
delegation from Massachusetts was in tus fifty
fourth year when the Declaration was adopted
the fulfillment of his fondest hopes No one had
done more and perhaps no one else had done
so much 1n behalf of Amenican rights and ib
erues Notoriously indifferent to his private
fortunes and ineffectual in his own business
he had made the public business his main con

cern from his early forties From the beginnings
of the long controversy with the mother country
the most fitung designation for him was pro

fesstonal patriot But the most noted of the
pre Revoluttonary agitators was na self seeker

Unlike John Hancock he cared nothing for
personal glory to him the cause was para

mount and his most important activities were
behind the scenes
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Sam Adams was buried in the Old Granary Burying Ground, ten years after Hancock’s bural there.

Born in Boston and educated at Harvard, he
was already associated with the popular party,
against the ‘Court’ party, when the Sugar and
Stamp Acts gave him his great opportunity.
Henceforth the cause of the patriots gave him
his effective career. His political arena was the
town of Boston and the House of Representa-
tives, in which he served continuously from
1765 until he went to the first Continental Con-
gress in 1774. As clerk of the Massachusetts
House he had his eye on everything, and his
hand entered into innumerable resolutions. As
a leader of the Caucus Club and the Sons of
Liberty he kept alive the flame of opposition
to the Royal Governors. His verbal attacks on
the customs collectors and the British troops
helped to create the sentiment that resulted in
the Boston Massacre; he initiated town com-

mittees of correspondence; he used Thomas
Hutchinson’s letters to destroy the influence
of that official; and he is credited with the in-
stigation of the Boston Tea Party. He wasa
major mover for the first Continental Congress
and was incessantly active there, gaining sup-
port for Massachusetts. It is not at all surpris-
ing that the British troops sought to capture
him at Lexington. He was one of the earliest
and most consistent advocates of independence,
and the adoption of the Declaration marked
the culmination of his labors and his career.
He was of medium stature, had steel-gray
eyes and a prominent nose, and could look
stern when the occasion warranted. The artist
Copley caught him in a serious moment, but as
a rule he was genial, and he was always simple
in his tastes. One of his fellow-Signers said: ‘His



morals were irreproachable, and even amb:
tion and avarice, the usual vices of politicrans,
seemed to have no place 1n his breast’ Such
was his regard for public worship that during
alater period 1n Congress, when 1t was meeting
at York, Pennsylvania, 1t 1s said that he regu-
larly attended services in German, when there
were no others, though he was wholly ignorant
of the language
Samuel Adams cannot possibly be omutted
from the story of the preliminaries of the Rev-
olution, but, although he lived twenty seven
years longer (until 1803), hus later career was
unimportant He continued to serve m Con-
gress until the war was nearing its end, he held
local offices 1n Massachusetts and succeeded
John Hancock as governor, he first opposed
and then supported the new United States
Constitution, but he never could go along with
the Federalist party which was becoming dom-
mant m his commonwealth This supreme agl
tator lacked constructive statesmanship, and
as party lines were drawn in the last decade of

the century he really had no place to go To
the end of his days he was a pre Revolutionary
figure John Adams may have overstated the
case when he described Samuel as a helpless
object of compassion’ in his last years, but he
sized up hus kinsman’s public services when he
said he was ‘born and tempered a wedge of steel
to split the knot of lignum sitae, which ued
North America to Great Britain - Samuel Ad
ams was ‘an oniginal,” and, from hus day unul
ours, historians have delighted to analyze him
He was a one cause man, and after that cause
triumphed he could find no other that com
manded him

He was twice marned first, to Elizabeth
Checkley, by whom he had a son and daughter
and, some years after her death, to Ehzabeth
Wells He died 1n Boston 1n 1803 at the age of
eighty-one, and his remains are i the Old
Granary Burying Ground The rough stone
over his grave 1s more 1n his spnt and char
acter than the more pretentious statue of him
1n the crty where he hived so long



Joun Apans became second President of the United States.
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JOHN ADAMS, one of the most emment of
early Americans in the full light of history, was
adozen years younger than his kinsman Sam-
uel, being 1n hus forty-first year in the summer
of 1776 He was not a tall man, and with the
passage of the years he tended more and more
to stoutness, but there never was any question
of hus strength and vigor He had none of the
gutle of his kinsman He was forthright, im-
pulsive, and at times most indiscreet His de-
fense of the British soldsers after the Boston
Massacre was one of the noblest examples of
his sense of justice and his personal and pohu-
calindiscretion As we have seen, 1t was during
the debates on the Declaration that he was
dubbed ‘the Atlas of Amertcan Independence’

Born 1n Brawntree (now Quincy), Massachu-
setts, he was graduated from Harvard, studied
and practiced law, and made himself 2 man of

The birthplace of John Adams Quingy Mass

great learning His marriage to Abigall Smith

when he was twenty nine, was an event of major
mmportance 1n s hfe This extraordinary
woman showed her mettle duning the Revolu

tion, when her patriotic husband was long
away from home Begmningin 1778, he was
abroad, for the next ten years, with briefnter-
mussions  With Frankhn and John Jay, he
negotiated the peace treaty with the Briush,
and not until 1784 did Abigail join hum 1n
Europe After a year in France, where Adams
served as commercaial commussioner with
Franklin and Jefferson, he went to England,
where he was the first American mtnuster His
friendship with Jefferson, which had its roots
in their mtimate assocration in the Continental

Congress at the ume of the Declaration, now
reached full flower Adams’s foreign service was
of high distinction, and his election in 1788 as



the tirst Vice Presdent ot the United States
at o ume when that really meant that he
rankad as the second man —was well deserved
The stors of his hife from then until 18o1 15 a
well-known part of the history of his country
After two terms as VN pce Prevdent, he became
the sccond Prosident, bemg succceded in that
oftice by Jeflerson, from whom he had become
alienated The reconcilition of these old
fricnds, when they were both old men and out
of the polincal arena, 1s one of the most pleas-
mg eptsodes tn \merican history, and the
death of both of them on the same dav. the
hftieth anniversary of the Declaraton, was a
strihingly dramate and sy mbolic comncidence
Adams’s last recorded words were, *Thomas
Jefferson sull survives,” though, actualls, the
vounger of the two men died first Adams Ined
to be ninety-one
e had spent his last vears in retirement at

Quincy, on s farm and amid his beloved
books His own writings on govcrnment, though
pondcious and often vutually unieadable, 1ep-

resent a sienificant contribution to American
pohtical thought He grew more conservatise
as he grew older —fiom the rench Revolution
onward What he really favored was a bal-
anced government, never going as far as Ham-
itlton m the duection of ‘consolidation " The fire
of liberty which had flamed in the American
Revolution was never smothered in his patri-
otic breast, and when he and Jefterson en-
gaged 10 learned cortespondence in ther last
vears both of them were sure that they were
sull m the spuitof 1776

John Adams was the founder of one of the
most eminent of .American familics His son
John Quincy became Secretary of State and
President, his grandson Charles Francis was
Ametican mimister to Great Butain during the
Civil War, 1n the third generation appeaer
another Charles Francis, Hemv, and Brooks
cach in his own wav distinguished. and i our
own century another Adams was in the Cab-
inet John and Abigail lic buried 1n Quincy and

their old home 1s a delight to see



W hen Abigarl Adams died n 1818 her son. John Qu ney Adams wroten k s d ary that k s father had sa d
the gffect onate participat on and cheering encouragement of h s wife had been k s never fail ng support



14

the first Vice President of the United States—
at a time when that really meant that he
ranked as the second man—was well deserved.

The story of his life from then until 1801 is a
well-known part of the history of his country.
After two terms as Vice President, he became
the second President, being succeeded in that
office by Jefferson, from whom he had become
alienated. The reconciliation of these old
friends, when they were both old men and out
of the political arena, is one of the most pleas-
ing episodes in American history; and the
death of both of them on the same day, the
fiftieth anniversary of the Declaration, was a
strikingly dramatic and symbolic coincidence.
Adams’s last recorded words were, ‘Thomas
Jefferson still survives,’ though, actually, the
younger of the two men died first. Adams lived
to be ninety-one.

He had spent his last years in retirement at
Quincy, on his farm and amid his beloved
books. His own writings on government, though
ponderous and often virtually unreadable, rep-

resent a significant contribution to American
political thought. He grew more conservative
as he grew older—from the French Revolution
onward. What he really favored was a bal-
anced government, never going as far as Ham-
ilton in the direction of ‘consolidation.’ The fire
of liberty which had flamed in the American
Revolution was never smothered in his patri-
otic breast, and when he and Jefferson en-
gaged in learned correspondence in their last
years both of them were sure that they were
still in the spirit of 1776.

John Adams was the founder of one of the
most eminent of American families. His son
John Quincy became Secretary of State and
President; his grandson Charles Francis was
American minister to Great Britain during the
Civil War; in the third generation appeared
another Charles Francis, Henry, and Brooks,
each in his own way distinguished; and in our
own century another Adams was in the Cab-
inet. John and Abigail lie buried in Quincy and
their old home is a delight to see.
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RoBERT TREAT PAINE was called “The Objection Maker.”



ROBERT TREAT PAINE, aged forty five

was next to the oldest member of the Massa
A e o - -

signer of the Mayflower Compact He went to
Harvard, like the other members of this group

The family tradition pointed to hus becommg
aclergyman but he turned to the law making
Tus home 1n Taunton His prominence asa
patriot and a lawyer was such that he was
made one of the prosecutors of the Briush
soldiers afier the Boston Massacre, being then
opposed by John Adams for the defense He
was a delegate to the first Continental Congress
2s well as the second, and a very particular
fnend of John Hancock He gained some rep

vtation tn Congress by his opposition to the
proposals of others and was dubbed “The Ob-
Jection Maker * He was, however, an unusually
effective commutteernan He had been regarded
as a rather mare moderate Patniot than the
Adamses, for he was not entirely hopeless of

concilianion with the mother country, as!
signing the ‘Olive Branch Petition’ had show
In July 1776, however, he was resolute m st
port of the Declaration

Though re elected to Congressin 1777,
remained tn Massachusetts, where he wast
first attorney general of the state and shared
the drafuing of the first state constituuion
1780 he removed to Boston and accepted
appointment by Governor Hancock to the st.
supreme court that he had previously decline
He served until 1804, retiring to spend the
marning ten years of his ife n daily conse;
with arstocratic fellow Federalists ' He died
Boston at the age of aighty-three and w
buried in Old Granary Burying Ground |
had marnied Sally Cobb, sister of Genes
David Cobb of the Revolution, and had erz
children The second of these was Robert Tre
Paine, the poet, who was Yong estranzed frr,
his strait Jaced father because he was av
ciated with the theater and gave oohey sz
worldliness



ELBRIDGE GERRY, like John Hancock, was
a merchant and at this stage well-to-do. He
was thirty-two years old in the summer of 1776
and living at Marblehead, where he was born.
He was one of the early advocates of independ-
ence and a strong supporter of the Declaration,
but because of absence from Congress in August
he did not sign until September. His early rev-
olutionary fervor may be attributed in part to
the influence of Samuel Adams, whom he met
as a representative in the provincial legisla-
ture in 1772, a decade after his own graduation
from Harvard.

Throughout his life Gerry, though con-
cerned to protect property interests, was anti-
British in sentiment and fearful of tyranny. He
shared the dangers from the British march on

Lexington and Concord; during the night of
April 18, 1775, he escaped a detachment of
redcoats by fleeing in his nightclothes from an
inn at Arlington into a cornfield. As a delegate
to the second Continental Congress he went to
Philadelphia early in 1776 with John Adams,
and he was to maintain a firm friendship with
that gentleman through a turbulent genera-
tion.

Gerry was a dapper little man with pleasant
manners, a rather stern expression, and a tend-
ency to stammer. He was properly esteemed for
his integrity, but he lacked humor and had a
suspicious nature. His later career was marked
by much apparent inconsistency. He served
faithfully and effectively in Congress, but a_b-
sented himself for three years, beginning In
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1780, though nominally still 2 member. He
eventually returned, and he was a member of
the Federal Convention, though he was one of
the three delegates present who declined to sign
the finished Constitution. In 1789, he went to
Congress as a supporter of the Constitution and
backed the financial measures of Hamilton. By
this time he was making his home in Cam-
bridge.

Retiring from Congress in 1793, he turned
against the Federalists, because of his revived
anti-British sentiments and fears of tyranny.
President John Adams appointed him in 1797
a member of the ill-fated mussion to France as a
makeweight to the two Federalist members,
and he became isolated from his colleagues at
the time of the ‘X.Y.Z.” affair. The Federalists
ostracized him, and his conduct has generally
been regarded as unwise, but Adams never
questioned his patriotism. 'Taken up by the Re-
publicans on his return, he was nominated for
governor; and, after a succession of defeats, was
elected in 1810 and re-elected the next year.
It was then that a redistricting bill was passed
for the benefit of the Republican party, which

Gerry, who became fifth Vice President of
the United States, was born in Marblehead

gave rise to the expression ‘gerrymander.’ One
extraordinary election district looked like a
salamander, which word was soon modified by
the insertion of the Governor’s name.

Gerry failed of re-election as governor in
1812, but was nominated for the vice presidency
of the United States on the ticket with Madison
and elected to that office. He further alienated
the dominant group in his own state by staunch-
ly supporting the War of 1812. He died in
1814, in his seventy-first year, being stricken in
his carriage on the way to preside over the
Senate. He was buried in the Congressional
Cemetery at public expense, his fortune having
disappeared. He had married Ann Thompson
of New York and left three sons and four
daughters. A grandson of his attained distinc-
tion as a lawyer and philanthropist in New
York, and in our own generation his great-
grandson was Senator from Rhode Island.

Gerry remains a controversial figure and cer-
tainly does not fit into any simple political pat- ’
tern. John Adams paid him the finest tribute he
ever received by remaining his staunch friend
through forty years of divisive politics.



It1s not surprnising that Lattle Rhody had the smallest number of Signers of
the Declaration—only two Little Delaware had the advantage of propin
quity to Philadelphia Throughout her early history Rhode Island always
fearful of being dominated by her larger neighbors was more notable for in
dividualism than for the spirit of co operation Yet having managed to pre
serve fer seventeenth century charter she shared with Connecticut the
distinction of being more independent of the mother country than any of the
royal or proprietary colones were and her vigorous participation in the in
tercolonzal for full independ was to be expected It may be
noted 1n passing that she contributed to the common cause the most con
spicuous American military figure next to Washington 1n the Revolution—
General Nathanael Greene
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STEPHEN HOPKINS, many times colonial
governor of Rhode Island, was the senior dele-
gate from the little state and one of the oldest
of the Signers, being in his seventieth year when
he attached his signature to the Declaration. A
descendant of Thomas Hopkins, who was an
associate of Roger Williams, he had been born
in Cranston and was living in Providence asa
merchant. Since the age of twenty-five he had
been an office-holder almost continuously; he
had served as chief justice among other things,
and had been elected governor nine times. A
prominent patriot for years, he prevented the
arrest of the burners of the Gaspee, and was a
delegate to the first Continental Congress as

well as the second. One of the other delegates
to the latter described him as a venerable man
‘of an original understanding, extensive read-
ing, and great integrity,” who thoroughly be-
lieved in liberty, while fully recognizing its
inevitable costliness.

His experience and judgment made him ex-
ceedingly useful in congressional business, and
John Adams reported that despite his age he
kept his colleagues up late talking. Hopkins
never drank to excess, said Adams, but all he
drank was promptly converted into ‘wit, sense,
knowledge, and good humor.” He was particu-
larly active on the committee that was draw-
ing up the Articles of Confederation, but he left



Congress 1n September 1776 because of 1ll
health He did local public service after that
and hived unttl 1785, when he died in Pron
dence at the age of seventy-eight A manof
literary and scientific interests, despite his lack
of formal education, he was the first chancellor
of Rhode Island College He was twice mar
ried—to Sarah Scott and Mrs Anne Smuth—
and his first wife bore lum seven children Four
of his five sons were seagomng No portrait of
him from hife has been discovered

Hopkwns lied in Provtdence where he engaged in surveying and mercantile pursuts
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WILLIAM ELLERY was in his forty-ninth
year when he took his seat in Congress in the
middle of May 1776. Born in Newport, where
he continued to live and was to die, he wasa
graduate of Harvard and a lawyer. He was
noted for his ready wit, and he often amused
himself by writing epigrams about his col-
leagues while they were speaking. According to
a well-known story, Ellery, at the signing of the
Declaration, took a position where he could
watch the faces of the delegates as they put
their names to this revolutionary document,
and reported afterward that every one of them
showed ‘undaunted resolution.’ His local serv-
ices to the patriotic cause had occasioned his
own election to the second Continental Con-
gress by the Assembly of Rhode Island From
that time onward, elections were by popular
vote. Except for two years, he was repeatedly
re-elected, serving in Congress until 1786 and
being notably diligent as a committeeman.

During the period of the Confederation
Rhode Island, reassuming her historic role, be
came notorious among the states for independ
ence and individualism. Ellery sympathized
with this spirit, but he was appointed to office
under the new Federal Constitution before his
state had ratified that document. On January
1, 1790, President Washington appointed him
collector of customs for the Newport district,
and he retained this post, through all the
changes in administration, until his death thirty
years later. His tastes were notably literary, and
he was a prolific letter-writer. He died in 1820
in his ninety-third year and except for Charles
Carroll of Carrollton was the longest-lived of
the Signers He married Ann Remington of
Cambridge, and, after her death, Abigail Cary.
Two of his grandchildren gained renown- the
elder Richard Henry Dana, poet and essayist;
and William Ellery Channing, the noted Uni-
tarian clergyman.



The four Signers from Connecticut differed greatly in their origins Two of
them were self made men one started as a cobbler, the other as a cooper
Another of them the son of a colomal governor, was born to local official
dom while the rematmng member the son of a minister, married into 1t The
two who lacked formal education acquired a good deal of learning neverthe
less and all of them had in common fong publfic service 1n a colony that had
been virtually self governing for years As the story runs Patrick Henry once
asked Roger Sherman why the people of Connecticut were more devoted to
the cause of liberty than the other colomsts and Sherman replied that they
had more to lose than anybody else—their beloved charter This gave them
a degree of freedom from 1mperial control which only Rhode Island also en
Joyed These four men were all in the prime of hife and there was no ques
tion of their resolute support of full American independence

e



l

EE' 3 "EH

‘"ﬁw J

W -§=—-—-‘:“"}~ =
/O Bnattan Yobo 41T

Lo

L e 2o/ AL
’

AT Loverres oyt (Y,

e -~ i

ROGLR SHERNMAN, the aldest and now the
best-known member of the deleraton from
Connccticut, was also the plamest Then 6ty -
five vears old, he had been bornin Newton,
Massachusetts, where he grew up i rather
humble arcumstances without the benefit of
much formal cducation He acquued a great
lov ¢ for reachng, however. and became inthe
course of ume a well-informed man He learned
the cobblor’s ttade from his father and began
to practuice 1t 1n New Milford, Connecticut,
about the ume he was grown The stary 18 that
he walked the whole way with his tools on his
bach IHe soon became a local official, acquired
fand. became a lawyer and metchant, and at
the age of forty he removed to New Haven to
engage in large mercanule aftanrs Lven for his
unspectalized age he was notable for the
variety of his occupations—and, also, for the
number of offices he held concurrently For
about twenty ycars he was an assistant, or
member of the upper house of the legislature,

Yo ana Yale Collror’s sraduates was Olizer Wolcott An-

AJS

and judac of the superior court In the course
of ttme he became associated with Yale College
and cventually teceived from that institution
the honorary degree of M A A strict Purnan
and very plamn in his dress, as his portrait
shows, he was a shrewd and able man

In the conflict with the mother country. he
was generally recognized asa modcrate—that
1s he did not hke violence—but he was one of
the carltest to deny the supremacy of Parha-
ment, and he was a member of the first Con-
tinental Congress as well as the second Though
he was a member of the commuttec to draft the
Declaration. his hand scems to have left no
mark on the document except his signature He
served in Congress throughout most of the Rev-
olutton and the period of the Confederation.
and was recogmzed as one of the more mflu-
ential members The old Puritan is said to have
been ‘cunning as the Devil” 1n legislatine proc-
csses His shill was further manifested mn the
Federal Cons ention of 1787, where he mntro-



RoOGER SHERMAN

duced what has come to be known as the Great
Compromise of the Constitution He was the
only man known to have signed the Association
of 1774 the Declaration of Independence the
Articles of Confed and the G
Under the new government he served a term n
the House of Representatives and was in the
Senate when he died 1n 1793 at the age of
seventy two

He was twice married—to Elizabeth Hart
well and Rebecca Prescott—and had fifteen
children He lies bursed 1n Grove Street Ceme
tery, New Haven and in that aity his nameas
still well remembered
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Oltier Wolcott, son of a colontal gotemor, mar
ned Laura Collins One of thesr five children
became the second Secretary of the Treasuy

OLIVER WOLCOTT, 1 his fifieth year, was
the most distinguished of the Connecticut rep

resentatives 1n his person and background The
son of a colonial governor in a virtually self-
goverming colony, he was born at Windsor,
Connecticut, graduated from Yale at the head
of his class, and became a lawyer 1n Litchfield

His home still may be seen 1n that lovely town

He was a tall, dignified, and urbane man who
had often represented Latchfield m the General
Assembly and was a member ofthe upper house
without interruption from 1771 to 1786 Be-
cause of illness, he left Congress in June 1776,
but 1 July he brought from New York to
Lutchfield the equestrian statue of George 111,
and this was largely melted down, for bullets,
mn the rear of his white house No doubt this
compensated him in his own mind for hisin

ability to vote for the Declaration He signed
the document after hus return to Philadelphia
m October

He was elected to Congress almost continu
ously after that until the end of the war He
was more active in military than legislatne af
fairs, however, and served first as brigadier gen
eral of militia and then as major general Part
of hisbrigade was with Gates, against Burgoyne
After the war he was commissioner at the
Treaty of Fort Stanwix with the Six Nations
He was a strong supporter of the new Constitu
tion of the United States He served as heuten
ant-governor and for a short ime, as governor
of Connecticut, dying n the latter office n 1797
at the age of seventy one He was a staunch

Federalist and a of the
doctrines 1dentified by him with the French
Revolution

He had marmed Laura Collins of Guilford
One of therr five children was Oliver Wolcott,
Jr, who was associated with Alexander Harml
ton 1n the Treasury Department and succeeded

him as Secretary
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WILLTAN WILLIAMS wol the place ot
Oliver Wolcott i Congress when that gentle-
man Jeft, and Willisms probablv arined i
ume to vote tor the Dedaranon Portvbine
vears old, he had reagned o colonel’s conmumis.
ston i order to attend Bornoan Lebanon, Con-
nectout, the saon of o Congrevatonal nmnster,
he araduated from Harvard and stadied theol-
ouy, but, alter serving i the Prench and Indran
War, became envaged i busaness at Lebanon,
where for many vears he was asseleetman and
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towa clerk He wac a member of the Jower
howuse of the legslature for fifteen years before
the Declaranon, and at the age of forty (1771)
he marned Mary, dauchter of Governor Jona-
than Trumbull, thus allving himself with one
of the most pronmnent and influential familics
i the colony. A man of naturally ardent tem-
per, he threw himeell vehementhy into the
strugele for independence, wiclding a vigorous
pen and drawing generously on his purse in
support of military activities.
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He was a man of the middle stature erect
and well proportioned and had black eyes and
black hair Normally he was taciturn but upon
occaston his strong feelings led him 1nto vio
lence of language After the Declaration he
served for a couple of years in Congress he was
a delegate to the state convention of 1788 and
voted for the ratification of the Federal Consti
tution for nearly a score of vears le was a
member of the governor s council and for a
generation he was a local judge He died 1
Lebanon tn 1811 at the 1ge of esghty and was
buried there He had three chuldren

Y42li ams home Lebanon
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The home of Samuel Huntington Norwich

SAMUEL HUNTINGTON whose forty fifth
birthday fell on July 3 1776 was the young

estmember of the Connecticut delegation Born
at Windham the son of a farmer he had little
schooling and served his apprenticeship asa
cooper He studied law on his own and prac

ticed in Norwich When the impenal contro

versy became acute he was a member of the
upper house of the legislature and a judge of
the superior court having previously been

King s attorney Beginmingin 1775 he repre
sented Connecticut 1n the Continental Con
gress for a decade serving longer than any of
the other Signers from his state and for a
couple of years he was president of that body
Benjamin Rush described him as a sensible
candtd and worthy man and wholly free from
state prejudices  Also a man of notable stmplic
1ty he was so econonncal that he was charged
by some with parsimony His record shows un

-~
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Hurte tor cavbutied i old Neraacto on Ceraetery

mustahably that he inspired contidencc rom
1780 onward he was governor of Connccucut
for a dosen vears He stronghy supported the
United States Constituuon and recened two
clectoral votes in the Presidenual contest of
1788. when every elector voted for two persons,
without distinzuishing between the offices of
Piestdent and Vice President He mairied
Martha Devotion and, having no children,
adopted two children of his brother Joseph
One of these, another Samucl Huntington, be-
came governor of Ohio The Signer died
17906 at the age of sixtv-five and was buried at

Norwich
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Since the delegates from New York in the Continental Congress abstamed
from the vote on the Declaration of Independence, they played no positive
part in the adoption of that charter Of the four Signers from that state
only two—Francis Lewis and Wilham Floyd—were actually present when
the vote was taken, and these quiet men would probably have had little to
say even if they had been free to speak The other two, who were more
prominent—Philip Livingston and Lewis Mornis—were absent at the ime
These were all men of wealth, drawing nich sustenance from the land and
from commerce This may be a partial explanation of their relative conser-
vatism, though the sharp division of opinion within their constrtuency 1m-
posed a cauttous policy on them At all events, these men tn their own persons
certainly provide no warrant for viewing the American Revolution as a class
conflict To them 1t must have seemed that the struggle was primarily for
polttical independence and self government, and 1t 1s a fact that some of
them suffered considerably i their own fortunes for espousing the cause of

independence

7.2,
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FRANCIS LEWIS, aged sintv-three, oldest of
the Signers from New Yoik, was a retned
merchant, living at Whitestone, Long Island

Boin in Wales, the son of a clergyman, he was
left an orphan while stll a child He had al-
1eady had mercantile expenience when he came
to New York at the age of twenty-five, and,
after gaining a considerable fortune, he retued
from business 1n his fifues He was drawn nto
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public life by the exigencies of his times and
participated actively 1n the patriotic movement
In the Continental Congiess, however, he was
inactive 1in debate He and his colleague
William Floyd were described as good men
who ‘never quit their chairs’ Furthermore,
the failure of his province to send 1nstructions
made 1t impossible for him to vote for inde-
pendence on July 2 or the adoption of the full



Declaration on July 4 Though he was a rett
cent man his wide expenence and good judg
ment were valuable assets on committees He
did some public service after leaving Congress
m 1779 but a couple of years later when
about sixty eight he wholly retired

He had married Elizabeth Annesley of New
York and three of their seven children sur

The only Stgner bursed 1n Manhattan Lewss rests m an
un dentified grave n Trimty churchyard Wail Strect
and Broadway The church shown was buslt in 1846
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wived infancy His house on Long Island was
burned by the British and his wife imprisoned
The sufferings she underwent at that me has
tened her death and the war 15 said to have
wmpatred his fortunes He was nearly mmety
when he died in New York 1n 1802 His longev
1ty has becn ascribed to his habitual temper
ance
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MRs. L1vINGSTON.

June and July, 1776, but he signed the docu-
ment in August and cast his lot with the rev-
olution. He was attending a later session of
Congress, at York, Pennsylvania, when he
died in 1778 at the age of sixty-two, and he
was buried there.

It is hard to keep in mind the relationships
between the various members of the Living-
ston clan, which gave to the country so many
distinguished men. Philip was the grandson of
Robert, first lord of the manor; the brother
of William Livingston, the first governor of
the state of New Jersey; and the cousin of
Robert R. Livingston, chancellor of New York
and minister to France at the time of the Lou-
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isiana Purchase. Both William and Robert R.
Livingston were also members of the second
Continental Congress. The former left early
in June to assume command of the New Jersey
militia. The latter was a member of the com-
mitteee of five to draft the Declaration, but he
had regarded its adoption as inexpedient at the
time and had left Copgrcss when the acceptance
of it by New York was reported to Congress.
He did valuable service for the revolutionary
cause afterward but never signed the docu-
ment.

Philip Livingston married Christina Ten
Broeck of Albany, and this aristocratic couple
had five sons and three daughters.



LEWIS MORRIS, fifty years old, lord of the
manor of Morrisanta in W h County,
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usual degree the anstocratic graces Tall and
in person, he was courteous 1n man-

was and remaned until his death a representa-
tive of the landed anstocracy that flowered
along the Hudson Born at Morrisama and,
like Philtp Livingston, educated at Yale, this
heir to 2 princely estate mamfested to an un-

ner and generous 1n spint He greatly enhanced
his already great fortune by marrying Mary
Walton, and they had ten children—the sup
port of whom nvelved no problem

The surprnising thing 1s that this favored

14



chidd of tortune, who had Ived so pleasantly
asenuntiy gentieman, should have wdenufied
homself wath the hazardous movement for -
dependence Tosome extent he was involved
i the factional stroeele between the Living-
stons and the De Lancevs, on the side of the
tormer,and he tound himself opposed by many
ob his Wedachester newhbaors, who tended to be
Lovalists and were on the other stde He had
condemned Buush polies asa member of the
Assemblys and was actve in the movement fin
A provincal conventionin the spring ot 1575
He was clected by that body s a delegate 1o
the cecond Connnental Conetess He served
ellectively on commttees, dealing paruculariy
with mhitary matters and Indian affaus In
June 1776, he toak leave from Congress to as-
same command of the Westchester mihnia, with
the rank of bracadier general, but, as thines
turned out, there was httle for hun o do
Thoueh absent fiom the Conunental Con-
gress when the Dedaration was adopted. he was
a member of the provinesal congress of New
York which approved it, and he stened it after
he got back to Philadelphu in Seprember. He
remained in Cloneress for some months, but dur-
ing the remaining years of the Revolution and
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Morris's marniage tn Mary Walton m-
creased his already considerable fortune.

the rest of his life his public service was local. He
devoted himself chicfly to his restored estate
after the war was over. As a member of the state
convention, he strongly supported Alexander
Hamilton in the terrific fight over the ratifica-
tion of the United States Constitution. He died
at Morrisania in 1798 when nearly seventy-
two vears of age. He was a half-brother of
Gouverncur Morris, the son of his father’s
second marriage. who had his own share of
the family charm but who, in the full light of
history, scems a less attractive figure.

Home of Lewis Morris, Morrisania.



WILLIAM FLOYD in his forty second year
was the youngest of the Signers from New York
and an inconspicuous member of Congress The
Floyds who were of Welsh descent on the
paternal side had long been established on
Long Island There at Brookhaven Willam
vasborn He receved relately httle school

ing butanherited a large estate and rosc to the
rank of major general 1 the mihitia of his
county He served in the first as well as the
second Continental Congress playing no part
1n the debates but according to 2 member of
another delegation always voting with the
zealous fnends of Itberty and independence
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In s later years Floyd made his home in Westernuille, Onerda County, New York

There was nothing particularly striking about  the Revolution, was a state senator, and had
his appearance, and his dignity and reserve  one term in the United States Congrc.?s un-
discouraged familiarity. When the British oc-  der the Constitution. After that he continued
cupied Long Island in 1776 his family was  to participate in public affairs but hel‘d no
forced to flee to Connecticut, where they re- other important office. He was practlcally
mained through the Revolution. He was twice  ruined by the Revolution, and‘;?t the age of
married—to Isabella Jones of Southampton  sixty-nine, revealing notable resﬂxf:ncy, he re-
and to Joanna Strong of Setauket—but there  moved to upstate New York. He died at West-
is no available information about his children.  ernville in 1821 in his eighty-seventh year. The
He served in Congress throughout most of  home of his old age is pictured here.
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The Signers from New Jersey compnse one of the more nteresting state
groups In June 1776 the provincial congress of New Jersey ousted and
arrested the royal governor William Franklin then wholly estranged from
tus father Benjamin Franklin who described him as a thorough government
man At the same time the provinctal congress elected a fresh delegation of
five to the Continental Congress empowerning them to vote for independ

ence Thus the latter body was reinforced by five independent souls as John

Scotland the delegation contained two very plain men John Hart and
Abraham Clark along with Francis Hopkinson whose diversity of gifts ex
tended to literary satire and music



HarrT.

Joun



JOHN HART, at sixty five the oldest Signer
from New Jersey, was a farmer, lning at Hope-
well, who also owned grist and fulling mlly
Born 1n Stonington, Connecticut, he had come
to New Jersey with hus parents as a child, and
had recerved Little schooling Becoming a man
of importance 1a his locality, nonetheless he
served continuously 1n the provincial Assembly
for a decade and was 2 member of successine
provincial congresses Elected with four others
to the Continental Congress in June 1776, he
voted for the Declaration n early Julv and
signed the engrossed parchment in easly \u
gust About this tme he was elected to the first
Assembly under the new state constiution and
was unanimously chosen Speaker His lands
were laid waste and his mill property was badly
damaged early in the war and he himselfwas
for a ume a fugitne from the Briush invaders
His health became impaired and he died in
1779 at the age of sixtyv-eight, before inde
pendence had been won
Jobn Hart married Deborah Scuddcr and
bad alarge family Hesssaid to hase beena
man of medium herght and well propertioned,
with vers black hair and hght eyes, and to hase
been called handsome 1n his youth His frllow
Signer, Bemjamin Rush, described him as 2
plain, honest, well meanin.g Jersey farmer, with
but little education, but with good sense and
wrtue enough to pursue the true interests of
his count ?

Hart uat buned on thy Fir 1 frapts 12 a7 Foard o B posol
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Jous Witni repoox was the only clergyman i the Congress
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Thas rorthwest prospect of Nassau Hall and the President s House ap
beared shortly before Witherspoon became president of Prunceton College

JOHN WITHERSPOON, President of the

Edinburgh, who had been induced by Richard
Kton and Benjamin Rush to come to Amer

College of New Jersey at Princeton and the
only clergyman 1n Congress, then 1n hus fifty

fourth year, would have been a striking figure
anywhere It has been said that he was one of
the few men of his ime wha could be compared
to George Washington 1n presence Middle

stzed and inchined to be stout he was regarded
by many as homely, but he bore himself with
grave dignity This Scottish divine born near

1ca seven or eight years before the Declaration
of Independence generally disapproved the
participation of munisters i politics Unul
1774 he had devoted himself to the College,
which flourished under um and to the Presby

tenan Church in America, which he did much
to simulate and unify during this and later
pertods He s generally credited with introduc



John Wthersperi fized heve an Provertan

ing the philosophy of *common sense’ into the
New World, and manv of his pupils, including
James Madison, afterward distinguished them-
selves in public Hife. The robust practicality of
this learned man. who laid such emphasis on
the mastery of English and on the public values
of education. was well adapted to the Amer-
ican scence. Also, in a critical time, it led to his
cffective participation in public affairs.

He contributed to the cause of the Patriots
by sermons and writings and by participation
in various local activities, including member-
ship in provincial congresses. He was a lcader
in the movement that led to the removal of
Governor William Franklin, and was onc of the

five ‘independent souls” sent to the Continental
Congress by New Jersey late in June 1776. In
a speech on July 2, when the crucial resolution
ofindependence was being debated, he as-
serted that the country was *not only ripe for
the measure but in danger of rotting for the
want of it.” He was a luminous speaker, in spite
of his Scottish accent. and he was indefatigable
as a committeeman during his service in Con-
gress. He remained there until 1782, at a time
when the conditions of war made it impossible
to do much for the College. Perhaps his "e¢-
clesiastical character” was something of a handi-
cap to him in public life, but his activities on
the board of war and the committee on secret



correspondence (foreign affairs) were of the
first tmportance This ‘common sense’ philos
opher and zealous but never ilhiberal Patriot
proved himself an able statesman

For a dozen years after the war he devoted
himself to the restoration of the College Fora
time he was in the state legislature and he was
2 member of the New Jersey convention that
ratified the Federal Constitution Also, he was
chiefly responsible for the national orgamza
tion of the Presbyterian Church, and presided
as moderator at the opening session of the first
General Assembly 1n 1789 Inamagazine article
m 1781, this Scottish preacher, who had ob

Watherspoon's grave President’s Lot Princeton

served the use and abuse of the English tongue
1h two worlds, coined the term ‘Americamsm ’

He died 1n 1794, 1n his seventy-second year,
and lies buried 1n the President’s Lot at Prince
ton, where fus name 15 properly revered His
first wife, Eizabeth Montgomery, who had
been so reluctant to come to the wilds of Amer-
1ca, bore him ten children Of these, five sur-
wived 1nfancy and one was killed while serving
as an officer in the Continental Army After her
death Witherspoon, 1o his old age, marred
Ann, the young widow of Dr Armstrong Dill,
and by her he had two daughters, one of whom
dred minfancy




RICHARD STOCKTON, who 1n 1776 was
a handsome man of forty-five, was born in
Princeton The College of New Jersey was re-
moved to that place largely through the influ-
ence of his father, but he himself graduated
from it while it was still at Newark. He studied
law and became conspicuously successful in
practice, avoiding politics while establishing
himself at the bar. He rendered important
service to the College, afterward known as
Princeton, before becoming active on the pub-
lic stage In 1767, as a trustee, he went on a

mission to Scotland that resulted in the accept-
ance of the presidency of the College by the
Reverend John Witherspoon, after the opposi-
tion of the latter’s wife had been finally over-
come with the aid of Benjamin Rush, then a
medical student in Edinburgh. This was an ex-
ceedingly important event in the history of
higher education in America. Stockton was 2
pillar of strength to the College throughout his
life, and he was eager to bring 1ts graduates into
public affairs.

He himself was drawn into them increasingly



as the struggle with the mother country pro
gressed He served as a member of the Counail
of New Jersey became a justice of the supreme
court and in June 1776 was elected to the
Continental Congress as an independent soul
He declined to become chief justice of his state
1n order to remain i1 Congress but his public
career was unhappily foreshortened by military
developments 1n his locality Returning from
an nspection of the northern army in the
autumn of 1776 to find hus state overrun by the
Brtish he removed his fanuly to safety but was
himself betrayed to the enemy and held for
some months 1n brutal captivity while his home
was pillaged Congress formally remonstrated
against his treatment and he was exchanged
but his health was wrecked and he remained an
invalid unti! his death at hus family place
Morven 1n 1781 He was then 1n only his fifty
first year

He had married Anmis Boudinot a poet in
her own right and sister of Elias Boudmot who
marmied Stockton ssister Ofus six children his

Annts Boudinot Stockton

son Richard became an eminent lawser and
prominent Federahst leader and hus daughter
Julia marned Dr Benjamn Rush also a Signer
of the Declaration In person Stockton was call
and commanding and he was dignufied in man
ner He was an accomplished horseman a
graceful speaker and a culuvated man Hewas
not a Patriot of the notous type being a nota
ble champion of law and order but he wasde
voted to the mterests of his country and suf
fered greatly 1n his own person for the cause of
independence

The home of Rachard Stockton
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men and measures ’ Very likely he exploited
these to his own political advantage, but un-
doubtedly he was a champion of popular rights
After serving as shenff of Essex County and
clerk of the colonial Assembly, Clark, espousing
the Patnot cause, became 2 member and secre-
tary of the provincial commuttee of safety, and
a delegate to the convention that drafted the
first constitution of the state His electionin
June 1776 as one of the five delegates to the
Continental Congress showed that he wasa
g d of independ, and he
voted for the Declaration without any hest
tancy He remained in Congress for several
years, being notably attentive to business and
good at drawing reports and resolutions
His legislative service, 1n his state and out of
1t, was practically continuous He vigorously
upheld the nghts of New Jersey against the
commercial practices of New York in the Con
federation period, but he also urged the
strengthening of the Union He was one of the
few d at the Annapolis C of

1786, and only 1ll health prevented his attend
ance at the Federal Convention 1n 1787 He
opposed the Constitution until assured of the
addition of the Bill of Rights tot, and he wasa
member of the second and third Congresses un

Clark s home at Ehizabeth was unpretentious

der the new government Toward the end of
fus service he strongly supported the policy of
commercial discrimination aganst the British
advocated by Madison and Jefferson and de
feated by partisans of Hamilton He was thus
1dentified with the Republicans rather than the
Federalists, and his career as a whole fits into
the economic mterpretation of the politics of
the era better than those of most other Signers

He died 1n 1794 1n his sixty minth year and
was buried in the Presbytenan Church Ceme
tery at Rahway He had marned Sarah Hat
field, who bore him ten children and after his
death continued to direct the farmily farm he
had inhented He was a slender man ofaverage
height and the miniature by James Peale con
firms contemporary comments about the heavi
ness of his eyebrows

Clarh died 1n Rah cay and tas buried there
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FRANCIS HOPKINSON, who at thirty-eight
vas one of the younger Signers, was also one of
the most versatile and engaging men in Con-
gress, He is more often associated with Phila-
delphia, where he was born and died, than with
New Jersey, where he was living in 1776 at
Bordentown on the Delaware. His father was a
prominent Philadelphia lawyer and one of the
founders of the American Philosophical Society.
Francis was the first graduate of the College of
Philadelphia (later affiliated with the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania) and he studied and prac-
ticed law, without repressing his musical, lit-
crary, and artistic talents. He played the harp-
sichord and was himscelf a composer. For ex-
ample, in his carly thirties he set to music a
poem of Thomas Parncll, renaming the song
‘My Days Have Been So Wondrous Free.” He
also wrote verse and was good at drawing—in
which he had apparently received instruction
from Benjamin West while on a trip to Eng-
land.

The decade before the Revolution found him
in New Jersey, where he held minor public
posts and at the age of thirty-one married Ann
Borden. He subsequently removed to Borden-
town, which was named for his wife’s promi-
nent family. There he practiced law successfully
and achieved sufficient political prominence to
Le appointed a member of the Governor's
Council in 1774. A staunch Whig. he soon be-
gan to write sativical picces against the British:
and in an essav called *A Prophecy” he antici-
pated the Declaration before voting for it. Dur-
ing his brief stay in Congress he whiled away
the tedium of debate by drawing caricatures.
Below average in height, he had a small head
and small, keen features. He was a fast talker
and exceedingly animated. some part of him

being abways in menon.

During the Revolution 1,
vexatious public business
Continental navy board .
loans; and, beginning in 1-
admiralty for Pennsylvani.
helped design the seals of '
sophical Society and the -
and, what is even more intc
the American flag (1777). 1
town was plundered by
when they occupied Phila:
ued to satirize the enem
American cause in his w:
verse, and he wrote and co
celebration of the French .*
supported the new Feder.
directed the great process.
in honor of its ratification )
1789 President Washingt
judge of the United States (
district of that state, and he
his sudden death two yea
fourth year.

An intimate friend of I
tronomer David Rittenhoust
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Francis Hopkinsos

Imong Hopknons onfo  n wa themu fo apoem by Thona
Pa nell Hophnonsso Jo ph wa theautho of Ha ! Columba



of the select scientific circle that centered 1n the
American Philosophical Society and was him-
self a minor inventor. He corresponded exten-
sively with his friend Thomas Jefferson—discus-
sing his own efforts to improve the quilling of
the harpsichord, among other things—and this
lively man of such diverse gifts must have been
one of the most delightful of companions. He
was secretary of the convention that organized
the Protestant Episcopal Church in 1789, and
was the organist of Christ Church. The eldest
of his five children, Joseph Hopkinson, a noted
Jjurist, was the author of ‘Hail Columbia’ (1798).
Francis Hopkinson Smith, grandson of the
Signer, also carried on the tradition of versatil-
ity, besides being an engineer, he was a novelist
and painter

Mys Franas Hopkinson
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of the sclect scientific circle that centered in the
American Philosophical Society and was him-
sclf a minor inventor. He corresponded exten-
sively with his friend Thomas Jefferson—discus-
sing his own efforts to improve the quilling of
the harpsichord, among other things—and this
lively man of such diverse gifts must have been
one of the most delightful of companions. He
was secretary of the convention that organized
the Protestant Episcopal Church in 1789, and
was the organist of Christ Church. The eldest
of his five children, Joseph Hopkinson, a noted
Jjurist, was the author of ‘Hail Columbia’ (1798).
Francis Hopkinson Smith, grandson of the
Signer, also carried on the tradition of versatil-
ity; besides being an engineer, he was a novelist
and painter.

Mrs. Francis Hopkmnson.

During the British occupation of Philadelphia redcoats plundered Hopkinson’s home in Bordentown.
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Frankl n 1n his Autobtography sa d that the first t me
ke saw h s future . fe ke was walk ng up the street cat
ing He had a great puffy roll under cach arm and was
munching a third The strange girl stand ng tn a dooruay
thought I made as I certa nly d d a most awhward nd ¢
ulous appearance

Elected to the second Continental Congress
the day after he got back to Philadelphia he
served on the commuttee that drafted the Dec
laration and he left s mark on that document
even though he did not get the chance tom
sert a Joke m st He was no man to make
speeches but he was generally regarded as an
oracle of wisdom though John Adams and
others never could understand why he favored
a al legssl the Pennsyl
constitution of 1776 which he thoroughly ap
proved was too democratic and too feeble for
the liking of many of his fellow Patrtots

The most distingwshed of s many pohtical
services still lay before him Sent to France in
1776 when he described himself as a piece of
unsalable cloth winth could be had for the
asking he was the major architect of the French
Alhance and became 1n French eyes the most
famous and beloved of world figures His later
services 1n connection with the peace treaty
and as the first American mimster to France
need not concern us here but we can say
that he was the dean of American diplomats in
his own time and one of the very greatest of all
nme Some of his contemporaries were jealous
of him not unnaturally and his ways seemed
devious tosome but to his successor at Versailles
he and Washington were 1n a class by them
selves Jefferson who was secretary of state
when Franklin died in 1790 at the age of exghty

American compatriots 1n that he could view
the developing impenal controversy firsthand
1n the home country 1tself He was conciliatory
as long as he could be but his admuration for
the English declined as tume wenton and he
was publicly assailed for his connection with
the publication of the Hutchinson Letters In
the end nobody was more convinced than he of
the desirability of colonial independence He
had never had much use for the proprietors of
Pennsylvania and he had lost any he may have
had for kings Jefferson first heard from him
the motto  Rebellion to tyrants is obedience to
God and the chances are that Franklin was
the author of 1t

four d that the executive department
wear mourning for mm but President Wash
ngton wondered where the line could be drawn
if ever that sort of thing was started 1 told
him  saud Jefferson the world had drawn so
broad a hine between himselfand Dr Frankhn
on theone side and the residue of mankind on
the other that we might wear mourning for
them and the question still remain new and
undecided as to all others

No other American of the first rank except
Jefferson himself embodied so fully the daunt
less intellectual freedom  the eager intellectual
curiosity and the persistent faith 1n human
progress which characterized the erghteenth
century Enlightenment and perhaps no other

-
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Lhout ten months before his death i o0, Frank lin ashed that a marble stone, *six_feel long, four feet wnde, plam,’
be placed on fus grace Ui to be found in the northuest corner of Chnist Church Churchyard, Pluladelphia

great American of any peniod has ever been so
consistently anuable and irrepressibly dehght-
ful as Frankhin. In his personal life he did not
hesitate to be irregular. By Deborah Reed, his
common-law wife who was a faithful helpmate
though quite incapable of understanding him,
he had two children. One of these became the
mother of Benjamin Franklin Bache, later
rather notorious as a journalist. Franklin had
two illegitimate children, one of whom was
William Franklin, royal governor of New

Jersev Inreligious matters he was notably tol-
crant. In the last year of his Iife, replying to the
letter of a learned clergyman, he said that he
was not now disposed to enter into theological
inquiry since he would soon have the oppor-
tunity to learn the truth without much trouble.
Within a month he went to meet his Creator.
If not the most heroic and statuesque of Amer-
icans, he was, except for Jefferson, the most
versatile among the greatest of them and, with-
out any exception, the most entertaining.



JOHN MORTON, who was about fifty-two
years old 1n 1776, was a plain farmer with long
pohitical experience and recent judicial service
Born of Swedish stock in Rudley, Pennsylvania,
1n Chester (now in Delaware) County, he was
rather well educated at home by hus stepfather
He served almost continuously in the provincial
Assembly from his early thirties, and 1n 1774
became an associate judge of the supreme court
He was a delegate to the first as well as to the
second Continental Congress, and n the latter
he joined with Franklin and James Wilson to
swing the Pennsylvania delegation to the side
of independence The story 1s that some of his
closest friends greatly blamed him for this act
and that on his deathbed he satd  “Tell them
that they will hive to see the hour, when they
shall acknowledge 1t to have been the most glor
10us service that I ever rendered my country *
He died 1n Apnil 1777, less than a year after
the Declaration, the first among the Signers to

The birthplace of John Morton

die At the ime he was serving usefully in Con
gress, but 1t was sull too early to say that the
wisdom of his conduct had been conclusively
proved His wife, Ann Justice (or Justs) was
also of Delaware Swedish stock They had three
sons and five daughters Morton died i Ches
ter and was buried in St James Church Ceme
tery there

e
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JAMES WILSON. who was approaching
thirtv-four, was neat to the youngest of the
Signers from Pennsy lvania and one of the ablest
men 1n Congress. Born at Carskero. near St
Andrews, Scotland. he studied at the universi-
tes of St. Andrews, Glasgow, and Edinburgh.
and. although he does not appear to have taken
a degree, he was an unusually well-educated
man when he emigrated 1o America in his earlv
twenties. Coming to Philadelphia. he studied
law under John Dickinson. He eventually
moved to Carlisle. where he developed a large
legal practice among the Scots-Irish in that dis-
trict and began the land speculations that were
to eatend through his life and prove his undo-
ing. Notably a student and thinker. he was

among the first to denv all authority of Pa
hament over the colonies and 1o see in the Kin
the onlv tie of empire. thus anticipating, as Je!
ferson did. the later British Commoniwealth. -
pamphlet of his on that subject was widely cir
culated and verv influential. In the secon
Continental Congress he became more conserv
ative, being one of those who advocated (in Juns
1776} postponement of the issue of independ
ence. Nevertheless, on July 2 he was one of the
three Pennsyvlvanians who favored decisive ac
tion. and he joined with Franklin and Johr
Morton to cast the vote of his province for the
fateful resolution.
Wilson was about six feet tall, very erect. anc
dignified in manner. His sternness of expressior



has been attnibuted to his extreme shortsighted
ness It 1s doubtful if James of Caledoma’ was
ever a popular figure, but he was a powerful lo-
gian and an uncommonly impressive speaker
His younger colleague, Benjamin Rush, said
‘His mind, while he spoke, was one blaze of
hight Not a word ever fell from his leps out of
ume, or out of place, nor could a word be taken
from or added to hus speeches without mjuring
them * He was an effective member of Congress
until the autumn of 1777, but he was then re-
moved because of s lack of sympathy with the
existing state government

Becoming 1ncreasingly conservative, be vio
lently attacked the democratic Pennsylvama
constitution of 1776 and made himself exceed
ingly unpopular with the majonity For 2 time
he absented himself in Maryland, and with his
removal to Philadelphia 1n 1778 he became
closely identified with the aristocratic and mon-
eyed faction, arousing such hostility that he was
the victim of mob violence He again became
acuve in public life with the conservative reac-
uon following the Revolution, and he rendered
his most conspicuous public services 1 the
movement for 2 new federal constitution Inthe
Federal Convention of 1787 he was second 1n
fluence only to James Madison, he played a
commanding part in the ratification fight in
Pennsylvania, which was marked by some high-
handed action, and he was the author of the
more conservative state constitution of 1790

In view of his services and great legal learn
1ng, he was naturally commended for high judi-

B N
o -;n - ) Jareial S
';%:3 ST »_;"i?:"t\”.v
EF R FrEs

The home of James 18 tlsim

cial appointment under the new government
and he duly became one of the first associate
Justices of the Supreme Court In several re
spects he anticipated John Marshall in his na
tionalism His most notable opiion was in
Chisholm os Georgia, against the state and 1t
led, by way of reaction, to the eleventh amend
ment to the Constitution, wherein the right of
ctizens of one state to sue another state m the
tederal courtsisdenmied Wilson who ashe hum
self said was hunted ‘like a wild beast by his
creditors, died at Edenton North Carclina in
1768, a few weeks before his fifty sixth birth
day He had greatly over-extended himselfas a
land speculator and was in a very distressed
mental state In our own century his remains
were remterred in Christ Churchyard Phila
delphia, and we can now esumate more dis
p ly than his poraries could the
public services of this notable early thinker
who wrecked his own career by excessine am
bition

About the time hesettled at Carlisle, he mar
nied Rachel Bird One of thetr six children,
Bird Wilson, a judge in Pennsylvania, who left
the bench because of his repugnance to capital
purishment and became an Episcopal clergy-
man and theologian, edited his father's works
As a widower 1n his early fifues, James Wilson
marrted Hannah Gray, but their only child died
n infancy and soon thereafter financial storms
burst upon him

P
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ROBERT MORRIS, in his forts -third vear,
was the richest of the Pennsyhvania Signers His
partner, Thomas Willing, also a member of the
delegation, voted against the resolution of inde-
pendence and never signed the Declaration
The objections of Morris, who absented him-
self, were to the timing of the act rather than to
the act itsclf; and, re-clected in July (as Willing
was not), he duly signed in August. Actually,
his autograph stands first among thosc of the
Pennsylvanians. The possession of a great for-
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tunc did not prevent his taking the side of the
Patniots, but throughout his public life he was
charged by his critics and encmies with further-
ing his private interests. John Adams, who never
had a fortune, did not doubt that Morris pur-
sucd mercantile ends, but regarded him as an
honest man and an exceedingly useful member
of Congress. George Washington relied greatly
on the ‘financier of the Revolution,’and in 1789
gave him the opportunity, which he declined,
to become the first sccretary of the treasury.



Born 1n Liverpool, Morris came at the age of
thirteen to America, where his father of the
same name was then engaged in the exporta-
tion of tobacco on Chesapeake Bay The boy
was sent to Philadelphia, where he had slight
schooling, but, entering a mercantile house, be
came at a surpnisingly early age a partner inthe
firm of Willing, Morrs & Company This was
the first big step upward on the ladder that led
this largely self-made man to dizzy financial
heights Theactivities of an important merchant
in those days extended to shipptng and bank-
ing, and the enterprises of Morris were always
far-flung At a later time he had a monopolistic
contract with the Farmers General for the im-
portation of tabacco into France, and m the last
years of his life he was disastrously involved in
speculation in western Jands

Mgs Morris

Large 1n person, agreeable and lavishly hos
pitable in private Iife, he was mare respected
and feared as a public man than he was liked
One of his colleagues said that because of hts
proud and passionate nature he had ‘virulent
enemies, as well as affectionate friends * He was
frequently afflicted with asthma, and 1t 1s said
that as a cure he often resorted to exercises at
the pump, laboring as though he were trying to
save a sinking vessel This 1s also a good de
scniption of his activities as a public financier, for
the Conunental treasury was often at the potat
of foundertng Though not an orator he was a
bold speaker, 1n a public assembly, as elsewhere,
he was the sort of man who overwhelmed the
opposition

His service to the colonial cause began dur
1ng the controversy over the Stamp Act, and



waroagticants resitned moeg gy duringg the fr-
nal v In Convrew he was partculals cone
cornod swith the procurement of munitons, and
i the worl o the comunitiee onsecietsone-
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Ko e from Congress iy the autumn of 1570,
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sprit o drepour, but he had ke pt the stup bom

tre o seate He ended his workoin g

sinbane
e was a member of the Annapohs Consen-

non ol 1766 and of the Fedaal Convention
which tollowed it He played an unimportant
partin the Iraming of the Constitution, but he
strongly supported it He was unwilling to as-
sutite tespatsibithiey for the finanees of the new
government, but asone of the first «enator from
s state, serving unud 1795, be strongely backed
the pohicies of AMlesander Hamilton, Tis own
lartunes collapsed soon therealter, chiclly be-
cause ol s immense purchases of unsetiled
Lands, and m 1708 he was arrested for debt. He
had sought tefuee from his creditors in his coun-
tes place, The HiW on the Schuvlkill, but he
spent the nest three and a half vears in prison.
The Last hise, untid his deathin 1806 at the age
of seventy -two, were passed in obscure rethie-
ment His fall was as spectacular as his rise, and
a oo deal quickhes

Mortis marnied Mary White, sister of Wil
lram White, the fust Protestant Eprecopal
bishop of Pennsyvlvama, and the couple had
five sons and two daughters. He is buried in
Chnst Churchvard, Philadelphia,

ey ga—

Morns cawdy sought refi

toe from his creditors al hus country home, * The Hills
g



GEORGE TAYLOR, aged sixty, was the old

est of the five new delegates from Pennsylvania
who were elected in late July and signed the
Declaration 1n August He seems to have been
born in northern Ireland, and he made his
home 1n Easton, in Northampton County,
though his business interests were chiefly at
Durham 1n Bucks County, where he had an
tron furnace His polcal activities have not
been well remembered, and presumably they
were not of major importance A member of
the provinaal faction that favored the propri

etary government, he was a const it opponent
of the Brtish 1n impenal matters from 1763
onward, and 1n this sense he may he deseribed
as a ‘furtous Whig* He scrved a hall dosen
years in the provinani Assembly, and then, 1
ter several years of 1n 1etivity, wit anromed by
the Coeraive Acts whneh follawed the Boston
Tea Party In 1775 he wis hick i the Avem

bly

He served less than 1 vear in Congress and
wasrelatnely inactne In March 1777 hewas
elected to the new Supreme Executne Counal
of the state, but he occupied his post only 1 fes
weeks before retinng on account of iltness He
died early in 1781 when he was about sexny
five, and was buried in Easton He had mu
ried Mrs Anne Tavlor Savage who died in
1768 Their only child who survived infincy
predeceased hus father

Taylor house Fastn




JAMES SMITH, who was about fifty-seven
years old and living at York, Pennsylvania, was
born in northern Ireland, like George Taylor,
and was also engaged in the iron business for a
time, though without success. Primarily he was
a lawyer and a representative of the back coun-
try. He came to America when about ten, re-
ceived some schooling in Philadelphia, read law
with an elder brother, and spent four or five
years on the frontier in Gumberland County
before settling at York. He was a leader in the
struggle of the western counties against the east-
ern, and against British policy. In the years
177476 he was a member of successive provin-
cial conferences and congresses; and he organ-
ized at York a militia company of which he was
made captain, and, after it had grown in size,
honorary colonel. In late July 1776, he was
elected to the Continental Congress as a recog-
nized supporter of independence.

He was in Congress until February 1777,and
again from December of that year through 1778.
He was not conspicuous, but his speeches were
frequently enlivened by humor and he is said
to have been an excellent storyteller. He held
several state posts after leaving Congress and
was re-elected to that body in 1785, declining

on account of age. He lived nearly a score of
years longer, dying in 1806 when about eighty-
seven. He long continued in the practice of law,
being very successful, and no doubt a much
fuller story of him could be told if his papers
had not been destroyed by fire. He married
Eleanor Armor of New Castle, Delaware, and
they had five children. He was buried in the
cemetery of the English Presbyterian Church
in York.

Smith’s burial place.
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GEORGE ROSS aged forty six was a lawyer
living 1n Lancaster and noted for his wit and
good humer Born in New Castle Delaware
of Scottish stock he was the son of an Angh
can clergyman and seems to have been weil
cducated by the standards of the tme After
reading law i Philadelphia he was very suc
cessful in practice 1n Lancaster For seven or

eight years he was a member of the provincal
Assembly, and 1n 1774 he served 1n the first
Continental Congress being then Loyalist m
his sympathies and opinions He turned to the
Patniot side 1n 1775 was active in the Pennsyl

vama constitutional convention of 1776 help

ing draw the declaration of rights and was one
of the new delegates elected to Congressn late



Julv FThs personal populanity s suggested by
the face that only Franklin got a larger vote
than he in the ballotne in the comvention, but
m Congress he did nothig memorable except
to sign the Declaration. He s said 10 have dis-
hked congrestonal business and, despite his at-
tactinve personality, he was not particulatly in-
Huential duning his bref stay

Withdrawing carly in 1777 because of illness,
he alterward became a judee of the admiralty
coutt of his state and presided over the cele-
brated case of Grdeon Olmisted Olmsted, o ciu-
cenob Connecticat, setzed possesaon of the
Buiiush sloop Jdonie while serving as o captive
on that vessel, but she was eseorted into port
by o big belonuing 1o the Commonwcealth of
Pennsshvamia The divpute was over the dis-
tribunion of the prize money A Pennisvvama
fury awarded onlv a fourth to Olmsted and his
assoctates, and thtee-fourths to the state Ross,
though sympathetic with Olmsted, saw no
chotce but to affitm the verdict, and when it
was overruled by the court of appeals estab-
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Mrs George Ross

Lhe burne af Gearge Ross, Lancaster

lished by Congress he denied the power of that
bady to take such action. Questions of state
rights were involved and the legal controversy
was not settled until a generation later, when
the United States Supreme Court ruled for
Olmsted.

Ross died very carly in the controversy—in
1779 at the age of forty-nine. His death resulted
from a violent attack of gout, and the implica-
tions are that he had enjoyed good living. He
was buried in Christ Churchyard, Philadelphia.
He had married Anne Lawler, a lady of Scots-
Irish descent whose portrait by Benjamin West
adorns these pages, and they had two sons and
a daughter. Though his relatively brief career
was marked by controversy at the very end, it
scems generally to have been a merry one.
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GEORGE CLYMER who was thirty seven
years old at the time fulfilled his dearest wish
when he signed the Declaration Then a pros
perous merchant in Philadelphia where he was
born he had been orphaned while a very small
child and brought up by a merchant uncle Wil
liam Coleman He became a member of the
firm of Merediths & Clymer married the
daughter of his senior partner and in his fa
ther in law s house met George \Washington
with whom he formed a lasting friendship A

P

modest man and cool on the surface Clymer
never sought public office but for a score of
years he was 1n almost unbroken public serv

ice showing consistent republicanism and un

usual warmth of devotion An active Patriot
from his very young manhood he was one of
the five elected to Congress from Pennsylhvama
for the first time 1n July 1776 While no ora

tor this handsome man was well informed a
witty conversationalist and a good writer It
15 a sign of his patriotism  though not of hus
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This tablet notes that Clymer signed the Con-
stitution bul not that he signed the Declaration

worldly wisdom, that in 1776 he exchanged all
his specie for Continental currency. In Con-
gress, however, he was noted for his good sense
as well as his great industry

He served three or four years there, in three
different stretches. With Richard Stockton he
inspected the northern army at Ticonderoga in
1776; he was a member of the boards of war
and of the treasury; and his report on a mission
to Fort Pitt in 1777-78 led Congress to organ-
1ze an expedition against Detroit. In the Penn-

The Clymer house, Philadelphia.

sylvania Assembly, a little later, he advocated
reforms in the penal code and the public em-
ployment of convicts. As a delegate to the Fed-
eral Convention in 1787, he was effective with-
out being-particularly vocal, and he signed the
Constitution. As a member of the first Congress
under the Constitution, he remained loyal to
his friend Washington, but tended to side with
Madison against Hamilton. After he declined
re-election, he was appointed by Washington
as head of the excise tax department for Penn-
sylvania. He found this office distasteful and re-
signed after his son Meredith, who was in the
army dispatched against the Whiskey Rebels
in 1794, died in Pittsburgh. In 1796 he per-
formed his last public service as commissioner
to the Cherokee and Creek Indians in Georgia,
negotiating a treaty with them.

He lived until 1813 and was nearly seventy-
four when he died in Morrisville, Pennsylvania.
By his marriage with Elizabeth Meredith he
had nine children, of whom five survived in-
fancy. He was buried in the Friends Grave-
yard, Trenton, New Jersey, but the tablet at
his grave, while referring to him as a signer of
the Constitution, fails to mention the Declara-
tion of Independence.
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BENyantn Rust became the mos! famous American phys cian and med cal teacker of s time






position for sicteen years despite his manifold
professional actvities It was to Rush that Jef
ferson wrote privately, 1n the hot election vear
1800 ‘1 have sworn upon the altar of God
cternal hostility agunst every form of tyranny
over the mind of man’, and, toward the end of
hus own life, the Doctor, as the sclf appomted
inteemediary between Jefferson and Adams
brought about the renewal of their correspond
ence

Rush’s own correspondence remained un
published for the most part until the muddle of

Fulia Stuckton Rusk was married
befrre her seventeenth birthday

the twentieth century-—chiefly because brs
family did not want to advertise old indiscre
tions and revive old controversies This wasun
fortunate since 1t did Rush himself an injus
tice He was a prolific and vivid letter writer
and his correspondence ts a min of social and
scientific istory and biographical atlusion He
also left 1n manuscript certan autobiographical
wntings which have recently been printed
These include brief accounts of the Revolution-
ary Patnots His comment on himself conststs of

three words  He atmed well



He was at the height of his fame in 1813
when he died in Philadelphia in his sixty-
eighth year. His beloved wife, Julia, who was
not yet seventeen when he married her, bore
him thirteen children. Two of them gained en-
during distinction: Richard Rush, the diplo-
mat; and James Rush, who followed his father
in the medical profession. Thomas Sully’s por-
trait of Benjamin Rush was painted toward the
end of his life and, as his editor says, it shows

him as a ‘sweetly pensive old man,’ giving no
suggestion of his pugnacity and vivacity. It was
Jjust about this time that one of his many ador-
ing pupils said that he looked like ‘an angel of
light,” and deserved deification if any mortal
did. Without being at all sanctimonious, he
had spent himself for the good of mankind
throughout an extraordinarily full life, and we
can see him now as one of the most colorful
figures in a glorious generation.
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Rush was the founder of Pennsylvania Hospital, Philadelphia.



The vote of Delaware for the resolution of independence was cast under
dramatic circumstances—because of the overmght ride of Caesar Rodney
through the storm to get to Philadelphia in time His voice with that of
Thomas McKean gave a majority within the delegation to the advocates of
imrnediate action and George Read who was in the minonity at this point
accepted the decision and afterward signed the Declaration There wasa
specral flavor of local patriotism 1n the conduct of the leaders of Delaware
for the Three Lower Counties were separating themselves not only from the
Briish Empire but also from Pennsylvania Hitherto while enjoying a sep
arate legislative body they had the same governor as Pennsylvania and had
resented being regarded an appendage of the larger province The little
commonwealth which was set up 1n 1776 afterward gained the lustonc dis
tinction of being the first state to raufy the Constitution



Cacsar Rodney 15 among those whos
satues are an the United States Cafutol

CAESAR RODNEY. who was in his forty-
cighth vear when he rode thiough the night
and the rann from his home near Dover tovote
for the resolutton of independence, was a recog-
nized leader in the movement to separate the
Thiee Lower Counties fiom British rule. Born
near Dover in Kent County | the grandson of
an Anglican clergy man on the maternal side
and the son of a planter. who died before his
bov was grown, Rodney appears to have gamed
most of his educanon at home, as was so often
the case with planters sons. He entered public
life carly, as the custom also was, and for more
than a dozen vears before 1776 was alimost con-
tinuoush a member of the House of Assembly,
serving during the last sears as Speaker. Active
in the mulitia, he became a brigadier general
m 13775 He was a delegate to the firnst Conu-
nental Congress, and John Adams gave a vivid
deseription of him the dasy he met him- *Cacsar
Rodney 1s the oddest leoking man in the world:
heas talll thin and slender as a reed, pale; his
face is not bigger than a laree apple. vet there
1s sense and fire, spirtt, wit, and humor in his
countenance.” The cancerous growth on his
face. from which he suffered for vears and
finally died. may have contributed to the oddity

ol his appearance, but his actions showed him
to be a man of heroic proportions.

His delay in getting to Congress in July 1776
was owing to the fact that, after presiding in
June over the session of the Assembly or con-
vention which authorized support of the inter-
colonial movement for independence and virtu-
allv declared Delaware independent of the
Crown, he had gone to Sussex County to look
into a threatened Loyalist uprising. He had just
returned home when he learned from his col-
league McKean that a vote was impending in




Congress and he rushed northward to give his
vorce The news of the Declaration was an
nounced in Dover at a fine turtle feast anda
friend there soon congratulated him on ‘the
Important Day which restores to every Amer
rean his birthright—a day which every freeman
will record with gratitude, and millions of pos
terity will read with rapture '

He had aroused conservative opposition tn
kent County however During his continued
absence in Congress this prevented his being
elected to the state constituttonal convention
and in the winter he was nat even returned to
Congress He became active, therefore 1nmul
wary affairs He dispatched militia to Wash
ngton s army, and for a tume he was 1n com
mand of the post at Trenton He again served
briefly in Congress, after a bit but his remain
g public services were chiefly 1n his own
state He was appointed major general of mul
1t1a by his friend Thomas Mckean then act

ing as President of Delaware andin 1778 he
himself became President as the chref execu
tive of the state was then called Serving until
1781 he was the war governor during a large
part of the Revolution His dechning health in
terfered with later public service but he was
Speaker of the upper house of the legislature
when he died 1n 1784 1n hus fifty sixth vear

He never married and he left most of hus
estate to his nephew Caesar Augustus Rodney
the son of his brother Thomas who wasalsoa
promment Patriot and public man The
nephew later became Attorney General of the
United States The Signer was buried on his
home farm but after a century his remains
were removed to the Christ Episcopal Church
yardin Dover and a few years later a monu
ment to him was erected there The equestrian
statue tn Wilmington was unveiled in 1923 A
few years later he took s place in Statuary
Hall in the Capitol 1n Washington
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GEORGE READ opposed adoption of the Declaration; afterward signed and supported it.



GEORGE READ, who was 1n his forty third
year 1n the summer of 1776 and lived 1 New
Castle, Delaware, was born 1n Cecil County,
Maryland His father had been born i Dublin
and his mother was Welsh He read law
Philadelphia and practiced there for a time,
and he was a close friend of John Dickinson
For a dozen years before the Declaration he
was a member of the House of Assembly of the
Three Lower Counties, and he served in both
the first Continental Congress and the second
Oneof hus colleagues described him as a shrewd
lawyer, with gentle manners and considerable
talent and knowledge, firm without being vio
lent More moderate and cautious than Caesar
Rodney, he opposed the Declaration at the
time 1t was adopted but afterward stgned and
strongly supported 1t He was a tall, thin man,
with fine features, and was rather austere mn
manner

He was the presiding officer at the state con-
stitutional convention of 1776 and had a large
share 1n the constitution then adopted Atthis
stage he was the most influenual man in Del

aware He served as President of the state for a
ttme before Rodney but he was less active in
the latter part of the Revolution because of 1ll
health He was a delegate to both the Annap
ohis Convention of 1786 and the Federal Con
vention of 1787, favoring a strong national gov
ernment to control the large states He played
the leading part 1n the ratification of the Con
stitution by Delaware, first among the states,
and was United States Senator from the be-
ginning of the new government until 1793,
when he resigned to become chuef justice of
Delaware He was regarded as a strong Fed
eralist He died m 1798 at New Castle, where
his mansion commanded a fine river view

He had marnied Gertrude Ross of New
Castle, widow of Thomas Till and the daughter
of an Episcopal clergyman Among his five
children was John Read, who became a promi
nent Philadelphia lawyer and Episcopal lay
man His grandson, John Meredith Read, was
an even more distinguished lawyer, and his
great grandson of the same name achieved dis
tinction as a diplomat

ELR



THOMAS MCKEAN at forty-two was the
youngest of the Signers from Delaware, but he
lived longer than the others and became the
most conspicuous public man and the most
controversial figurc of the three. At this time
he was living at New Castle, but he had legal
practice not only in the Lower Counties but in
New Jersey and Pennsylvania as well, and in
the later phases of his carcer he was identified
with the Keystone State.

Born in New London Township, Chester
County, Pennsylvania, he came of Scots-Irish
stock and was a man of vigorous personality.
In Delaware, where he read law and had im-
portant family connections, he was a perennial
member of the Assembly from his young man-
hood, and he became noted as a champion of
the colonial cause against the British. Except
for a period of about a year he represented
Delaware in the Continental Congress contin-
uously from 1774 to 1783, and it was his sum-
mons that caused Caesar Rodney to ride hur-
riedly to Philadelphia to join his vote with
McKean’s and carry the delegation for inde-
pendence on July 2, 1776. There is considerable
question about the time at which McKean

signed the Declaration. He certainly did not
do this in August, and although he claimed in
old age that he attached his name some time
in 1776 it did not appear on the printed copy
that was authenticated on January 17, 1777,
and it is assumed that he signed after that date.

The Delaware constitution of 1776 has been
credited to him as well as to George Read, and
for a short time he was acting president of Del-
aware. His career is confusing because he held
office in two commonwealths at the same time.
Appointed chief justice of Pennsylvania in
1777, he occupied that post for twenty-two
years, and as time went on he became increas-
ingly identified with that state. He had been
regarded as a radical Whig, but he opposed the
Pennsylvania constitution of 1776, which
Franklin approved, and was active in the con-
vention that adopted the more conservative
document of 1790. He strongly supported the
new Federal Constitution, but in the party
struggles of the 1790’s he became a Republican
against the Federalists.

His election as governor of Pennsylvania in
1799 was an important political event, and he
served three terms of three years each in that
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Mrs Thomas McKean and daughter Sopha Dorothea.

office. His policy of proscribing political oppo-
nents was sharply criticized, and he was cven-
tually charged with nepotism. Though a repre-
sentative of moderate rather than radical
republicanism, he was generally a storm center.
Part of his difficulties arose from his person-
ality. This tall and stately man of unquestion-
able ability and honesty was cold in manner,
vain, and tactless and he gained a host of
encmies as well as admirers. He amassed a very
considerable estate and gave evidence of his
learning in the Acts of the General Assembly of
Pennsylvama, which he edited, and in other writ-

ings.

After his retirement, he remained an impres-
sive figure in Philadelphia until his death in
1817 at the age of eighty-three, His first wife,
Mary Borden, the daughter of Joseph Borden
of Bordentown, New Jersey, and sister of the
wife of Francis Hopkinson, bore him six chil-
dren; and his second wife, Sarah Armitage of
New Castle, Delaware, bore him five. While
governor he appointed his son, Joseph Borden
McKean, as attorney general, and this action
aroused gibes about the ‘heir apparent’ and
‘royal family.’ This son was a lawyer of ability,
however, and he afterward held high judicial
office.
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The four Signers from Maryland averaged only a little more than thirty
five years in age, but their average wealth was very high because of the pres
ence among them of Charles Carroll of Carroliton To the New Englanders
1n this Congress and later ones the Marylanders seemed a pleasure loving
lot, with insufficient respect for good honest labor A more sympathetic
observer described colontal Annapolis as the ‘most genteel’ place in North
America, and, except for the boisterous and belligerent Samuel Chase, the
members of this hittle group were notable for good manners At the same
time, these gentlemen were notably devoted to the cause of independence
On this important potnt sentiment 1n the Chesapeake Bay country, unlike
that in the middle provinces seemed practically undivided
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CHARLES CARROLL OF CARROLLTON,
i his thurty-minth year, was often described as
the richest man in the country and was the
only Catholic among the Signers A colleague
estimated his estate as being worth £ 200,000
sterling, and 1t would not be an exaggeration
to term him a millionaire The designation, ‘of
Carrollton,” dates back to his early manhood
when his father settled on him the Manor of
Carrollton, comprising some 10,000 acres in
Fredenck County, Maryland, and its purpose
was to distinguish him from athers of the same
name—including his father, Charles Carroll of
Annapolis He himself was the third Charles in
America in the direct line, and the same Chris-

e e

tian name was borne by a contemporary kins-
man with whom he 1s sometimes confused The
Signer himself was born in genteel Annapolis
and he was much more likely to be found in
hus father’s brick town house or 1n the favonte
country seat of the family, ‘Doughoregan,” than
at ‘Carrollton * The Carrolls were Insh the
name having oniginally been O Carroll and
they traced their line back to Irish hings The
latter were so plentiful at one time that they
mught be better described as princes or heads
of clans, but few American families had a more
indisputable background of anstocracy in the
Old World or could be more accurately de
scribed as anistocratic in the New

Doughoregan, near Fllicott Ctty, was the fatonte country seat of the Carrolls






Carrall, « ko outlrued all the other Sgners, was burved 1n the chapel of Doughoregan Manor
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WILLIAM PACA, who was i his thirty sixth
year, came of a prosperous family, which may
have been Italian, that for several generatons
had been established 1n Maryland Born in
Abingdon, Harford County, he received a
master’s degree from the College of Philadel
phiua, read law i Annapobs, and continued his
legal studies at the Inner Temple In 1776 he
was practicing law 11 Annapolis and had long
been one of the leading Patriots of the province
He was a member of the first Continentl Con
gress and served m the second from 1775 to
1779 He was an effectne committeeman,
widely respected, and well hked Dr Rush,
who liked him, thought him too indolent to ex
ercise his excellent understanding fully, and
believed that his talents were greater than his
reputation would indicate

After some judicial service he was clected
governor of Maryland in 1782 and twice re
elected without opposition, serving three years
altogether Though not wholly satisfied with
the Federal Constitution of 1787 he voted for
1ts ranfication in the state convention Ap
pointed in 1789 a United States district judge
he remained m this post unul his death ten
years later at the age of fifty mine He was
buried at his country place Wye Hall 1n Tal
bot County Of his five children by his first
wife, Mary Chew of Annapolis only one at
tained matunity, and by his secand wife Anne
Harrnison of Philadelphia, he had no children
Though William Paca was relatuvely inconspic
uous on the national stage, this able, pubhc
spinted man commanded respect throughout
his career
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Paca who sereed three terms as governor of Maryland Irzed in thas house 1n Annapolis
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Mrs Anne Chase and her daughters

Anne Baldwin of Annapolis, who bore him two
sons and two daughters; and to Hannah Kilty
Giles, an Englishwoman by whom he had no
children.

Because of his fiery complesion, Chase was
given the name *Bacon face’ at the Maryland
bar. No onec can deny that his career was
checkered. Onc of his callecagues in the Con-
tinental Congress said that he had *more learn-
ing than knowledge, and more of both than

Jjudgment * Justice Story gave a classic desenp-
tion of him in old age: ‘His manners are coarse,
and in appearance harsh; but in reality he
abounds with good humor. . . In peron. in
manners, in unwicldly strength, in severity of
1eproof, in real tenderness of heart, and above
all in intellect, he is the living. I had almost
said the exact, imace of Samuel Johnson.” He
was an immense man dislihed by some and
liked hugely by others,
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THOMAS STONE aged thrty three was
the youngest and qu etest of the delegates from
Maryland Born in Charles County he s as
the grandson of a proprietary governor He
read la vin Annapol s practiced in Frederick
and after his marr age to Margaret Bro n
moved back to Charles County build ng

(about 1771) Habre de Venture and hv ng
there thenceforth He entered Congress in
1775 and was a more moderate Patriot than
his three fellow Signers of the Declaration
though he jomned with them i votung for it He
was a tall thin man but well proportioned he
was also v ell mannered
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Habre-de-Venture

He served several years 1n Congress and 1n
the upper house of the Maryland legislature
but rarely spoke in either What 1s known
about him 1s creditable, but little can be writ-
ten about him since his career was short and he
left few records He declined membership in
the Federal Convention of 1787 because of the
alarming state of his wife’s health She died 1n
the middle of that year, and he 1n the autumn
at the age of forty-four They had three chil-
dren He 1s buried at ‘Habre-de-Venture’

Stone’s grave at Habre-de- Venture
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The College of W elliam and Van

' These gentlemen lrom N ngimia appear to be the most sprnited and consistent
of amv."said John Adamsin the fiist Conunental Congiess and his comment
was cqually appropnate in the second In later vears he and his old friend
Jellerson concurred in the opinion that independence was chietly owing to
the eflorts of the New Englanders and the Viremans They could not aflord
to say thatin public and no exclusive claim can be justhv made. but quute
obviousy these were the men who took the fead 1750
There were more Stgners from Virgima than [rom any other state except
Pennsylvama, and these seven men comprised an impressive and homogene-
ous group Allofthem were i some sense planters, all were mon of scubstance,
all were n the pnme of lde Jefterson was the voungest and seems to have
been the tallest. though Richard Henry Lee also towered. andat Harnson
N and Nelson were not the tattest men in Congress they were among the fattest,
beme notably jovial to boot No one of these men gamed i his personal
fortunes from the Revolution and some fost heavily They were Patgons who

tooh a large view of things



RICHARD HENRY LEE who was 1n his
forty ffth year when he introduced in Con

gress the famous resolutions that led to the
Declaration was the ranking and most con

sprcuous member of the delegation from \ 1r

gmia Tall and spare with bold features he
Was a noted orator and was called Cicero as
Patrick Henry was Demosthenes but he lacked
the emotional appeal of hus former colleague
who was not 1n Congress at this ime Lee was
rather stlted in manner and he was charged

by a lacal contemporary with practicing his
gestures before the murror He was partcularly
attractive to the New Englanders—more be

cause of his views and his attutude toward
them probably than his public manner John
Adams regarded hum as masterly and Samuel
Adams established very close relations with
him He was not the most likable member of
the delegation but he had been one of the
most aggressive of the Virginia Patriots and
at this stage his prominence was warranted
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The Colleoe of Wilhanr and \lan

“These gentdemen from Vugria appeat to be the most spirited and consstent
of any U said John Adams in the fivst Continental Congress and his comment
was equally approptiate in the second. In later vears he and his old friend

Jeflerson concurred in the opinion that independence was chiefly owing to

the efforts of the New Englanders and the Vivginians They could notaffad
tosay thatin public and no exclusive clanm can be justhy made, bnt guite
obvioushy these were the men who took the lead in 1570

There were more Signers from Viginia than from any other state exerpt
Pennsvivanma, and these seven men comprised an impuessive and homosone.
ous group. Allof them were i some sense planters, adl were men ol substan o
all weremn the pome of hile: Jeflerson was the soungest and seems to hae
been the tallest, thoueh Richard Henes Lee alsotowered, and o Haaoeon
and Nelson were not the fattest men tn Conuress they were among the fatee 1
hetnge notably jovial to boot No one of theswe men waned i s peroonad
tartunes from the Revolution and some fost heavids They were Patriots who
took g farve view of thines



RICHARD HENRY LEE who was in s
forty fth year when he mtroduced 1n Con
gress the famous resolutions that led to the
Declaration, was the ranking, and most con
spicuous, member of the delegation from Var
gia Tall and spare with bold features he
Was a noted orator, and was called Cicero as
Patnick Henry was Dermosthenes but he lacked
the emotional appeal of his former colleague
who was not in Congress at this tme Lee was
rather sulted in manner, and he was charged

by a local cantemporary with practicing h
gestures before the mirror He was particular]
attractive to the New Englanders  more by
cause of his viens and his attitude towar
them probably than his public manner Joh
Adarns regarded him as masterly and Samug
Adams established very close relations wit
him He was not the most hkable member ¢
the delegation but he had been one of th
most aggressive of the Virginia Patriots an
at this stage his prominence was warrantec



Actually, he went home to share in the work of
the Virginia convention some days before the
crucial resolution of independence was adopted
on July 2, but he will always be famous for hav-
ing started it on its way.

Born at ‘Stratford’ in Westmoreland County,
he belonged to one of the most distinguished
of Virginia farilies. He received much of his
education abroad and was trained for the
public life which was assumed to be the por-
tion of a prominent planter. Elected to the
House of Burgesses as a matter of course, he
became a prominent member, and in the long
controversy with the mother country he was
associated with the more aggressive faction, of
which Patrick Henry was the spokesman,
rather than with the more sedate and some-
what more patient older leaders. There were
some inconsistencies in his record, however,
and some people regarded him as a self-secker.

The most glorious part of his career ended
in 1776. When he returned to Congress he con-
tinued to manifest great interest in foreign af-
fairs, and his concern for the establishment of
the Confederation caused him to labor for the
cession of Virginia’s western lands. But he was

atford, Westmoreland County, Virgina.
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involved in the bitter controversy between his
brother Arthur and Silas Deane, who served
together as commissioners in France, and as
time went on he became very unpopular at
home. During the latter part of the Revolution
he was in Virginia and after the war he was
again in Congress, where he was an effective
member. He was one of the leading opponents
of the Constitution of 1787, his Letters of a Fed-
eral Farmer serving as a sort of textbook of the
opposition, but he failed of election to the Vir-
ginia ratifying convention. He was elected to
the first United States Senate, but he resigned
in 1792 because of ill health. He died two
years later in his sixty-third year and was

buried at his place, ‘Chantilly,’ not far from

‘Stratford,” where Robert E. Lee, the most

famous of the family, was born early in the

next century. The General was descended from

a cousin of Richard Henry’s. The Signer had

nine children by his two wives, Anne Aylett

and Mrs. Anne Gaskins Pinckard. None of his

sons achieved distinction, but in the Revolu-

tionary era his three brothers did. These were

Francis Lightfoot, William, and Arthur, and

the first of them was also a Signer.



THOMAS JEFFERSON, who was thirty
three when he wrote the Declaration, was the
Youngest of the Virginia delegates, neverthe
less only Richard Henry Lee had receiveda
larger vote than he in the election By nomeans
the richest of the Virginians, he had inherited
from his father a considerable estate and an
established position, and by his marnage he
had doubled his holdings of land and slaves

In the years 1774-76, when he took the road
to political revelt, he was more prosperaus
than he was ever to be thereafter

Born at ‘Shadwell”in what 13 now Albemarle
County, he recetved an excellent classical edu.
cation at the hands of private teachers and at-
tended the College of Witham and Mary,
where his mind was opened to the delights of
saence For five years he studied law under
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The Monticello of today was completed u hile Jefferson was President

say 1s that the author of the Declaration
throughout the rest of his Iife sought to apply
to the changing problems of his ime the ideas
and 1deals he had wntten into that famous
document The freedom of the ndividual
human berng was ever hts main concern, and
1t was his faith in men that made him a
prophet of progress In his old age he fathered
the Unnersity of Virgima, and he valued pub

Iic enlightenment next after private freedom

His zeal for useful knowledge was richly mani-
fested in his personal achievements i nven-
tion, agriculture, science, architecture, and
linguistics and 1n Iifelong patronage of learning

n1ts every aspect No other American public
man of the first rank, except Franklin, ever
matched himin versanlity, and no one ever
strove more incessantly to be useful

Only two of his six children, both daughters,
lived to grow up Ofthese, Martha, who mar
ried Thomas Mann Randolph, later governor
of Virgimia, survived her father and has left
numerous descendants Mary, or Maria, Jeffer
son, who married John Wayles Eppes, alter
ward a congressman, died while her father was
President and her descendants are less numer-
ous than her sister’s Jefferson hiumself died,
shortly before his fellow Stgner, John Adams,
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Jefferson’s instructions for fus tombstone.



on July 4, 1826, at the age of eighty-three He
rode horseback until almost the end of his life,
and 1n his last years carried on an incredibly
extensive correspondence His long hife may be
attributed to a strong native constitution and
to his temperate habits

Ever since the Revolution he had been
harassed by debt, much of which can be atinb
uted to the inflation of that era During hisre
tirement hus hospitaltty was costly, and 1n the
troubles that befell most landed Virgimans
after the War of 1812 his situation became dis
tressed Finally, he stood surety too generously
for a fniend, and the result was his virtual bank
ruptcy at the very end He was buried at his
beloved ‘Monticello,’ beside hus adored wife
and deeply mourned younger daughter, and
through the years countless thousands have
seen his tombstone on the hillsside On it the
Declaration 1s listed first among his memorable
achievements He symbolizes, as no other his
toric Amernican does, the 1dea of freedom, while
the rich record of his own life shows how free
dom can be coupled with responsibility

Jefferson’s tombstone
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BENJAMIN HARRISON, aged fifty, was
chairman of the commuittee of the whole and
presided over the debates on the Declaration
A man of huge frame and florid face, he has
been described as the Falstaff of the Congress,
but through long participation 1n public bus-
iness he had become well acquainted with 1t
and he presided with firmness and dignity
Born at ‘Berkeley’ in Charles City County,
Virgima, he was the fifth Benjamin Harnison

in direct ine, and to distinguish him from the
others he Js designated as ‘the Signer ’ He was
also a grandson of the fabulous ‘King’ Carter
and a first cousin of Carter Braxton, another
Signer from Virginia The initials of his father
and mother are in the brickwork at ‘Berheley,’
which was built a half century before the Dec-
laration and 1s still a showplace Thomas Jef-
ferson, who often visited the place, spelled the
name ‘Barclay,’ thus suggesting the contem-



porary pronunciation of 1t Harnison attended
the College of Wilham and Mary, and, asa
planter and member of a prommnent family, he
was elected to the House of Burgesses at an
early age, according to the custom Heserved
there continuously for a quarter of a century
and frequently was Speaker

While unwilling to go quite as far as Patrick
Henry n protesting agarnst the Stamp Act,
he was a robust champtron of colonial rights
and was chosen as a delegate to the first Con
tnental Congress He said that he would have
gone to Philadelphia on foot 1f necessary, and
this was a striking expression of zeal on the part
of a portly representatn e of a soctety 1in which
nobody ever walked The later aspersions of
John Adams on bim as “an indolent, luxurious,
heavy gentleman,’ who was useless in Congress,
may be attributed, perhaps, to Harnson s dis
Iike of the ‘leading characters’ from New Eng
land and his strong local patriousm There s

no possible doubt of hus conviviahty and los
for Joking, but he served effectively on man
important commtttees durmg his three or fou
years 1n Congress and plaved a significant pa
in the organization of the government

Leaving the Continental legislature i 177¢
he was for three years Speaker of the Virgine
House of Delegates, and afterward was for thre
years Governor In the state raufying conver
tion, he urged the inclusion of a bill of nights
the new Federal Constitution before rathe
than after the adoption of that dorument H
was back in the state legislature when he die
in 1791 at the age of sixty five For forty yeas
this scion of a great landed family had been
public man He married Ehzabeth Bassett an
had seven children who survived infanc
Among these was Wilham Henrv Harnsor
later President of the United States The Signe
had other distingutshed descendants includin
President Benjammn Harrison

Hammson was born at Berkeley 1t was plun fered by Benedict Arnold during the Revolution
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GEORGE WYTHE, who like Benjamin Ha:-
rison was fifty, was one of the two oldest mem-
bers of the Virginia delegation (His nameis
pronounced so as to rhyme with Smith.) A
leading legal light, he was a man of such un-
assuming character that he was often regaided
as a follower rather than a leader in the long
conflict with the mother country, but at all
times he was in the forefront as a thinker. No-
body grasped better than he the essence of the
constitutional struggle and the significance of
these revolutionary events in the history of
human freedom.

Born in Elizabeth County, Vlrgiflia, on the
plantation of his father, who died mtcstatc;
few years later, he was leftin rather straitent
circ&mstanccs, since the estate descended t‘O an
clder brother according to the law of prl:lo-
geniture. Taught largely by his unusuz.il moltf ;re,
who was of Quaker stock, and }?)r himsell, .
gained a notable mastery of Latin and Grﬁ;
Throughout his career he spripkled hlS‘ Sp;lecum;-
legal opinions, and letters with classica 31 o
tions; and it was said that ‘he could ha}ll” f)orce
frain from giving a line from Horace th€ o
of an act of Assembly.” He attended the



lege of William and Mary, presumably in the
grammar school, and read law with an uncle,
who seems to have treated him more like a
clerk than a student Admtted to the bar about
the ume he became grown he practiced for
seven or eight years in Spotsylvania County,
but his career did not really get started until
he was about thirty, when he was estabhished
11 Wilhamsburg and had come into an inherit

ance after his brother's death Hus first wafe, Ann
Lews, had died after about a year, his second
was Elizabeth Taliaferro (p ed “Tol-

ginia bar when Jefferson came to the colonial
capital and began to study law under hus wise
gurdance Wythe was intimate with Governar
Franais Fauquier and Dr Witham Small, who
taught mathematics and natural philosophy at
the College of William and Mary and fora
score of years before the Revolution he wasa
member of the House of Burgesses, long serving
as clerk of that body His championship of
colomal nights was as unquestionable as hus de

vouon to the liberal and humane philosophy of
the eigh h century Enligh and it

liver’), whose father built the digmified house on
the Palace Green they occupied for many years
before 1t became legally theirs by will The
Wythe House 1s viewed day after day by thous
ands of visitors to restored Williamsburg

He bad already become a leader of the Vir

would have been little short of tragic if he had
been denied the opportunity to vote for the
Declaration and sign 1t

One of his fellow Signers from another state
said that he had seldom known a man with
‘more modesty or a more dove like simplicity

Vi ythe who bt ed n this house tn W illiamsburg was the S
professor of law. n an Amencan institution of hagher {



and gentleness of manner.” These qualities were
probably a disadvantage to him as an advocate;
and, appropriately enough, his most memo-
rable achievements were as a legal scholar, a
judge, and a teacher. With Jefferson and Ed-
mund Pendleton he was a reviser of the laws
of Virginia, and in 1778 he became a judge in
the new high court of chancery. He was Chan-
cellor Wythe for the rest of his life, much of the
time as sole chancellor. Meanwhile, he had as-
sumed at the College of William and Mary in
1779 the first professorship of law in an Amer-
ican institution of higher learning. He held this
until 1790, and in later years when his judicial
duties caused him to reside in Richmond, he
had a law school there. Of his eminent law

students, Jeflerson worked with him longest;
John Marshall and Henry Clay studied with
him briefly.

The death of this learned, liberal, and win-
some man was caused by the drinking of coffee
which his grandnephew, the chief beneficiary
under his will, had poisoned with arsenic. The
Chancellor, eighty years old and probably senile
at the time (1806), was childless. He was notori-
ously kind to his slaves and emancipated all of
them by will. He left his books to his friend
President Jefferson. As he grew old he wrote his
letters in large, childish script, but in them he
unfailingly included Greek and Latin phrases.
He is buried in St. John’s Churchyard, Rich-
mond.

FRANCIS LIGHTFOOT LEE, the younger
brather of Richard Henry Lee, was in his forty-
second year. Regarded by many as fully the
equal of his brother and by some as his superior,
he rarely if ever spoke in Congress and thus was
overshadowed. Also born at ‘Stratford’ in West-
moreland County, he was a planter, making his
home at ‘Menokin’ in Richmond County. His
mansion is in a state of decrepitude, but even
in its heyday it was not comparable with the
more famous Virginia places. He was a member
of the House of Burgesses continuously from the
age of twenty-four, and was regarded as an even
more ardent Patriot than his brother.



He was not a member of the Virgima delega
tion of 1775 as oniginally elected  but wasadded
when Richard Bland ashed to be relieved be
cause of the infirmities of age He rematned in
Congress until 1779 being effective on com
mittees though silent during debate For a ime
thereafter he was a member of the Virgima
legislature but he soon retired to the quietude
of country Itfe He differed from his brother
Richard Henry in strongly favoring the new
Federal Constitution He died early 1n 1797
10 hus sixty third year and was buried on his
own plantation He had married Rebecca Tay
loe but they had no children

Franais LicH1rooT LEE

Lee s old hor ¢ Menokin fell to rack and ran



CARTER BRAXTON, now in his fortieth
year, was probably the most reluctant of the
Virginia delegates in supporting the cause of
independence. He was also one of those who
suffered most in his own fortunes as a result of
the war. Born at Newington in King and Queen
County, he was the son of a wealthy planter
and the grandson, on his mother’s side, of
‘King’ Carter. He attended the College of
William and Mary, married early, and after the
death of his young wife spent several years in
England. He was afterward charged with re-
taining ‘British prejudices.’ In 1776 he wasa
planter in King William County, which he long

Loadhgs

represented in the House of Burgesses. His brick
mansion, ‘Elsing Green,’ overlooking the Pam-
unkey River, has his initials in a plaque in the
walls, but is said to have been built in 1758 by
his brother while Carter Braxton was abroad.
Though his opposition to British policy dur-
ing the years of controversy was more moderate
than that of Patrick Henry, the Lees, and Jef-
ferson, he signed the important patriotic agree-
ments and was a member of the successive revo-
lutionary conventions in Virginia. He was
elected to the Continental Congress to filla
vacancy, taking his seat in February 1776. His
failure of re-election in the late summer of that



vear, when the size of the delegation was re

duced from seven to five, has been attributed
to the conservative stand he took on the new
Virginia constitution He was a member of the
General Assembly nearly all the rest of his life,
and, while skepacal of popular government, he
showed liberahity of spirit when he supported
Jefferson’s famous Bill for Establishing Religi

ous Freedom

The loss of his cargoes durmg the war and the
failure of many of his own debtors involved him
m financial difficulties 1n his later years Duning
the final decade of his life he made his home 1n
Richmond, dying there 1n 1797 at the age of
sixty-one He was twice marrted—to Judith
Robinson and Elizabeth Corbin—and had six-
teen children, though only ten of these survived
infancy

Elsing Crern, Braxton’s spacious home, overlooked the Pamunkey Ruver
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Thomas Nelson, Jr , sat for hus portrait while a bo)

THOMAS NELSON, Jr, thirty-seven veais
old, was the youngest of the Virginia delegates
except Jefferson. He was described about this
time by John Adams as a fat man, though ‘alert
and lively for his weight.” Nothing ponderous 1s
suggested by the charming portrait of him asa
boy, but this aristocratic gentleman had un-
doubtedly lived well all his life. He was the
grandson of Thomas Nelson of Yorktown,

known as ‘Scotch Tom,’ the merchant-planter
who was the American founder of one of the
wealthiest of Virginia families; and he was
the son of William Nelson, long 2 member of
the Council and at one time acting Governor
of the Province, who was generally known as
‘President Nelson °

The Signer, as Thomas Nelson, Jr., is called
to distinguish him from an uncle of the same



name (known as Secretary Nelson), was born
at Yorktown, attended private school in Eng
land and was for several years at Cambridge
His English education did not at all mcline him
toward Loyalism however Returningto Vir
gima he became a member of the Council at
the age of twenty six and he knew Jefferson
well while the latter was a student 1n Williams
burg Rebecca Burwell, for whom young Jeffer
son sighed 1n van, was President Nelson s ward,
and his intimate friend John Page came ofa
famuly closely allied with the Nelsons The
famous Nelson House at Yorktown where Page
and Jefferson often visited was built by either
Scotch Tom’ or the Signer s father Initslines
1t 1s much hke Benjamin Harnson s Berkeley

The Nelson house Yorktown

LRI
F
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though richer ints details In their strategic
location at Yorktown the Nelsons were great
merchants as well as great planters Though
conservative on economuc and social questions
they were staunch Patniots The Signer resigned
his commussion as Colonel in the miliua to at
tend the second Continental Congress and in
May 1776 he bore to Pluladelphia the resolu
tions of the Virginia convention which precipy
tated the action of Richard Henry Lee 1 Con
gress This large and wealthy man plaved an
important part in the movement for inde
pendence

Leaving Congress in the spring of 1777 Nel
son performed his chief services thereafter in
the military sphere As Brigadier General he

N



Nelson 1s sard to have directed Amenican fire at his own home,
occupred by Cornwallis, during the final siege of Yorktown.

commanded the militia of his state; and in 1781,
succeeding his friend Jefferson as governor when
the state was overrun with British invaders, he
was for some months practically the military
dictator of Virginia. He himself was engaged
in the final siege of Yorktown; and, according
to tradition, he urged General Washington to
fire on his own home, the Nelson House, where
Cornwallis had his headquarters.

Both Nelson’s health and fortunes were
wrecked by the war, and he removed with his

—

large family to a small estate in Hanover
County. There he died of asthma in 1789, a
week after he became sixty. He had married
Lucy Grymes and they had eleven children.
The fifth of these, Hugh Nelson, who later
made his home in Albemarle County, gained
distinction as a jurist and diplomat and was
prominent in the affairs of the Episcopal
Church. Thomas Jefferson Page and Thomas
Nelson Page were direct descendants of the
Signer.



o Hogper—

North Carolina had a certamn primacy in the movement that led to the
Declaration of Independence for the provincial congress there authorized
~ - - 1e

enter into the marn current of events but 1t also suggests the fervor of the
Patriots of North Carolina

By odd circumstance all three of the Signers from the Old North State
were born outside of 1ts borders Two of them were lawyers one was a pros
perous merchant and all three died before reaching the age of fifty They
served chiefly in the early stages of the Revolution and won their placesin
history almost entirely from thetr connection with the Declaration
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JOSEPH HEWES, at forty-six years, was the
oldest member of the North Carolina delega-
tion and one of the most indefatigable workers
in Congress, though an infrequent speaker.
Born in Kingston, New Jersey, of Quaker stock,
he engaged successfully in commerce in Phila-
delphia and removed in his late twenties to
Edenton, North Carolina, the shipping center
of the Albemarle Sound district. There he pros-
pered as a merchant and became a greatly be-

loved and respected figure. Though he slipped
out of the Quaker fold, he remained a plain
and peaceful man. Beginning in 1766, he was
regularly a member of the provincial Assembly,
and he was active in every phase of the move-
ment in North Carolina to protect colonial
rights. In 1774 he was sent to the first Conti-
nental Congress.

In 1776, laboring incessantly in the second
Congress, he did not leave Philadelphia to at-



A monument on the courthouse green
at Edenton to the memory of Hewes

tend the provincial congress in North Carolina
1n April It was at this meeting that the dele
gates 1n the Contnental Congress were em
powered to vate for independency Hewes had
been reluctant to come to an open breach with
the mother country despite his ardent colonial
patriotism and this friendly man had resented
the recnminations which were nfe in Congress
n the spring Advice about the state of opinion
1 his own province caused him to shuft his post
ton to the side of independence and John
Adams regarded this as a highly important de
cision at the ttme He supported the resolution
of Richard Henry Leen June and he and his
colleague John Penn voted for1tin July Wilhiam
Hooper then being absent

During hus stay 1n Congress unni 1777 when
he failed of re election he performed his most
1mportant service as chairman of the marine
committee where his knowledge of shippmg
stood him 1n good stead and he was virtually
the first head of the United States Navy He
knew John Paul Jones and was responsible for
getting hum a ship After serving in the legicla
ture of North Carolina Hewes returned to Con
gressm 1779 but he died that year presumably
from overwork

His fiancee tn North Carohina had died years
before and he bad never married He was
buried in Christ Churchyard Philadelphia but
afterward most appropriately a monument
was erected to hamin old Edenton

P
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JOHN PENN, thirty-six years old in 1776, had

moved to North Carolina only two ycars carlicr
from the neighboring province of Virginia,
where he was born in Caroline County and had
read law in the hbrary of his distinguished kins-
man, Edmund Pendleton He was living and
practicing law in Willlamsboro, Granville
County, North Carolina, at the time Contem-
porary comments describc him as good-
humored, and he was a very popular man. He
became a local leader in the patriotic cause,
serving in the provincial congress in 1775 and
then being elected to the Continental Congress.

Penn’s home near Stovall, North Carolina

This Little-known prcture of John Penn
was panted by Charles Willson Peale.

He returned to North Carolina in the spring of
1776 to attend the provincial congress that
authorized support of independence. He was
particularly impresscd by Thomas Paine’s pam-
phlet, Common Sense, and appears to have been
in advance of his collcagues Hewes and Hooper
in advocating a complete break with the mother
country. He voted for Lee’s resolution and duly
signed the Declaration.

It was said that Penn, though very talkative
in private, rarely spoke in Congress except to
whisper to the man next to him. During his
tenure (1775-1777, 1778-1780) he was, how-
ever, very diligent in public business. After-
ward he was a member of the board of war in
his own state, but he virtually retired from pub-
lic life in 1781 because of the state of his health,
and he died in 1788 at the age of forty-eight. He
married Susannah Lyme and had three chil-
dren. He was buried on his own estate, buta
century later his remains were reinterred at
Guilford Battleground, where a monument to
him and William Hooper now stands.



WILLIAM HOOPER, at thirty four the
youngest of the Signers from North Carolina,
was born 1n Boston, the son of a Congregational
munister, and was a graduate of Harvard Col
lege After studying law with James Ons and
perhaps imbtibing same af that brilliant adva
cate’s zeal for colomal rights, he removed to
North Carolina in his early twenties He estab
Iished himself 1n the practice of law i Wilming
ton and married into the gentry of the Cape
Fear district 1n the southern part of the province
As deputy attorney general and as a member of
Governor Tryon s expedition which put down
the Regulators 1n the western Carolinas, he was
conspicuously opposed to that movement
against eastern rule The embittered frontiers

men afterward tended to be Loyalists hating
the British less than they did the easterners
with whom Hooper was definitely assoctated
As a Patriot he was not a ‘popular’ leader and
the later decline in his political fortunes may be
attrihnted o part ta the grawing power af the
more ‘democratic’ elements with which he was
unsympathetic

After serving in the provincial Assembly he
was elected to the first Continental Congressin
1774 as he was to the second in the next year
A man of great personal attractiveness, as his
portrait suggests and of genuine cultivation,
he was rated by John Adams as one of the lead
ing orators Dr Rush with more restraint, de
scribed ham as a sprightly and sensible young
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Hooper, onginally burted in Hillsboro, was reburied in Guilford
Courthouse National AMilitary Park.. Penn was reburied here, too.

lawyer. and a rapid but correct speaker. He was
absent when the vote on independence was
taken, signing the Declaration after his return
later in the summer. He remained in Congress
until the following spring, when he returned to
North Carolina to recoup his personal fortunes.
He was in the state legislature for five years
thereafter.

His property was greatly injured and his
family endangered when the British captured

Wilmington, and he afterward removed to
Hillsboro. He remained to some extent in pub-
lic life but never regained his early prominence.
Political sentiment had swung away from him.
North Carolina declined at first to ratify the
Federal Constitution, which he favored, and he
himself failed of election to the state convention.
He died in 1790 at the age of forty-eight. By his
marriage to Anne Clark of Wilmington he had
two sons and a daughter.
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The South Carolimans comprised the youngest of all the groups of Signers,
their average age being less than thirty. All of them belonged to the planta-
tion aristocracy, and the aggregate wealth of the families they represented
made them one of the richest delegations. All four of them received training
in the law in England, at the Middle Temple, though their predominant
interest was in the agriculture which supported them so lavishly. Colonial
South Carolinians of the topmost economic and social class were very often
educated abroad and entrusted with important public duties at an early
age. In this instance, however, the relative immaturity of the group was
partly owing to the fact that so many mature leaders were occupied with
public affairs in the province itself in the spring of 1776, when a constitution
was adopted and a provincial government set up. Unlike the Virginians,
however, the South Carolinians did not yet think they were separating from
the mother country, and until July 2 the attitude of their delegates in Con-
gress on the issue of independence was uncertain. They finally joined with
the other delegations for purposes of unanimity, and this was a conspicuous
instance of co-operation. But even at this stage they were notable for their
passionate devotion to their own locality and not one of their representatives
looked like a real revolutionist. What they most wanted then and for genera-
tions thereafter was local independence.
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Arthur Middleton and his wrfe and son were panted during a visit to England

ARTHUR MIDDLETON at thirty four was
the oldest Signer from South Carolina and he
came from what was probably the richest family
Born at Middleton Place on the Ashley Ruver
near Charleston whose gardens are so famous
1n our own times he was the son of Henry Mid

dleton who owned a score of plantations and
some 800 slaves Arthur the eldest son of the
house was largely educated 1n England Hebe

came and remamed an excellent Laun and
Greek scholar afterward reading Horace and
other classical writers for rehef from public af
fawrs Also heicad law at the Middle Temple
The charming painting of him and his wife and
nfant son was made by Benjamin West on the
oceaston of a visit to England n hus late twenttes

He was of mddle size well formed with great
muscular strength and fine features and he s
reputed to have had a violent temper A cult
vated and capricious aristocrat he was at the
same time public spinted

A member of the provinctal Assembly in his
mud twenties he was agamn in that body 1n his
early thirties and as the controversy with the
mother country reached its chmax in 1774-
76 he came to be regarded as a leader of the
extreme Patriots Despite his English educa
tion he was ruthless toward Loyalists Like
other leaders in South Carolina he was mots
vated chiefly by local patriotism and was no
sort of economuc or social radical He was a
member of the counail of safety which vartually



ruled the province until a provisional govern-
ment was set up in the spring of 1776, and he
was a member of the large commuttee that drew
the constitution for the latter.

His activity in these provincial affairs delayed
his departure for Congress. There in effect he
succeeded his father. who had once been presi-
dent of that body but took a more moderate po-
sitton than he in the imperial controversy. Itwas
after Mav 1776 that Arthur Middleton took his
seat. He was re-elected the next vear but never
spent much time in the sessions in Philadelphia.
He spoke frequently when present but did not
like routine business. The storv is that he refused
1o serve on the committee on accounts. saving
that he hated accounts and did not even keep

Addleton Place. the remammng song of which
1 shawen Fere. ceas his kome o Charleston.

1S
He was bured at Middletor: Place.



hisown As an officer of the miliia he was 1m
prisoned by the British after the fall of Charles
ton along with hus fellow Signers Heyward and
Rutledge and confined for some months at St
Augustime

Hedied in 1787 in his forty fifth year and was
buried at Middleton Place His wife Mary
Izard bore him nmne children His son Henry
the infant in Benjamin Wests painting did
much to embelhish Middleton Place planting

the first camellias there though the azaleas were
not started unul the next generation Another
son John Izard Middleton who became noted
m hrs time as an archaeologest spent most of his
hfe abroad Arthur Middleton 5 daughter mar
ried Dansel Elliott Huger later 2 judge and the
connections of the Signer comprise practically a
social register of eighteenth century South Car
olina Edward Rutledge and Charles Cotes
worth Pinckney were his brothers i law

Thomas Heyward Jr Arthur \iddieton and Eduard Rutledge
captured by the Bntish were tmprisoned at St Augustine
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THOMAS HEYWARD, Jr., who turned thir- 1n the province at the age of twenty-five He was
ty in the month that the Declaration of Inde-  in England during the earlier stages of the im-
pendence was adopted, was next to the oldestof  perial controversy but was projected into public
the Signers from South Carolina and, like all  life almost immediately after his return and was
the rest of them, was a member of the landed  an active Patriot from the time of the Coercive
aristocracy. Born on his father’s plantationin  Acts against Boston. His local career closely
St. Helena’s (later St. Luke’s) Parish, he read paralleled that of Arthur Middleton, and he did
law at the Middle Temple and began practice  not go to the Continental Congress until after a



provisional government had been set up mn
South Carolina in the spring of 1776 The pre
cise position which he took before July 2 on the
still unsettled question of independence 1s un
certain but Dr Benjamin Rush deseribed him
asa firm republican,’ saying at the same time
that he was 2 man of good education and most
amable manners who had ‘an elegant poetical
gemus He was literary as congressmen went
but the fruits of his gentus were not widely dis
played to public view

Heyward remained 1in Congress through
1778 then returning to his home state to be
come a circuit Judge As an artillery officer he
participated in fighting on several occasions
during the war and he was captured when
Charleston fell being afterward imprisoned at

Heyward s home Charleston

Susanna Savage Heyward

St Augustine with Middleton and Rutledge
Following the war he rendered legistative and
Judicial service i the state but at the age of
forty three he retired to devote humself to his
plantation He was the first president of the
Agncultural Society of South Carolina Like
other wealthy planters he maintained a fine
town house in Charleston and this was occu
pred by President Washington on a visit to that
lovely city 1n his first admimstration

Heyward lived longest of the Signers from
South Carolina dying in 1809 1n his sixty third
year He was twice married—to Elizabeth
Machewes and to Susanna Savage—and had
many descendants by both marnages



EDWARD RUTLEDGE, who at the age of
twenty-six and a half was the youngest of the
Signers of the Declaration, was also by force of
circumstances and his own personality the most
articulate member of the South Carolina dele-
gation during the most crucial weeks of the
strugele over independence. A younger brother
ol John Rudedge, he was born in Charlestown
{Charleston) and read law in the Middle Tem-
ple. veturning home from England carly in
1773, when he was twenty-three. About a year
later he married Henricua Middleton, sister of
Arthur,

Members of the plantation aristocracy en-
tered prominently into public life at an amaz-
ingly carly age, and young Rutledge wasa mem-
ber of the first Continental Congress before he
was twenty-five. There he excited the scorn of
John Adams, never an admirer of the South
Carolinians, who thus described him: *Young
Ned Rutledge is a perfect Bob-o-Lincoln—a
swallow, a sparrow, a peacock; excessively vain,
excessively weak, and excessively variable and
unsteady; jejeune, inane, and pucrile.” At first
young Ned may have seemed the capricious
cecho of his brother John, who long held hopes
of reconciliation with the mother country, but
he was re-elected to the second Congress, and
in the spring of 1776 he was actually the most
experienced member of the depleted delegation
from his province. His brother John had re-
turned home, where he became the first presi-
dent under the provisional government, and
other more mature leaders, like the elder Mid-
dlcton, had also gone back. Young Rutledge is
generally held responsible for the postponement
of the vote on the resolution of independence,
and his attitude was the natural result of his

uncertainty about the sentiment of South Caro-
hina. He is also given the major credit for the
decision of the delegation to go along with the
others on July 2 for the sake of unanimity,
though Arthur Middleton and Heyward had
arrived before that time and it is hard to know
Jjust what went on behind the scenes,
Rutledge returned to the Low Country in
the autumn of 1776, served as an officer in the
militia and as a representative in the state leg-
islature, and, though re-clected to Congress a
little later. he did not get back to Philadelphia.
Along with Middleton and Heyward, he was
capturcd when Charleston fell and was impris-
oncd in St. Augustine. After the war he was ac-

Rutledpe’s home, Charleston.
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Epwakp RUTLEDGE

tive n the legislature and mn state convennons
In no sense democratic 1n hus 1deas, he was
Staunch Federalist 1n national politics, but asa
presidential elector in 1796 he voted for Pinck-
ney and Jefferson, not Pmckney and John Ad

ams The other electors from his state did hke-
wise, but, whether consciously or not, he had
avenged himself on the New Englander who
once had scorned him The jejeune statesman
Put on weight and lost most of his hair as he
8rewolder In his home country he had always

been thought a gemual and charming gentle
man, and no doubt he mellowed with the years
In 1798 he became governor of his state, but he
died 1n 1800 before completing his term Hewas
only a few months past fifty His first wife,
Hennietta Middleton, bore him three childsen,
but his sccond marriage, to Mrs Mary Shubrick
Evelergh, was childless He was buried 1 St

Philip's Churchyard, Charleston, where hi~ the
remanns of John C Calhoun and other famous
South Carolintans

WAL



THOMAS LYNCH, Jr., who was twenty-
seven in the summer of 1776 and only a few
months older than Edward Rutledge, was
elected as a delegate to Congress to care for,
and if necessary to substitute for, his father,
Thomas Lynch, Sr.—who had a stroke early in
the year and was virtually incapacitated until
his death toward the end of 1776. The father
was the grandson of an Irishman who had es-
tablished the family fortunes as a rice planter
in the Low Country and was himself a prosper-
ous and highly respected man. He was rather

more radical on the imperial question than
most of the planters of South Carolina were—
possibly because of his Irish tradition. He had
given his son an English education, nonethe-
less.

The younger Lynch, who became a Signer
somewhat by accident, was born in Prince
George’s Parish, South Carolina; and after at-
tending Eton and Cambridge he read law in the
Middle Temple. He did not long practice law,
which he disliked, but became a planter and,
through his father’s influence, was elected to



local public office at an early age He neverre
covered from a spell of bilious fever and from
1775 onward his health was precartous For this
reason he remained m Congress only a short
t me after signing the Declaration His father
died on the way home and his own health grew
worse under these trying circumstances Sev
eral years earl er he had marr ed Elizabeth
Shubrick In the year 1779 when he was thirty
he and she embarked for the West Indies ex
pecting to sail from there to southern France
They were never heard of thereafter and were
presumed to have been lost at sea No other
S gner had so short a Iife or so sad a story

Lyn ks b rthplace Hopsewee Santee South Carol na
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The colony of Georga was much the youngest of the thirteen and at the out
break of the American Revolution its settled area comprsed httle more than
astrip along the coast and up the Savannah River Much the larger part of
the present state was then occupied by Indrans 1t 1s not surprising that Loy
alist sentiment was strong 1n what was virtually a British frontier outpost
and that all of the Signers from Georgia were born outside of the province
One of them was a physician and a planter another a planter who had been
amerchant and a third a young lawyer who had made his own way They
were no such aristocrats as the South Carolin ans but were more consistently
favorable to independence
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the first state institution of the sort to be char
tered Actually 1t did not open until some years
later after Lyman Hall was dead but 1t owed
1ts actual start to another son of Connecticut
and graduateof Yale Abraham Baldwin These
transplanted New Englanders served well their
adopted state

Hall was twice married—to Abigail Burr and

to Mary Osborn both of Farrfield Connecuct
—and he had a son by his second marriage H
died in 1790 at the age of sixty six on the plan
tanon in Burke County to which he had retirec
He was buned there but his remains were re
moved half a century later to Augusta where
monument was erected to htm and Georg
Walton

An obel sk vn Augusta commemorates Lyman Hall and George W alton who are bur d there
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BUTTON GWINXNETT. who was forcv-one in
1776, was born in England at Down Hartherlev.
Gloucestershire. and was of Welsh ancestrv on
the side of his father. 2 clergyman. At the age
of thirty he and his English wife. Ann Bourne
of Wolverhampton. were in Savannzh. where
for a dme he was a merchant. Then he bought
St. Catherine’s Island off the coast and became
a planter. During the decade before the Revolu-
tion he was occupied chiefly with his own in-
volved affairs. but he was drawn into public
activides by Lyman Hall. who lived not far
awav at Sunbury on the mainland. He shared
the ;.)atriotic sentiments of Hall and the setders
of New England stock in that district. He had
already been a member of the provincial As-
smlbl):. bur his prominence dates from his elec-
don in 1776 as a delegate to the Continental
Concress. He arrived in Philadelphia with Hall
in Mav. duly vored for and signed the Declara-
rion. and returned to Georgia late in the sum-

nier.

He is said to have been a big, well-propor-
toned. and mannerly person. and also to have
been high-tempered. He is supposed to have
been the chief draftsman of the first Georgia
constitution. adopted by the provisional Assem-
bly in February 1777. This constitution was
similar to that of Pennsylvania in that it had a
unicameral legislature that completely domi-
nated the government. and the claim was after-
ward made that Gwinnett had brought a copy
of the Pennsvlvania constitution back with him
from Philadelphia. Whether he did or did not.
both of these early frames of government had to
be modified and strengthened within a dozen
vears or so.

Gwinnertt's public ambitions at this stage ap-
pear to have been military. but. following the
death of Archibald Bulloch, he became fora
couple of months the chief executive of the
voung state and was drawn into a controversy
with the militaryv authorities. especially Briga-
dier General Lachlan McIntosh. This became
acute when an investigation of an unsuccessful
expedition into Florida resulted in the vindica:
don of the civil authority. When Mclntosh
called Gwinnett a scoundrel and liar, a ducl en-
sued in which both men were wounded. This
occurred outside Savannah, and Gwinnett died



The duel wn which Guinnett uay
mortally wounded by Mcintosh

a few days later, on May 16 1977 atthe age of
forty two Presumably, he was buried in Savan
nah

He left little except debts and his rare auto
graphs are supposed to be more valuable than
those of any other Signer On the engrossed
parchment hus name appears farthest to the left
first among the Georgians and thus reading
from left to right his signature comes first after
that of President John Hancock Yet of all the
Signers he lacked only one of being the first to
die
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GEORGE WALTON, aged thirty-five, was
mistakenly supposed by some of his contempo-
raries to have been the youngest Signer—per-
haps because of his small size. Born near Farm-
ville, Virginia, he was orphaned early, appren-
ticed to a carpenter, and largely self-taught. He
moved to Savannah in his late twenties and in
1776 was a practicing lawyer there. From the
time of the Boston Tea Party he had been an
active Patriot, serving on the council of safety

and as secretary of the provincial congress in
1775. Elected to the Continental Congress in
1776, he arrived in Philadelphia a little after
Hall and Gwinnett, and he is said to have been
somewhat less ‘radical’ than they, but he stood
with them unquestionably for political inde-
pendence.

He was in Congress when the Georgia state
constitution was adopted. but he took the side
of Lachlan Mclntosh in the controversy which



continued after Button Gwinnett fell in therr
duel He was a colonel of mihitia 1n the siege of

1sts largely took 1t over Duning most of the

pertod from 1776 to the end of the fightng how

ever, he was in Congress serving on rmportant

commuttees and making himself a useful mem

ber With hus fellow Signer George Taylor he
'

In Georgia he was chief justice during the
Confederation pertod and he held other jud:
cial posts later, being a notable supporter of law
and order 1n his rather turbulent state thenina

Veadow Garden Walton s home Augusta

frontier stage In 1789 he became gosernor and
in the last decade of his Iife he filled an unex

pired term in the United States Senate He ap
pears to have grown more conservative with
advancing years and he was dentified with the
Federalists tn natonal pelitics He playedacon

stuctive part in the early history of the Univer

sity of Georgia During hus last years he hived in
Augusta which became the capital during his
admimnistratton as governor Though viclent in
temper and sometimes rmpenous m manner he
was greatly respected He marned Dorothy
Camber and had two sons He died 1n 1804 at
the age of sixty three in Augusta and his re

mains now lie with those of Lyman Hall be

neath a monument erected there in the middle
of the mneteenth century
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PART %

THE DECLARATION

UNTIL NOW



'The Fortunes

A SACRED DOCUMENT

T doubtfulif, at the outset, many people
recarded the Declaration as a <acred dox
ument. In 1556 the act of declaning inde.
pendence was the matter of parsmoeuns
tmportance, and the supreme tash of the
Patriots throughout the swar was to achieve the
freedom which they had climed Indeed, this
tash wirs not completed, this goal wae notfully
attained, until after anothes soar Notuntifafter
101, when treates of prace closed the War !
1812 and brought toan cad twodecade ol fience
conflict in Eutope, conld st b traly s ud rhae
American independrenee had bren completed
Then, in the Hush of national patrietom and

selledons 1ot | atteptiong v gt b e Lo
rad not beeg prevousdy o the oy
dependence sahich had otees P o,
venerally tnobh cunty

The salue af tho vmbal bt beesy st b 2
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EARLY TRAVELS OF A

AT THE BEGINNING, the Declaration was Just an-
other congressional paper in the keepmg of Sec-
retary Charles Thomson From the ume that1t
was engrossed on parchment and signed, 1t as
sumed a different physical character and 1t may
Thave been guarded with more than average care,
but, in a pertod when the government had no
permanent seat and actually consisted of noth-
ing but the Continental Congress, 1t had to fol
low the peregrinations of that wandering legis
lature

Toward the end of 1776, Congress, alarmed
by the near approach of the enemy to Philadel
pha, adjourned to Balumore The records and
Papers of that body, including the Declaration,

Jl.l('/n'./ o SIS LTV 2 a1

ROLL OF PARCHMENT

were removed by wagon to the Maryland city,
and 1t was there that the document was printed
for a second time and given forth for the first
tme with the names of the various Signers In
the spring of 1777 Congress returned to Phila-
delphia, but the first annwersary of the Decla
ration appears to have passed unnoticed, and
in the autumn the govermng body of the strug-
ghngyoung Republicagain fled This ume Con-
gress went to Lancaster and then 10 York, Penn-
sylvama, where the Declaration was stored I
the courthouse It was back in Philadelphia be-
fore s second hirthday, and the annual cele-
brations which have ever since continued seem
(o date from July 4, 1778



Courthouse, York, Pennsylvama.
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Broad Strect W all Street and New York Cits Hall m 1797

For about five years, untl July 1783 the roll
of parchment remamed n the State House
m Ph:ladelph:a where 1t had onginally been
signed, then 1t started on another seres of
Journeys—as Congress moved to Primceton
Trenton , Annapolss, and in June 1785, to New
York There 1t was stored tn the City Hall on
Wall Street, 1n which, remodeled as Federal
Hall according to plans of L Enfant George
Washington was inaugurated i 1789 The
Secretary of Congress delivered the Declara
fton to President Washuington, and it wasmn
custody of the Secretary of State from the time
there was such an official

Until the spring of 17g0 John Jay who had
handled foreign affairs for the Confederaton,
Wwdsacting Secretary, besides being Chref Jus
tice, but aficr a time Thomas Jefferson arrived

fmm France by way of Monticello and took

charge of the new office and the document he
had drafted It may be assumed that he kept
1t 1n his temporary offices on lower Broadway
and that 1t was removed to his departmental
quarterson Market Street Philadelphia, when
1790 the government began its ten year stay
inthataty The Declaration had returned to
its birthplace and for three years was in the
custody of 1ts author, until he rejumed to
Monticello early 1n 1794 Unul 18c0 the roll
of parch in Philadelphia in the
charge of successis € secretanes of state, who
probably did not unroll it often if they cver
did By this time Jefferson, at Jeast, was anare
of 1ts histonic importance In a remmuscent
moment in the year 1800, he drewn private
a list of achies ements of his which he decmed
memorable and thisincluded the authoship

of the Declaranon

rd



When the Government moved to Washington, pictured here with ad-
Jacent Georgetown a few months later, the Declaration came with it

A PERILOUS QUARTER-CENTURY

THE Nxew FEDERAL CITY OF WASHINGTON, aris-
g beside the Potomac at a place of George
Washington’s choosing, was a city only in
name when the government moved there, bag
and baggage, in the autumn of 1800. To all
save prophets and dreamers it looked like a
wilderness of trees and a sea of mud. john
Adams, uncomfortably settled with his wife,
Abigail, in the unfinished Executive Mansion,
was in his last months as President, and lanky
John Marshall, soon to be Chief Justice, was
Secretary of State. Jefferson took over the pres-
idential office in the following March and this
rural philosopher found the rural capital more
endurable than his predecessor had.

Unquestionably he was conscious of the sig-
nificance of the Declaration as a document and
he and his Secretary of State, James Madison.
were not likely to be careless with it, but they
had to avail themselves of such storage facilities
as there were. During most of the time until
1814 it was in the War Office Building on
Seventeenth Street.

In the summer of that year it was removed
under exceedingly perilous circumstances
Madison was then President and this was the
last year of the War of 1812. The invasion of
the Chesapeake Bay region by the British was
without military significance, but the devasta-
tion they wrought by fire in Washington and



:he flight of the government before them
marked 2 low point 1n national humtltation
Before they got to the capital the Secretary of
State, James Monroe, fortunately had the
papers of his department, including the Dec
laratton, packed 1 linen sacks and taken else
where The sacred document remained for a
night 1n a barn a couple of miles from Chain
Bridge, and then 1t was stored 1n the house of
a clergyman named Laittlejohn 1n Leesburg
Virgima Meanwhule, Dolly Madtson, before
escaping from the Executive Mansion, had the
Stuart portrait of George Washington taken
from 1ts frame and carrred to a place of safety
Fortunately, the British did not linger long
and the Executive Mansion, which had been
blackened with smoke, soon appeared n a
glistemng garb of white paint which made it
worthy of its historic name The war turned

out better in the end than anybody had reason
toexpect and the country and its sacred relics
were never again to be exposed to danger at
Briush hands The Declaration was brought
back from the clergyman s house in Leesburg
and a few years later (1820} when the Depart
ment of State had begun to occupy a building
on the stte of the present Treasury the docu
ment was stared there

It had ceased however, to languwsh 1n ob
scurity Unul the ime of the War of 18121t
tad appeared only 1o print but the patrionc
public was soon given the chance to sce how 1t
looked 1n writing In 1816 John Binns pub
Lisher of the Democratic Press in Philadelphia
and an Irshman by birth announced hisin
tention of isswing an engraved copy of the
charter with signatures but a professional pen
man Bengamn Owen Tiler got ahead of him
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The fire-blackened President’s House was panted whte.
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The Declaration was lodged n
this Department of State building

Tyler copied the Declaration and imitated the
signatures so well that Richard Rush, the
Secretary of State and the son of a Signer,
thought them practically undistinguishable
from the originals This engraving was pub-
lished in 1818, when national patriotism was

surging. John Binns, attacking his rival mn
print, got his own engraving on the market
the next year In this, the text and signatures
were surrounded by the seals of the states, while
pictures of Washington, John Hancock, and
Jefferson adorned the top This was taking
some liberties, since the famous General had
been about his military duties in 1776 and was
not a Signer of the Declaration, but apparently
the public did not mind. Both of these engrav-
ings were private commercial ventures and did
well.

A few years later (1823) the Secretary of
State, John Quincy Adams, son of one of the
important Signers, had an exact facsimile
made, unadorned by seals and portraits It was
the only real facsimile and has been the basis of
all later ones. Two copies were sent to each of
the few surviving Signers, Jefferson’s being on
parchment, copies were given high officials and
still others were distributed throughout the
country. Thus did the Declaration, as it actu-



ally looked, become 2 famihar sight a halfa
century after 1t was engrossed on parchment
One result of this renewed interest 1 the
charter of 1776, durning the period of highly
vocal patriotism following the War of 1812
was 4 controversy about the authorship of the
paper This was started with a speech on July
4, 1823, by Timothy Pickering, who had been
one of the bitterest of the High Federahsts, and
its main design was to miumize Jefferson s part
1n the work of composition and to reflect unfa
vorably on him in general Jefferson, who was
eighty and hiving 1n deserved quiet at Monu
cello, entered tnto no newspaper controversy,
but tn private he penned recollections which
have been of great value to modern day stu
dents trying to reconstruct the story of events
1n 1776 Also,1n a later private letter he ds
avowed all clatm of originahity on his own part
It was then that he said that his main object
had been “to place before mankind the com
mon sense of the subject * and that the Declara
tion was intended to be ‘an expresston of the
American mind ’ The greatness of his pride in
the most famous work of his hand was unmis
takably revealed by his instrucuons for his
tombstone, but he regarded the Declaranon
as no personal creation, 1t was an American
charter which should be above and bevand
partisanship, and he hoped that its prinaples
would be recogmzed as eternal The parusan
contfoversy which was inttiated and continued
by ancient foes may have clouded the air for a
tume, but it served posterity by shedding hight
on the circumstances and meaning of the Dec
laration It created no lasting breach between
bhim and Adams, who breathed his name on the
day they both lay dymng
In purely physical terms, the results of the re-
newed interest in the historic document were
bad While immortal sprrit 1t was by no
fueansimperishable in form Secretary Richard
Rush percenyed the hand of uime upon 1t when
Benfamin Owen Tyler copted 1t, and many €x
pertshave believed that the processes emploved
i1 making the afficial facsimile tended to loosen
theink Apparently the parchment was ahways
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rolled and never folded but the effects of fre-
quent unrolhng and rerolling could not fail to
be deletentous Least injury was done the test
and greatest was done the signatures, which
had been whitten at varous HMEs in \anous
of ink and werc most rubbed in the

qualities
rolling, since they wercat the bottom
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EXPOSURE AND OBSCURITY

1n 1820, the d was kept in
the building occupied by the Department of
State, where 1t appears to have been hittle dis
turbed after the facsimile was made Its health
was not improved when, 1n 1841, Secretary of
State Webster ordered 1t placed mn the new
Patent Office building No doubt this wasa
safer repository than the earlier ones, but dur
tng the generation that the Declaration re
mained there it hung on the wall in a frame
along with George Washington’s commussion
as Commander 1 Chief Opposite a window
1t was exposed to the ‘chill of winter and the
glare and heat of summer * Fading was mewi
table under such circurnstances, and the yellow
1ng of the parchment was noted by observers
When it was exhibited at the Centennial cele
bration 1n Philadelphia in 1876 the text was
stll legible but many of the signatures were so
dimasto be virtually unrecogmzable and some
had become mvisible
At the age of one hundred years the docu
ment had become trulv venerable It was read
n Phlladelphla on July 4 by a grandson of
Richard Henry Lee, the man who had pre

sented the resolutions leading to 1t and at the
sight of it the crowd burst 1nto cheers Duning
the Exposition 1t was kept in a fireproof safe
behind a plate glass door Then despite the
efforts of the Philadelphians to keep 1t 1n the
city of its birth 1t was brought back to Wash
ington 1n 1877 and exhibited for seventeen
more years in the Department of State

Meanwhile there had been anxious official
inquiry nto sts physical state A proposal by a
skilled penman to retrace the wnting came to
naught, and happily no effort was made to re-
store 1t by chemucals But the necessity of pro
tecting the document from hight was impera
uve, and at length, 1n 1894, exhibition of it
ceased except on rare occastons and on direct
order of the Secretary of State It was then 118
years old Sealed between two plates of glass
and Jocked 1n a safe, 1t remamned in dark ob
scurity for more than a quarter of a2 century,
while Willtam Jenmings Bryan was orating
about Free Silver and Theodore Roosevelt was
brandishing the Big Stuck, and Amtrvxcan
doughboys were fighting 1n the First World
War

Moved to the Patent Qffce, the Declaration, 1 faded as 1t hung on a u.vz”)

-



and Independence Hall was the focal point

Tags flew
of the Centenmal anniversary observance of the Signing.

g

INDEPENDENCE HALL became a shrine.
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THE DAY WE CELEBRATE

Fireworks in the country: 1869.



Puckard Honsy Loe 4 dsscndant of the Signer 111
the Doclarstion 0, 4 part of the 175 colshen »






o

T
ST

2 o hy R
E2 7 (& LA (e
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0 of the shrine af the Library of Congress

symbols than 1t 1s of persons, and the wide
oceans had ceased to provide adequate pro
teetion.

On the day after Christmas 1n 1941 the
Declaration and the Constitution were re
moved from the shrine, packed with the ut
mMost care 1n a bronze container of special de
S0 and taken to the Union Stangn Thence
they were borne 1n a Pullman compartment
to Kentucky, n the care of the Chief Assistant
Librananand under the guard of Secret Service
;ﬂ:n Asitwere, the Crown Jewels of the Nauon
. Te bu:;g carned to an underground treasure
n?‘;l: Z\;\t day the flocumcms were deposited
mmc:u tat Fort Knox, and there they re
penens |;nul the autumn of 1944 During this
oldy anod ::::c\l:an two and a half years the
YO s mpecte dﬂ::;g:f;l;thcm \hs Declara
Amosphene s 1mes under proper
been s itions, by experts After it had

nmounted glue and other adherent ma

terial were removed from i, cracks were drawn
together, and 1t was otherwisc repaired

On October 1, 1944, the Declaration and
the Constitution were agam displayed 1o pub-
lic view 1n the shrine at the Library of Con-
gress, with a Manne guard beside it, who was
relieved by Army and Navy guards in rotatian
Freedom and representative government, if
not yet fully triumphant, seemed reasonably
secure 1n a war-torn world Speaking of the
‘sheets of vellum and leaves of ancient paper’
which were thus re enshnined and protected
the Libranan of Congress, Archibald Mac-
Leish, said ‘Nothing that men have ever made
surpasses them ’

In these later years of national matunty and
self consciousness, accompamed by scientific
knowledge which would have dumbfounded
the Fathers of the Republic, no care has been
too great to lavish on these sacred documents
‘The Bureau of Standards made a close study of
the problem of preserving them, further pro-
tective measures being taken on its recom-
mendation and with the co operauon of ats
technicians The documents were sealed inin-
sulating glass, the air was expelled and special
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What It Means Now

NLIKE the Constitution, the Declaration of Independence

provides no frame of government. It offers no pattern for

human society, no specific program for the present, no

blueprint for the future. But, unless its author was very

much mistaken, it contains a body of abiding truth. Lenin
and Stalin lie embalmed in Moscow, visible to the Russian hordes, and the
apotheosis of the Constitution in our own land may be regarded by con-
trast as symbolic of our devotion to a government of laws, not men. The en-
shrined Declaration is a perpetual reminder of the purpose of these laws, of
the only valid purpose of all laws—to provide a society within which al/
men can enjoy the largest feasible degree of liberty and attain the fullest
measure of happiness.

If hearts are still stirred by the Declaration, as they surely are, this is
partly because of its historic associations, partly because of the beauty of
its phrases, but chiefly because men perceive within it the quality of uni-
versality. The historic American faith, which Congress made official on

July 4, 1776, can be simply stated in dateless language:

By birth all men are equal, not in ability or condition, for that has been untrue in
all the ages of which we have any record, but in the possession of fundamental rights.
Life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness are mentioned in the great Charter; but more
important than any list is the ‘truth’ that men possess these rights, not because of race

or creed or station, but because they are human beings. Here is the eternal answer to

bigotry and intolerance of any and every sort.
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of idcals, not a description of immediate realities. In every generation
since that time some men have scoffed at them, others have done only lip-
service to them, and still others have been distressed by the slow and imper-
fect attainment of them. But the gradual realization of the implications of
the great Declaration comprises the history of American democracy; and,
outside of the sacred religious writings of man, this document more than
any other has inspired American citizens and statesmen to their noblest
actions.

It has never received more cloquent testimony than that of Abraham
Lincoln. There was poignant drama in his brief visit to Philadelphia, on
his way to Washington to be inaugurated as President. On Washington’s

birthday in 1861, spcaking in Independence Hall, he said:

A have never had a feeling politically that did not spring from the sentiments em-
bodicd in the Declaration of Independence. I have ofien pondered over the dangers which
were incurred by the men who assembled here, and framed and adopted the Declaration
of Independence. I have pondered over the toils that were endured by the officers and sol-
diers of the army who achicoed that Independence. I have often inquired of myself what
great principle or idea it was that kept this Confederacy so long together. It was not the
mere matter of the separation of the Colonies from the motherland; but that sentiment
in the Declaration of Independence which gave liberty, not alone to the people of this
country, but, I hope. (o the world, for all future time. It was that which gave promise
that in due time the weight wonld be lifted from the shoulders of all men.

In the middle of the twentieth century the weight of tyranny—political,
economic. and social—is still heavy on the shoulders of men. But never
more than in our own age of dictatorships and totalitarian governments,
which magnify the state to the annihilation of human dignity and leave no-
where a vestige of human freedom, do we need to turn to our oldest and
noblest charter for light and hope. The great Declaration still issues its
ringing challenge to the tyrants who w ould ride mankind, and it still pro-

claims the undying faith in human beings w hich has permeated and glori-

fied the history of America.
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